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- Welcome and Thank you!

Welcome to the God and Church program, and thank you for your commitment to help young people grow in their Christian
faith. YOU are an important component in this God and Church program. Resources and curriculum cannot replace the
impact that a dedicated Chnst:an adult can have on tﬁe hves of young people. Thank you for your gift of time and self.

PART|
Understanding the God and Church program

What Is the God and Church Program?

The God and Church program is the third program in the
PRAY. Series. The PRA.Y. Series is a program of the
church. Its objectives are to help young people grow in their
understanding of the Christian faith, to help young people
see how other people have translated belief into action, and
to provide young people with the opportunity for Christian
service to others. A conscious effort has been made to
develop each unit of the program without theological bias;
yet each program is designed to permit the introduction of
particular theological and denominational viewpoints on
the material being studied. It is the responsibility of the
counselor to provide this input. The PR.A.Y. Series has been
recognized by several national youth-serving agencies as the
religious emblem program for Protestant and Independent
Christian churches.

Who Is the Counselor?

The counselor is the pastor. Or the counselor may be a person
appointed by the pastor, such as a parent, Sunday school
teacher, church lay leader, or so forth. The counselor should
be someone who likes and relates well to young people. And
especially for the God and Church program, the counselor
should be someone who has some working knowledge of
the congregation and be willing to serve as a resource for the
student. Regardless of who serves as the counselor, the final
review must be done by the pastor.

Curriculum Goals

The goals of this program are for young people to

« strengthen their relationship with Christ

« learn about and participate in the worship and ministry of
the church

« make a plan for daily Bible reading

+ memorize a creed or statement of belief or passage of scripture

« experience the joy of serving others

» record their faith journeys by making a video or photo album

Components of the God and Church Program
The God and Church program uses a “journey” as its theme.
Each section has the following components:

Looking Back: To review previous lessons
Anticipating the Journey: An activity or exercise to set
the stage for presenting the lesson

My Journey in the Bible: To read and study Bible passages
(this is the main part of the lesson with questions to
answer and/or discuss)

Highlights of My Journey: To summarize an important
discovery or lesson learned

Picture This!: To apply the Bible lessons by creating a video
or photo album

Service Project: A required service project at the end of
every unit

Picture This!

The video or photo album is an opportunity for students
to be creative and to make practical application of the Bible
lessons they have learned. It should be an energetic and fun
learning time. It should be simple and to the point. It also
should be youth driven. You, as the counselor, need to keep
the participants on task and make sure everybody has a role to
play, but the students should be the ones making the choices
and finding ways to apply the Bible lessons they have learned.

As the students choose between the video and the photo
album, keep in mind several differences. The video can
be a group project (though individuals can also produce a
video); the photo album is an individual project. The video
requires special photographic equipment; the photo album
can be completed without any special equipment. The video
will require three main segments (one for each of the three
units); the photo album will require a new chapter after each
and every lesson (a total of seven).

If your class is making a video, your class sessions will have
to include planning time for students to choose a topic, write
the script, assign roles, make a list of costumes and props,
and divide assignments among the participants. Each unit
has two or three lessons, so your class will have two or three
planning sessions to prepare each video segment. The sample
schedule (see page 36) provides a separate session called a
“Mile Marker” for the filming of the video segments (see
“Mile Marker” page 4).

With the photo album, you have a little more flexibility in
planning. You can provide class time to plan the photo
album, but the students can actually work on their photo
albums at home. You don't necessarily have to devote class
time to assembling the photo albums in the same way you
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need to devote class time for planning and filming the video.
If that is the case, you can shorten the Mile Marker session
and use it to wrap up the unit, or you can use it for a field
trip or a guest speaker. You can also choose to skip the Mile
Marker session.

Please be sure that your choices for the “Picture This!”
sections are financially feasible for your group. You do not
have to purchase photographic equipment. The choices for
the photo album always will include a project that can be
done without taking actual photos with a camera, such as
collecting brochures, making drawings, finding pictures in
magazines, and so forth. These are viable options that avoid
extra expense.

As you consider the video and photo album, it will be
important for you to be very honest with yourself. If doing a
video or photo album does not excite you, or if it seems like a
lot of work, please consider finding a person to help you with
this portion of the program. The goal of the video/photo
album is to have the students apply what they have learned,
not to produce a masterpiece. Allow students to make their
own choices and to take ownership of their projects: their
enthusiasm will help guarantee their success.

Mile Markers

Mile Markers will appear at the end of every unit (they
appear only in the Counselor Manual; they do not appear
in the Student Workbook). Mile Markers are different in
format from the regular lessons and will be opportunities to
wrap up the unit, get caught up on any missing assignments,
film the video, and look ahead to the next unit. Mile Markers
should be adapted to suit your particular needs. If your class
is not going to use the Mile Marker to film a video, perhaps
the Mile Marker session can be used for a field trip or a free
week for students to complete their service projects.

Projects

Students are required to complete a project at the end of
every unit. Look at the projects in advance. Some may require
advance scheduling, such as visiting other congregations,
participating in a worship service, attending committee
meetings, visiting community organizations. Since God
and Church is supposed to be a “journey,” you may want to
schedule one or two of these as field trips. If it is not possible
to plan field trips, you will need to preview the choices with
your students in advance so that they have enough time to
make arrangements on their own. In fact, this Counselor
Manual actually suggests that the counselor present each
project at the beginning of each unit so that students can be
working on their projects and hopefully finish them by the
end of that unit (see sample schedule on page 36).

Setting Up a Program

The God and Church program can take place in many types
of settings. You may be working with one child or with
twenty, or you may be conducting a class for one or more
mentor pairs. Your class may be made up of youth from one
denomination or from many. You may be meeting once or

twice a week or only once a month. It is impossible to provide
a separate counselor guide for each situation, and we would
not want to suggest only one format in which the program
could be completed. Therefore, it is our intent to provide you
with a guide that you can use and adapt as needed. This guide
is designed with a class setting in mind. This does not mean
that a class setting is preferred over a one-on-one teaching
situation. Individuals can participate in this program by
working at their own pace and meeting with their counselor
as needed. The counselor can adapt the lesson plans and
activities for one-on-one teaching situations.

Consider whom you will invite to participate in your class.
Will it involve only youth from Boy Scouts? Camp Fire? Girl
Scouts? Will it be open to all sixth-, seventh-, and eighth-
graders from your congregation? from your denomination?
from all Protestant and Independent churches in your area?
Sample letters and newsletter articles can be found at www.

praypub.org.

Consider if you will ask parents to serve as mentors. A mentor
is an adult (usually a parent) who works side by side with
his or her child in the program. The mentor completes the
Mentor Workbook and attends meetings with the student.
The mentor program is a wonderful option for parents,
encouraging them to share their faith with their children.
If you will be working with one or more mentor pairs, you
will need to review the material in the Mentor Workbook.
The mentor does NOT take the place of the counselor. The
mentor is a student alongside the child, and both the mentor
and child need to report to the counselor. The adult mentor
is eligible for special recognition items found in the back of
the God and Church Mentor Workbook.

A typical schedule for completing this program will include an
introductory session, seven meetings to complete the lessons
in the Student Workbook, and three Mile Markers for a total
of eleven meeting times. Each session will require 1'/>-2
hours each, depending on which activities are completed
at home and which are completed in class. This Counselor
Manual makes the assumption that all work (except for the
service projects and perhaps the photo albums) will be done
in class. However, you, as the counselor, may choose to set
up your program differently. Perhaps you want the Bible
lessons to be completed at home before coming to class. Or
you may want the students to film the video at home with
their families. Whatever you decide, communicate your
expectations very clearly to your students and families. A
sample “Schedule and Assignments” sheet is provided on
page 36 (it is also available on the PR.A.Y. Web site at www.
praypub.org if you want to download it and make changes
to it). You may want to consider adding a free week to the
schedule to allow students to work on their service projects.

Lesson plans are provided for you. They provide sample
responses (in italics), discussion starters, and optional
activities for you to use as you teach each session. Please
review this material. There are more activities than you can
do in one session. This is intentional. Do not expect to do
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them all. Please select the activities with which you are most
comfortable and the ones you think your students will most
enjoy. Be sure to have a plan if you run out of time. The lesson
plans are designed with a class setting in mind. Please adapt
them for one-on-one teaching situations.

Besides leading the participants through the God and Church
curriculum, the counselor should also consider the following;

« God and Church Party: A party is a wonderful way to con-
clude your program. Plan something simple, such as an
ice cream social. It could be a separate meeting or part of
the last meeting. You could celebrate with just the class
members or invite the pastor, families, and so on. Con-
sider asking parents to take charge of the party. You will
want to make some decisions yourself before offering the
class any options. A class party is optional.

Final Review: The final review must be done with the
pastor. This is an opportunity for the young people to get
to know their pastor and to share what they have learned.
The final review with the pastor can be done as a class
(perhaps at the last session). Or if you have students from
different congregations, you may have them arrange for a
final review with their own pastors. Be sure to communi-
cate your expectations and include instructions on your
class schedule. Do not allow students to wait until the last
minute to make appointments with their pastors. Sample
questions to help the pastor conduct the final review are
found on pages 37-38.

Award Ceremony: With the pastor, plan a recognition
ceremony to honor the young people in a church setting
(a morning worship service, a church dinner, or other
congregational event). Invite all students to participate in
the award ceremony. However, if there are students who
belong to other congregations, encourage them to arrange
presentation ceremonies in their congregations with their
own pastors. Consider attending such ceremonies if your
schedule permits and the students want you to do so. Your
class schedule should include dates, deadlines, and specific
instructions for the award ceremony.

Planning the Award Ceremony

The award ceremony is an important celebration for the
students who have completed the God and Church program.
Whether there are twenty students or one, this is a time for
the student(s) tosharewhathasbeenlearned. The recognition
that they receive will be a way for them to witness to their
faith. The counselor should meet with the pastor to arrange
for a time when students can share their achievements with
the congregation. Remember to allow enough time after the
last meeting to order and receive the awards through the
mail. Awards cannot be ordered until the students have met
with their pastor for the final review.

After you have determined the date of the award ceremony,
you will need to set two other dates (these dates are especially
important if your studentsbelong to different congregations):
the deadline for students to indicate whether or not they
will be participating in the ceremony and the deadline for

students to turn in award application forms.

A sample presentation ceremony will be sent with each

order. This sample presentation ceremony is also available on

the PR.A.Y. Web site at www.praypub.org. Be sure to involve

the students in planning this special day. Encourage them to

share what they learned. They may want to

- read their final response describing their relationship with
Christ and with the church

« display their photo albums and other work

+ show a portion of their video

- act out one of the Bible stories used in the course

« design the cover for the bulletin

- sing a song

+ host the coffee hour

« provide information so that other families can learn about
the God and Church program

Counselor Tips

- Observe appropriate counseling techniques. Provide prop-
er adult supervision at all times.

- Don’t assume families consist only of parents and chil-
dren. There are many different types of families: grand-
parents and children, single mothers, single fathers, fos-
ter families, adoptive families, blended families. You may
have children of refugee families or children for whom
English is a second language. Be sensitive to the different
family structures represented in your group.

+ You may be working with a group that includes both
churched and unchurched youth. Take care to explain ter-
minology and concepts (i.e., salvation, resurrection) com-
pletely in a way that makes sense to them.

« The word church will refer to the larger body of Christ,
whereas the word congregation will refer to the local
house of worship.

« The curriculum will require that students study the history,
worship, and ministry of a local congregation. If students
do not belong to or are not active in a local congregation,
talk to their parents and find out which congregation will
serve as “home church” for their children to study.

« Encourage questions from all participants and be comfort-
able in saying, “I don't know, but I'll look for an answer” if
you are unable to provide an answer right away. Be sure to
follow through. Involve the pastor if you need to.

« Encourage discussion as much as possible. Possible re-
sponses to discussion questions are listed after each ques-
tion. The possible responses (in parentheses) do NOT ap-
pear in the student workbook.

« Whenever the term “denomination” is used, it also refers
to fellowships and associations.

« In the course of class discussions, feel free to require a
written response to a discussion question that has been
particularly meaningful.

+ Anytime that a Bible verse is mentioned or referred to in
the Student Workbook, take the time to look up and read
the actual passage with your students.

« Whenever the word parent or parents is used, it indicates
the adult or adults heading the student’s family (parent,
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foster parent, grandparent, sibling, aunt, etc.).

- It is essential that you read through each lesson plan (more
than once!) prior to the class. You may need (or want) to
adapt activities to best fit your group. You will also need to
know which options you will be using and that you have all
the supplies for the lesson.

- Visit PR.A.Y’s Web site (www.praypub.org) for additional
resources (ie., sample newsletter articles, assignment
schedules, project ideas, presentation ceremonies, etc.).
Feel free to contact PR.A.Y. via the Internet. We also hope
that you share your success stories with us.

Counselor Recognitions

A special pin and embroidered emblem are available for the
counselor. These items may be ordered in advance and worn
by the adult while teaching the class. Having the award visible
will provide incentive to the participants.

Counselor Pin
» Approximately 3/4 inch in size
» Worn on non-uniform clothing

Counselor patch

+ 3”embroidered patch

« Worn on non-uniform clothing

- May be worn as a temporary patch
on the front of the BSA uniform

Call PR.AY. at 1-800-933-7729 or visit www.praypub.org for
information or to place an order.

Please note that these counselor items are also listed on
the award application form in each participant’s Student
Workbook. Sometimes the students’ families will order
a pin for the counselor as a way to show their thanks and
appreciation.
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PART Il
Teaching the God and Church Curriculum

_ INTRODUCTORY LESSON: Welcome to the God and Church Program! |

Objectives

Students will

« become acquainted with the counselor and with each other.

« become familiar with the content and expectations of the
God and Church program.

« discuss the choices and choose between making a video or
photo album.

+ make a plan for daily Bible reading.

« understand how God and Church will be a “journey.”

What You Will Need
Name tags, God and Church Student Workbooks, pencils,
handouts of schedule, stapler, Bibles.

Optional: magazines & calendars with lots of pictures, pic-
ture of a cross, two suitcases with lots of items to pack, teen
devotional books or magazines, sample plans for reading
the Bible

Opening Activity
Do an activity to get the participants thinking and talking
about “journeys.”

« Ask participants to look through old magazines or calen-
dars to find a picture that represents a journey they would
like to take. The picture can be a scene or a place (such as
a beach, city, mountain, etc.) or it can be something that
shows what you would like to do or see once you get to
your destination (for example, snowboarding, swimming,
watching a parade, seeing grandparents, etc.). Have lots of
pictures. Set a time limit for finding a picture. Gather the
group together and have the participants say their names,
show their pictures, and tell about their ideal journey.
After everyone has had a turn, show a picture of a cross.
Talk about the journey that Jesus made to the cross. Then
hold up the God and Church workbook and explain that
this program will be a journey to bring us closer to Jesus
and to the church.

Do this follow-up activity to help learn everybody’s name.
Collect all the pictures and randomly pass them out. See
if everyone can name the person to whom the picture be-
longs, that is, name the person who was originally holding
the picture.

« Form two teams. See which team can pack the most items
into an old suitcase. This activity will require two suitcas-
es and a lot of miscellaneous items to pack (i.e., clothes,
books, boots, towels, etc.). If you want, add a relay race
and have each member of the team carry the heavy suit-

case across the room and back. After the race, talk about
packing for a journey. What are the things that we need
versus what we want to take? Why might some people
consider packing to be one of the least enjoyable parts of a
journey? Why is it one of the most important parts of the
journey? How cumbersome is it to lug around a suitcase?
Then talk about faith journeys. What do we need to pack?
What do we need to learn about? Is it a chore? Is it cum-
bersome? How can it be enjoyable? How is it important?
Explain how the God and Church program will be a journey
to learn about Christ.

Introductory Lesson

{STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 3)

Read the introductory paragraphs on page 3 in the Stu-
dent Workbook. Then read Joshua 1:1-9 and draw the fol-
lowing comparisons between Joshua and the students:
both are facing enormous tasks; both are to study God’s
Word; and both can claim God’s promise to be with them
always everywhere.

Introduction
Welcome to the
God and Church Program!

The God and Charth program will be » journey: Actually it will be a continuatioa of 3 journey that you have
abready started. it will be a faith jourssey that will help you grove closer o Chaist ad be & stronger member
of yor church family. You will ssk questions and make discovevier sbout yourmd, shout Jewas, and about
thve chrarch. You sl make a video or pbato album t reuamber the highbights of your faith journey. You

will meexd 4 Bibie and 3 traweling conzpanion or a "counselar” Your counselar will walk with you along your
journey, share your exparbences, and serve 20 3 guide whan nacessery. Talk to your peren ta and yax pastor
about vého will merve as counselor fo you. Comsider i yoar parent(s) would ika © participans s nestos.

Joshuus was soineone in the Bible who was also facing » jourey. Joshua was the leader of the Hebrew
‘pacple aftar Moses had disd. After wandexing in the desert for forty years, Joshus was to lead the people
of Cod acrous the Jordan River and into the Prasised Land. But Joznua was not alnos. God had promisd
1o'be with hirm. Joshua didn’t have to be efraid ar discouraged, becmse Cod promised to be with him
‘wherever he went.

As you begin your journey in God and Church, pous too huwe the asserance that God will be with you. Cod
will strengthen you and bless you as pou learn to walk with God.

Dally Bible Reading

Thve best map that you can take on your faith jurney is the Bible. The Bibie i1 the Word of Cod. Cod an
speak to youthrough scripture. By reading and studying the Bile, you cen coma face-to-face with God, The
project for Unit | requires that you read yoar Bible every day for three weeka (it will take you about thres
-ksmmmpinnuml).meﬂln-imnmm&hpoj«:ﬁgﬁu-y.Tunowﬁinmsm-n
Workbook to make a plan for reeding your Bble everyday.

GO0 AND CHURCH STUDENT WORKSOOK - PREE D
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Students are asked to describe their relationship with
Christ and with the church. Give them time in this intro-
ductory lesson to write an answer in their books. Do not
expect your participants to readily understand this assign-
ment, especially if some have not been active in church. Ac-
cept very simple responses, i.e., “I try to go to church every
week,” “I was baptized,” “I believe that Jesus is God’s Son.”
Students will answer this question again at the end of the
program. They will be able to compare their responses and
see how they have grown in their understanding.

Daily Bible Reading

{(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 3)

Do not expect the students to just randomly read the Bible.
Take the time to develop a specific plan. Turn to page 20 for
suggestions.

Spend some time talking about how to get the most out of
this daily Bible reading time. Three steps might be helpful:

PICTURE the scene (picture the setting or environment)
PONDER the scene (what does it mean - both then and now)
PROMISE (What will I do today as a result of reading this
scripture?)

The acronym “PRIMPT” is also helpful:

Pray-Before you begin, ask for God’s presence.

Read the Bible-Read scripture and any background informa-
tion or explanatory notes.

Meditate-Spend some time reflecting on what you have
read and how it applies to you.

Pray again-Spend your closing moments with God.

Take it with you-Put into action what you have learned;
make it part of your daily living,

Picture This!

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 6)

Jump ahead to lesson 1 and read about the video and photo
album and generate some excitement for it. Together page
through the God and Church workbook and look at the “Pic-
ture This!” sections. Talk about the pros and cons of each.
Take an “inventory” of the equipment and experience that
your group has with videos, photography, and scrapbook-
ing. Be sure to poll both students and parents. If you have a
large class, consider forming groups and making more than
one video.

If your students choose to do a video, talk about the title
for their program. Can they come up with a catchy phrase?
a logo? If your students choose to do photo albums, talk
about the actual album. Do they want to use spiral note-
books? file folders with construction paper? a real photo
album? a scrapbook? Ask students to bring photo albums
to the next session.

Explain the Schedule

Give each participant a schedule (see page 36 in the Coun-
selor Manual or visit www.praypub.org for a sample sched-
ule). You may want to duplicate your schedule on colored

paper and have your students staple it to the table of con-
tents (page 2 in their Student Workbooks). Counselors are
encouraged to use a schedule. Please preprint the dates and
topics to be covered (the topics are helpful in case students
are absent and need to do makeup work). Explain that each
week you will announce the “Assignment” and “What to
bring” so that students can make note of them on their
schedule sheet.

Closing

. Remind students to start reading their Bibles.

« If the group is making photo albums, remind students to
bring their photo albums next session.

« Close with prayer:

Dear God, thank you for each young person here today and for
your promise to be with each of them. Be with us on our jour-
ney through the God and Church program. May it be filled with
fun and laughter, and much learning and discoveries.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Notes, Ideas, Thoughts
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c o RESSONT -
MY JOURNEY: Meeting Jesus, the Person

Objectives

« Understand that Jesus shared our humanity.

« Know why it is important that Jesus was human.

« Become familiar with several events in the life of Jesus.

What You Will Need

Ten notecards for each student (envelopes or plastic bags
or rubber bands for each student to store their note-
cards)

Optional: timer, paper for each student

Look Back

- See if the participants remember one another’s names.

« Who was Joshua? What comparisons can you make be-
tween yourself and Joshua?

« Check your students’ progress on their daily Bible read-
ing plan. If everybody is following the same plan, ask a
few questions about the scripture that was read.

Opening Activity

Set a timer for one or two minutes. Have the students write
the names of as many famous people as they can think
of. (They may be surprised by how many names they can
write.) Their lists may include athletes, actors/actresses,
musicians, politicians, and even famous people in history
who are no longer living. When they are finished, compare
their lists. Does everybody know every name listed? If old-
er adults (parents or grandparents) had done this exercise,
do you think you would know every name on their lists?
Would they know the names on your list? What do you
have to do to become famous? Are famous people known
to everybody (or just to certain age groups)? Do you think
that they will still be famous in five years? twenty years?
What do you think a person has to do to become famous
for all time? Did any of the lists include Jesus? Why would
Jesus belong on a list of famous people?

Anticipating the Journey

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 4)

This exercise will help students see Jesus as a real person.
It might be easy for your students to think of examples of
when Jesus was a baby. Challenge them to think of Jesus
as a youth their own age.

My Journey in the Bible

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 4)

1. As students look up these Bible verses, be sure to dis-
cuss other emotions and human traits besides the ones
included in the passages. Can your students think of some
Bible stories when Jesus was happy? Can they picture Je-
sus laughing?

a. John 19:28-Jesus was thirsty.

b. John 11:35-Jesus wept.

c. Matthew 27:46-Jesus despaired.

d. Luke 22:44-Jesus was in anguish.

e. John 2:13-16-Jesus was angry, almost violent.

Additional passages:

Luke 2:6-7-Jesus was born and wrapped up to keep warm.
Luke 2:48-Jesus worried his parents.

Mark 1:35-Jesus woke up early to be by himself.

Mark 2:15-Jesus was sitting at the table surrounded by peo-
ple.

2. Read Hebrews 2:17-18, 4:15, and 5:7-9. Why is it im-
portant that Jesus was human? Jesus had to know our hurts
and our shortcomings in order to help us. Jesus knows all our
temptations, all our sorrows, and understands us. Jesus sym-
pathizes with us. Jesus had to be tempted in every way in or-
der to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins.

Lesson 1

My Journey: Meeting Jesus, the Person

Anticipating the Journey

Jemon started oxst as & baby, just s you did. He
laarned to crawl and then to walk. Jesas had to
lewrn to talk and then to read and write. Although
Jesus lived in a vary different time, mary things in
Jeay' cildhood were similar to things in yours.
Takoe the tima 1o think sbout Jesus growing up 212
chikd. What are somme things that you think would
have been the asme for bath you and Jestis? (Use
your imagination. For example, would Jems have
eeded a baby-nitter from time to tme? Would he
huave fallens down and cut his knae? Did be hase
chores? Hamewark?) What does this mean ta pou?

My Journay in the Bible

Tha first part of your Godond Churc A jour nay will
introduce you o Jesus. As Chrirtiane, we strive to
walk hand in hand with Jess. Who is Jesus? Jesus
was amal person who lved and walked on this
earth, He s ooe of the most famous fgues in all
‘history. This first section will focus on Jeus, a true
human beng,

1, We ofien oveddook the humanity of Jesas,
but Jasus was fully human. Read the following
passages and explain how they show the uman
side of Jesus.

a. John 15:28

b. John 1135

<. Matthaw T7:46

o Luks 2244

» Jobn 22316

2. Read Hebroven 2:17-18, 4:15, and 5:7-9. Why is
it important that Jesus was buman?
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3. Match each item in Column A with the correct event in
Column B.

Stones into bread = Jesus is tempted

Empty tomb = Jesus rises from the dead

Fishers of people = Jesus calls his disciples
Hosanna! = Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem
Go and make disciples! = The Great Commission
Manger =Jesus is born

Upper room = The Last Supper

Sun stopped shining = Jesus dies on the cross
Dove descending from heaven = Jesus is baptized
Water into wine = Jesus’ first miracle

BOOND N AW
b e kb
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4. As students rearrange their note cards in chronological
order, feel free to include additional events if you like. You
may want to provide envelopes, plastic bags, or rubber
bands to help your students store their notecards. These
notecards can be used later to play games as a fun way to
review this lesson.

Jesus is born

Jesus is baptized

Jesus is tempted

Jesus calls his disciples

Jesus’ first miracle

Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem
The Last Supper

Jesus dies on the cross

Jesus rises from the dead

The Great Commission

5. Listing three things about each event will serve as a re-
view for students who have been brought up in the church.
Divide the stories among the class. You may allow them to
work in small groups. Each group can look up and read one
story and then share with the class the three things that
they chose to write on their notecards.

This exercise will take much longer for participants who
are new to the church and who may not know much about
Jesus. This will be a way to teach some important stories
of Jesus. Take the time to read each story aloud. Together
find three things to write on the back of each notecard.

Optional Activities:

+ Have students look through their notecards and pick the
event that they were least knowledgeable about. Then
have them pick one or two events that mean the most to
them. Take turns explaining why.

- If the students had to make notecards to describe the
events in their lives, what kind of events would they
choose? What stands out the most (both good and bad)?
(trips, vacations, meeting a best friend, a death in the fam-
ily, a pet, moving, receiving an award) What events have
brought you closer to God?

- Play some games with the notecards. Mix up the cards.
Divide into teams and see which team is first in arrang-

ing them in chronological order. Or spread the cards face
up on the table. Start describing the event and see which
person can pick up that card first. Or make a new set of
cards (copy the items from both Column A and Column
B on notecards) and play a matching game.

Highlights of My Journey

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 5)

Postcards have brief messages. They’re exciting because
they tell about the highlight of a trip. Make this a quick
exercise for your students. You may want to have them
sign and date each one. At the end of the God and Church
program, the postcards will serve as a nice summary of
their journey.

3. Geargs Washington, Martin Luthier King, Jr., Mother Teresa, Josus Christ .. -M-u-(unyhum =

are famous historical figares, Biographies hrve bees written about these i t0 help na nderstand
lhurphamhulmynd:htmpa:tdnnhqhncnumthy.@mmdyufhn-nﬂhgnm&

a biographical skatch of Jesus’ kifa e moowded in the Bible. Each of the itens listed in Column A are
amociated with a particuler event in the tife of Jesus. Match each itwm in Coluren A with the carmetwvent
in Cobumn B. {If pou are ot familiar with these events, you may neerd t read about them fn your Bitde.)

4 Copy the events listed in Column B oo notecands. Ask your coumafor if thers are additional avents thar
you should a3d to the irt, Then srrange the motaxands in chmnological order. Conswit your Bidla to figure
out the correct ordar,

5. On the back of each notacard, Lirt thrws things that you know o Jeamed abaut that event. Read more
about the event in yeur ible i you canact list ar leset three things.

nghlights of My Journey

Look hack over what you have loarned from this leg of your journey sbout masting Jesus, a trive buman
baing 1o the postcard balow, tell what you fed! is most important or what you remember mose. Your
Gaessage shersld be very brief (only cne or two sentances) and tell sbout the hightight of your jocrmey
Adklress your postzand to rameone who would enjoy hearing about your fuith journey ar somenne who you
fael wonddd benefit from what pou learnad.
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Picture This!

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 6)

Video

The first video segment focuses on Jesus. One suggestion
is to pretend that it is Good Friday and that Jesus has just
died. Your news team can prepare a special tribute to his
life. Your students can cover as many events as they want,
depending on the size of the class. Your anchorpeople can
break in and cover the resurrection story “live” on Easter
morning. Keep in mind that your students will be study-
ing Lessons 2 and 3 while planning their first video seg-
ment. There may be additional items that they want to
add as they complete these lessons.

As students choose the events for their video, they do not
have to be limited to the events listed on page 5 in the
Student Workbook. Students who have been brought up
in the church may know many more stories. Encourage
them to consider Jesus’ miracles, his parables, and other
favorite stories.

It is very important to divide the video project into small-
er tasks. The quicker you can assign specific tasks to in-
dividuals (or to small groups) the better off you will be.
Perhaps different groups can be responsible for a specific
event in the life of Jesus. The groups will be responsible
for writing scripts for the anchorperson(s), writing scripts
for the actors, making a list, and collecting any necessary
props and costumes, etc. The events can be covered in dif-
ferent ways. Perhaps one group will choose to interview
some eyewitnesses; another group may want to reenact
the event.

Your students will continue to work on Video Segment
1 for the next two sessions (they will film it during Mile
Marker 1). Allow enough time for them to brainstorm
and be creative during this initial planning session. Let
students do the planning and ask for a report at the end
of the session. Tell them that they will start writing their
scripts next session.

Photo Album

Students will be asked to add “chapters” to their photo al-
bums. The number of pages in each chapter will be up to
the students and depend on the type of assignment they
are doing. Encourage the students to create title pages for
their chapters to identify the themes and connect them to
the God and Church curriculum. Each lesson requires a new
chapter. Students are expected to complete each chapter
before the next lesson.

If your students choose to take pictures with a camera,
have them list each picture that they want to take, that is,
who or what will be in each picture? Where will it be tak-
en? Any special background or angle to the picture? Any
special instructions? Review this list with them to make
sure that it is complete. Remind them to have plenty of
light when taking pictures.

Q Collage- (If the students want to, they may add phrases to
their collages, e.g., “Jesus wept,” Jesus thirsted,” “I imagine
Jesus laughing over a favorite joke.”)

3 Choose two events in the life of Jesus that are espe-
cially meaningful to you. Find pictures to illustrate the
event and your feelings about it. (For example, a picture
of friends or a teacher and student may illustrate Jesus’
relationship with his disciples; a picture of a family sharing
a meal may illustrate the Last Supper; a picture of some-
one crying may illustrate feelings about the crucifixion and
death of Jesus.)

Q Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson.
Use markers or color pencils and make your picture
eye-catching. (It may be helpful to have some sample post-
cards. Postcards are attractive and seem to capture the es-
sence of a place or event. You may want the students to
design more than one or a series of postcards. Encourage
them to put some thought into their design.)

Closing
« Review the schedule. Have students write in any as-
signments or things that they need to bring to the next
meeting.
« Remind students to continue their plan for daily Bible
reading.
+ Close with prayer:
Heavenly Father, we thank you for Jesus, who shares our
humanity—our hurts, our sorrows, our joys.
As we learn of Jesus’ life here on earth,
may it point us to Jesus’ heavenly reign above. Amen.

segment willfocus an the life of Jesus. Decide

which events in Jemus’ fife you will cover. Then

decide how you will cover tham. Consider the
v o

T lntaviews-Inrerview people wha knew Jerus.

Picture Thist

“Picturs Thial" will be st the end of each kasson
after yoo bve studied and discussed portions of
seriptuze. Ttwill be 2 racord of your journey. You
can choote between mking 4 vide or 4 photo
album, This will be an oagoing project chroughout

the entire progrem.
go back in time aod coves the vews Tira”
de ul fnclute iak for the Bibie
TFy0u chooss to make a ¥ideo, you will need o ,
hove accens 1o 2 video cames and other related w=d """"“"“‘d F’P"w ple sboat Jewss and
equpment. Yoo ssignment will be to produce brings pecple lose to bim. 8
L . . 2 Prrsonal story-Share your own faith story and
B ‘with interviaws, wn,
e e i tall what Jesun means £ yous

500, You will decide the conzent and the format.
Thare will be thres main vides segments. 1 you
choose oo make a photo sibum, you will need &
ateboak or srapbock and a cunvra. Your altxan
will be a coliection of photographs, draiogs,
Printings, and other works of art. Thare wil be
sarven chapters” in your album,

Take the time to page through the God and Church
workboak and ook at the “Picture This!” sacticza.
Talk with pour counsalor about your ideas for &
video o7 photn album. Regardiass of whether you
chouse o make a video o7 photo s, you wilt
Beed to show your work aad share your stories
with others xt the completion of the Cod amd
Chmerch program.

Make 2 coves or tithe page for your photo album.
Bamicles 4 tithe, be ore 10 inciode yous name and
date, Jutroduce yoummelf and your counsedor by
indluding a picture of the two of you. Your frst
chaptes in pour photo ibum wil introduce Jerus
and show his humanity. Chaoes ane or mare of the
fallowing options or design your own. Add labala
and descripriona to go sloug with your pichues.

2 Miake a collage {a collection of pictures) of
faces of peophe that show the many diffeent
emotions and faslings thar Jeeus woukd have
fels (.2, happy, sad, worried, husgry, thisty,

Vides tc). You mey ake photographs of peaple with

Dacice an & name for your TV show and design
alog for your program. Choose ane or two
anchorpeople to bost yomy show. Every tine you
Sim 2 sagment for your shove, your anchorpeople
wili intzodce ar annowncr the new story.
Toor S il pa Tty
themoghout tha video. Your assignment is to
intrxhace yous show, explain the purposs of your
program, and plen the frst segment. Your frt

differeat facial axpressicna, OF yOu DAY Cut
Pitures owz of okl mgaines o newspapers.
Ue 4 Eany pictures and as many pages i your
photo album as yoo want.

2 Choose two evants in the Jife of Jesas that ame
eapacially meaningful to you. Find picnures to
uitvate the event and your feslings about it.

2 Dusiggn the front side of the postcan for this
tsusan. Use marken oy color pencils and make
your picture eye-catching,
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MY JOURNEY: Meeti

Objectives

« Understand that Jesus is fully divine; he is the Son of
God.

+ Hear the Good News of Jesus.

Look Back

« Check your students’ progress on their daily Bible reading
plans. If everybody is following the same plan, ask a few
questions about the scripture that was read.

+ Review Lesson 1. Why is it important that Jesus was hu-
man? What was Jesus’ first miracle? What were the three
temptations that Jesus faced in the wilderness? What
event is associated with the shouting of “Hosanna!"?

- If you have time, ask students to arrange their notecards
(from Lesson 1) in chronological order. Make it a race.

What You Will Need

Optional: bag with slips of paper (listing items students
have never seen), Bible dictionary, embroidery thread,
beads, color pencils or crayons

Opening Activity

On small slips of paper or notecards, list items that you
think your students have personally never seen or touched
(e.g., the North Pole, Australia, rattlesnake, Abraham Lin-
coln, sapphire, etc.). Put the pieces of paper in a bag. Ask
students to get in small groups of two or three. Have each
group pick a paper out of the bag and discuss how they can
prove that the item exists. If they have never seen the item
with their own eyes or touched it with their own hands,
how do they know it exists? How can they know for sure?
(You may also do the reverse of this activity. Include items
that do NOT exist: tooth fairy, Easter bunny, Santa Claus,
or even some outrageous headlines from some of the gro-
cery store tabloids. Can you prove that these items do NOT
exist?) Explain that Lesson 2 will focus on Jesus and believ-
ing without a doubt that he is the Son of God.

Anticipating the Journey

{STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 7)

Do different people know you by different names? (Most
students will agree that not everybody will call a person by the
same name.) What do your names tell about you and the
relationships you have with other people? (Some nicknames
are personal and indicate a very special relationship. A term of
endearment such as “sweetheart” shows a very close relation-
ship. A derogatory name would indicate an antagonistic rela-
tionship. Using a formal name, “James”, instead of “Jim” might
show that they don’t know each other very well.)

My Journey in the Bible
{STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 7)
1. As you look up the many different names for Jesus, you

may want to talk about the reverence we should have for his
name. Why do so many people use his name in vain? What
can we do to keep his name holy?

a. Matthew 1:21  Jesus (“Savior”)
b. Matthew 1:23  Emmanuel (which means, “God with us”)
¢. John13:13 Teacher, Lord (“God”)
d. John 1:29 The Lamb of God (Jesus was slain as a
sacrifice for our sins)
e. John 1:41 Messiah, Christ-(Both mean “anointed”
and indicate that Jesus was both King and
Priest; he was the Promised One.)
Additional verses:
Jeremiah 23:6 The Lord our Righteousness
Isaiah 9:6 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ever

lasting Father, Prince of Peace

What do these names teach us about Jesus?

Jesus was born to be our savior. He would be the perfect sac-
rifice for our sins. He was the long awaited Prophet and King
whom the Jews had been taught by their prophets to expect. He
was the promised Messiah.

Lesson 2
My Journey: Meeting Jesus, the Son of God

Anticipating the Journey
Conuider the importance of nxmes. Your name

is an imrportant part of who you are. In the space
below, Lint all your names and nicknames (pou
=y adao include such words a8 son, granddaughes,
cousin, nephee, etr.}. Then discuss the fullowing
Qquestions with your counselor: Do different pecple
know you by different names? Whit 3 yoar
names tell about you md the relationsbips you
bave with other peopie?

My Journay in the Bible

In the previous section, you took the first soap in
getting to know Jesus, the uuman being. But Jesus
s mauch mare than Just a famous person, The sext
part of your jourtsay will halp you meet Jesus, the
Som of the bving God. Jesus in both fully bumian
and folty divine.

1, Jowas, toa, was caliad by many names, and these

Daznes by which Jesus is allerk List cach name
and, i secessary, look up ita mesning in a Bible

et With your counselor, talk about what
these namad teach ue about Jerus,

. Matthow 1:21

b. Matthew 1:23

d Jobn 1:29

e Joha 141
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2. Jesus uses very vivid imagery when talking about his
identity. As the students draw a picture for each Bible verse,
spend some time talking about the significance of each pas-
sage. Here are some suggestions for what to draw and some
sample questions for discussion:

+ John 6:35 - bread - What did Jesus mean when he said
that “anyone who comes to him would never go hungry...
or be thirsty”?

« John 8:12 - candle, lightbulb, flashlight - What kind
of darkness was Jesus talking about, what kind of light
would a follower of Jesus have, and how would that light
benefit the follower?

+ John 10:9 - gate, door — Jesus says he is a gate that leads
somewhere — where? And is there only one “gate” that
leads there? And who is that?

« John 10:11 - shepherd, shepherd’s crook — What does
Jesus say a GOOD shepherd does for his sheep? Did Je-
sus do that? Was that a GOOD thing he did as the Good
Shepherd? For whom did he do it? And what did that ac-
complish for us?

« John 11:25-26 - cross, empty tomb — What does Jesus say
will be the reward for those who believe that he rose from the
dead and continues to live (the Resurrection and the Life)?

+ John 15:5 - vine and branches - How do we “bear much
fruit?” How do we stay connected to the “Vine™?

John 14:6 - Like John 3:16, this passage conveys the true
message of the Gospel. Jesus is the source of our salvation.
Apart from him, we can do nothing.

3. As students read about the witnesses who believe Jesus
to be the Son of God, it may be necessary to read a larger
portion of each account to provide more background. Here
are the people, what they witnessed, and some reasons why
your students may choose them as effective witnesses.

Matthew 14:22-33

The disciples saw Jesus walk on the water - When Jesus walked
on the water, and then called Peter to walk on the water too,
the disciples declared that Jesus truly was the Son of God. Most
students have seen or experienced severe storms and even been
frightened by them. It is awesome to think of the elements of
nature obeying Jesus.

John 11:23-27

Martha - She saw Jesus raise her brother Lazarus from the dead
(read the entire account of raising Lazarus from the dead from
verse 1 through 45) - Martha made her confession about Jesus BE-
FORE he raised her brother from the dead. She had incredible faith.
Martha was the one who didn’t want the stone rolled away from
the tomb because of the stench from the body. Her testimony after
Lazarus was raised from the dead would have to be awesome.

John 1:32-34

John the Baptist - He baptized Jesus. John said that hewouldn't
have known Jesus unless he had seen the Spirit descend upon
him. John was eyewitness to a powerful scene. He would be very
convincing.

Matthew 27:54 (27-54)

Centurion or Roman officer watching Jesus on the cross (read
from verse 27 through 54) — The longer account provides a
contrast between the soldiers’ early treatment of Jesus (they
flogged, mocked, and spat upon him) and their final realization
that Jesus was the Son of God. The centurion could witness to
the earthquake, the split rocks, the raising of the saints, etc. The
centurion would be a powerful witness.

Acts 9:1-9

Saul was blinded on the Damascus road and heard Jesus speak
to him — This account shows the contrast between Saul who per-
secuted Christians, and Paul who was called by the Lord and
became the world’s greatest missionary. Jesus had to be the
True Son of God in order to bring about that kind of change in
a person.

Additional passages:

Acts 9:36-42

Tabitha raised from the dead — Tabitha was called a “disciple,”
and so was a believer to begin with. After being raised from the
dead, she wouldn't be afraid to tell her story and give God all
the glory.

John 20:24-28

Doubting Thomas saw the resurrected Jesus - The complete
change in Thomas would make him a passionate witness. Thom-
as could confess his shortcomings but also give testimony that
he did indeed see the holes in Jesus’ hands.

2, You have studied tha namen by which Jewss is 3, Jemus statod that he wss the Son of Cod. He
callerd, Now dimcower what Jesus himaelf says sbout  also said that if you did sat believe him, you could.
who heia Bach of the Bible versen in the crom batieve the mirades and rigna that he did. The
cantaina » statement made by Jens that begins frllawing passagen ars the xcounty from people
with 7 am” Raad thia pasages and then draw who knuew Josus o wars epewitoesses to bis
yictum in each boa b remind you of what Jesus mimacies. Ldanitify the people aad explain whet they
saidt. Than writa owt tha words from Joho 146 witnessed

in the epace provided, Discuas these Bible verses

with your coumsebar and tell which verse is most & Matthew 1422-33
meaningful w you
b John 11:28-77
John8a3s
. Jabn 1:32-34
Jobn K12 Jobn YO Jobn 1013
d Matthew 27:54 (27-54)
John 1112520
o Acts ¥1-9
Joha 155
Jobn 14:6 Choose 2 witnem who you think is the most

ffactiva. Explein your choice in the space beloe.
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Luke 1:26-35

Mary, the mother of Jesus — Mary could tell about what the
angel said about Jesus, who he was and how he would be
born.

Mark 5:1-9
“Legion,” an unclean spirit, was cast out by Jesus ~ Students

may be impressed by the fact that even the demons acknowl-
edge that Jesus is the Son of the Most High God.

Matthew 16:13-19

Peter’s confession — Peter had denied Christ; that makes his
confession even stronger.

Optional Activities:

+ Divide into pairs or small groups. Assign an “eyewitness”
to each group. Each group is in charge of “cross-examin-
ing” its eyewitness. What part of the eyewitness’ testi-
mony is most convincing?

« Put the students on trial and accuse them of being Chris-
tian. Is there enough evidence to prove that the young
people are Christian? Is there proof that the students
are followers of Christ?

4. Whether the participants are churched or unchurched,
the counselor should present the Good News of Jesus to
each and every young person. As you read this section in
the Student Workbook with your participants, be sure to
incorporate the special teachings of your denomination
and go over some of the important concepts with your
students (e.g., sin, confession, grace, repentance, salva-
tion, etc.). Perhaps this is a session that the pastor should
attend.

Each of the four themes has two Bible verses. Feel free to
add additional themes, Bible verses, and/or colors to your
rainbow/color chart to better express the Good News of
Jesus. Students are asked to look up each Bible verse and
write a few words to remind them of its meaning. You
may allow their notes to be brief, but please allow plenty
of time for sharing and discussing.

Allow students to pick colors that are meaningful to
them. They should be able to explain their choices. Here
are some examples:

God’s awesome love for you-Red (for love like a heart; for
the blood shed by Jesus); Gold (God’s love is precious
and more valuable than gold)

How sin separates you from God-Black (for our sins);
Gray (being separated or lost in the fog)

How God offers you forgiveness-White (God cleans us
and makes us new); Green (we have new life)

How you can respond to God’s love for you-Green (we
grow in God’s loving forgiveness); Yellow (we shine
with God’s love)

Optional Activities:

« Provide markers, color pencils, or crayons for students
to color their scriptural rainbow/color chart.

* Require that the students memorize key Bible verses.

« Make friendship bracelets out of yarn or embroidery
thread using the colors to represent the story of sal-
vation. Encourage the students to give the bracelets
to somebody and share the Good News of Jesus with
them.

« Use beads with the same colors that are in your rain-
bow/ color chart to make a necklace, key chain, or other
item. Discover how many opportunities you have to talk
about Jesus just because of wearing the beads.

5. Students will be at different stages in their faith jour-
neys. Please affirm each person. Allow each person to an-
swer in his or her own way. Some may be comforted by the
image of Jesus waiting to be invited into their lives. Oth-
ers who are hearing this for the first time may be uncom-
fortable. How do you invite Jesus into your heart? How
will it change me? What if I'm not ready at this time? Be
a good listener. Be sure you hear the questions and needs
of each person. Remind students that even mature Chris-
tians need to continually respond to Jesus’ invitation.

4. Knorwring about Jesus, true human being, and
Jesas, trus Cod, ia not encugh. You must believe
in Jewas and rereive bim in your beart a¢ Lord and
Savicr. Our refationship with Jemis starts with
God's awesame bowe for ua. God's lovw is unending,
all encompassing, and almays raaching sut to 1.
But our relarionship with Cod ia broken by our sin.
Sin is turning away from God. Anytime we choose
o follow our own direction instaad of God's
direction, we sin. But God sent bis son, Jesus, o
din on the cross to wipe sway cur sina. This is good
s indeedt When we confens our sins and mepent
{repant meana to tura back toward God), Cad
Foegives us. Praise Cod that we are calied children.
of Cod! Praise Cod or the Good News of Jaras
Crim}

Make o scriptural *rainbow” or “colar chart” o
vemind you of tha Cood Newa of Jam Chiist.
Read each theme and corresponding Bibie verses
belove. White » firw words tn remind you of their
meaning. Then chooas a mior that you feel

uscrates each theme. Be prepared to explain pour
choicen. (The colors that you chooss do not liverally
havre to be the colots of the rainbow.).

5. Jemus knows you and loves you. He forgives you
and offers you eternal life. Jesus invitew you to
balieve in him. 1t's thar simple. He is smnding and
Imacking at the door of your heart and is waiting
o be asked inside (Rev. 3:20). What does this
mean  youl?

Godyloveloryox  fphasbengyy o
d Ioonthians 1y
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Highlights of My Journey

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 10)

This should be a quick exercise. At the end of the God and
Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice reminder
to the students of what they learned on their faith journeys.

Picture This!

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 10)

Video

Review Lesson 2 with the video project in mind. Are there
additional items that students want to include in their
video? For example, are there some witnesses they learned
about in question 2 that they can interview? Is there a Bible
verse they wish to highlight from question 3? (It might be
interesting to cross-examine the eyewitnesses who con-
tradicted themselves, i.e., Peter denied Christ, Thomas
doubted that Jesus was resurrected, Saul used to persecute
Christians, etc. Some of their stories are very dramatic, and
the students may enjoy reenacting them, e.g., when Jesus
raised Lazarus from the dead.)

Photo Album
Encourage students to add a title page to introduce each
new “chapter” of their photo albums.

U Choose two or three names for Jesus. Cut out individual
letters of the alphabet from magazines and newspapers
to spell out these names in your album. (Encourage stu-
dents to use colorful paper and to arrange their pages as if
they were worship banners for the sanctuary.)

Q Draw or collect symbols of Christ (e.g., Good Shepherd,
crown of thorns, fish, etc.) (Your Sunday school department
or Christian Education Committee may have some resources
on this.)

U Take a picture of a human rainbow (coordinate a group
of volunteers to stand in a rainbow formation and to
wear certain color T-shirts or to hold construction pa-
per). (There have been advertisements that use huge crowds
of people to spell messages or form designs. You don’t neces-
sarily need a huge number of people for this project. Perhaps
a youth group or Sunday school class would be large enough.
The student should be prepared to explain the color code to the
volunteers and include an explanation in the photo album.)

U Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson. Use
markers or color pencils and make your picture eye-
catching,

Closing

* Review the schedule. Have students write in any assign-
ments or things that they need to bring to the next meet-
ing.

+ Remind students to continue their plan for daily Bible
reading.

» Close with prayer.

Dear God, how great is your love that you would send your Son
to die for us! We celebrate the Good News of Jesus and ask for
the strength to live our lives for Christ.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Highlights of My Journey

Look back over what you have learmed finm this log of pour journey slout masting Jews, the Son of Cod.
In the postcard below, tell what you feet is most important ar what you remember st Your messaga
should bw vary brief (anly cne of two sentences) and telt about the highlight of your joarney. Addiress your
poatcand to somecne who would enjoy hearing sbout your journey or somanne vl you feel would benefit

Picture This!

Video
Contivue working an your firse segrnt.
Write the scripe.

Phato Album

The second chapter in your photn album will prociaim that Jesus is the troe

Som of God and izvits others to believs in him Add new pages to your photn

aftumm. Choose coe o more of the fallowing idens ar detign your own, Add

labels and deacriptions t go along with your piccums.

T Choose two or three names for Jasus. Cut out individual Letters of the
alphabet fram magazinet and newspapers t spell out these names in your
album.

2 Drawe o2 collext symbols of Christ (8.5, Good Shepherd, czows of thorns, fishy, etr.)

O Treasform the "scriptural rainbow” o page 9 into 2 lamman rzinbow. Coondinate a group of vohatwers
o wear Getaia color T-ahirts ar to hold cartain color construction paper and to stand i a zainkove
formation. Then tuke their pi

0 Desige the frant side of the postcart for thia leason. Use markers or color pencila and make your pictune
ayr-atching,
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MY JOURNEY: Meeting Jesu:

Objectives

« Know that Jesus invites us into relationship with the
church.

« Learn about the history of your congregation and denom-
ination.

« Become familiar with the important beliefs of your de-
nomination.

« Memorize a creed, statement of belief, or passage of
scripture.

Look Back

« Check your students’ progress on their daily Bible reading
plans. If everybody is following the same plan, ask a few
questions about the scripture that was read.

+ Review Lesson 1 - Make notecards for both columns A
and B on page 5 in the Student Workbook. Randomly
distribute them to your students. Ask them to find part-
ners. (You will need to make as many cards as the number
of students in your class.) Another variation is to have
two complete sets of notecards. Divide the class into two
teams. See which team is faster in matching the cards
correctly.

« Review Lesson 2 — What does “Jesus” mean? “Emmanu-
el?” What do the colors in your rainbow represent?

What You Will Need

Creed or statement of belief or substitute memory assign-
ment

Optional: dominos, guest speaker, photo albums or arti-
facts from your congregation’s history room, reference ma-
terial on your denomination’s history

Opening Activity

Bring in some dominos and let the students have some fun
lining them up and setting off chain reactions. After a few
minutes, focus their attention on the chain reaction that
you have set up. Remove the second domino from your line
so that there is a gap after the first domino. Ask your stu-
dents what will happen. Explain that there are many times
when individuals feel isolated from the church, but it only
takes one person to bring them in and connect them to the
entire church family. Add the second domino back in the
line and set off your chain reaction.

Anticipating the Journey

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 11)

Be prepared to give an example from your personal experi-
ences of how one person can “connect” you to many other
people. Can you give an example from your congregation?
from your scouting group?

he Head of the Church

My Journey in the Bible

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 11)

Read Ephesians 1:22-23 and spend some time talking
about what it means that Jesus is the “head” of the church.
How is the church his body? Be sure to explain that church
here means the larger church of all people who trust in Je-
sus, not just a specific denomination or congregation. All
believers together are the body of Christ and are called the
“church.” Talk about the church not as an organization,
but as an organism-a living, believing group of followers
of Jesus.

Additional passages:

Colossians 1:18 and Ephesians 4:10-16 (These verses pro-
vide a description not only of the “headship” of Christ, but
also of the role of the “member” of his body, the church)

1. Before reading the account in Acts, explain that Pente-
cost was a celebration. It was the Harvest Feast. It was a
dedication of the harvest to God. The ceremony included
the offering of loaves and lambs.

Lesson 3

My Joumey: Meeting Jesus, the Head of
the Church

Anticipating the Journey

Pick anw of your friends, List soume pople whot you hare met becausa of thar friend.

You Your Friand

My Journey in the Bible

Whan you hare a friand, often your friendship is not limited o that person aloos. You may also get to know
ymﬁinflﬁrﬁndhniym,Ilhth-lnudn’z‘wi!hh\mcﬂfn‘tnho-kmw
gotting toknow the church (i.e., others who beliew in Jeris). 1o Epbesiarss 1:22-73, Jesus is prodaimed the
baad of the chirch, snd we, a3 Christiana, mhhbd;ﬂn'dsn,mn“invimknimcwhmmd
pudnimhiml.addenuh,—mﬁﬂmdmﬂmmmwhh
of Christ.

1 Mewting Jesu doean' stop there. It also means getting to know the drxch. The camingof the Haly

Spirit ou Pentacost is often calebrated a5 tha “birthday” of the church. Read about the birth of the charch
i Acta 21 47.
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a. Write down any words that describe the sensory and
emotional experiences in this passage. What was heard,
seen, and felt during Pentecost? (wind, tongues of fire, speak-
ing in many languages, amazement, wonderment, perplexity,
being cut to the heart, fear, praising God)

b. Read the words that you wrote in question a. Circle the
things that you have experienced and felt in your own con-
gregation. What other comparisons can you make between
the early church and your congregation? (both are spirit-
filled; both preach the resurrection of Jesus; both baptize new
converts; both devote themselves to teaching and fellowship,
Communion, prayers, etc. Unchurched youth may want to an-
swer this question by circling those things that they would like
to see in a local congregation.)

Please note: The rest of this lesson deals specifically with
the history of the local congregation and the denomination.
There are no “answers” provided in this Counselor Manual.
Be sure to prepare for this lesson. If your class includes a
mixture of students from different congregations and de-
nominations, consider inviting their pastors (or other rep-
resentatives) to this session. You can have a panel discus-
sion or do a small group rotation from speaker to speaker.
Or you may require the students to complete questions 2
and 3 to be done as homework with someone from their
home congregation.

2. Make the history of your congregation come alive for
your students. If possible, invite some people to talk to
your class about the early years of your congregation. Or
arrange to visit the archive room of your congregation
or bring a photo album or other item to share with your
class. This should be a “storytelling” session. Do not focus
so much on dates or names, but on the stories of faith. Do
not expect your students to write a comprehensive history
of your congregation in the space provided. Instead, allow
them to highlight some of the stories that were especially
meaningful to them. Consider playing a game to test how
well your students know their history. Make up some ques-
tions from the material covered in questions 2 and 3 (or
ask each student to submit three questions with answers).
Have a contest among the class or challenge the pastor or
other leader in the congregation to a friendly contest.

. Write down any words that describe the aensory
and emotinnal experienars in this passsge. fo
other worshs, what was haard, seen, and felx during
Pentscont?

b. Read the words that you wrote in question a.
Circle the things that you havs experismced and
feit in your own congregation, What othar com-
parisons can yens make between the sazly chomh
and pou congregatian?

2. You have read about the szrdy dumrch and how it
startad, Now it is time for you to leam the histary
of your g coogregation. Your congregatian did
not just happen. Who started it? Why? Whea? In
winat way (ar how) did the foundars think your

local cougregation would make n i addic
tion o your commenicy? What ase the highlights
of your congregation’s history? Talk with your

counsekr about thre best way to lewm about your
congregation’s history. Perhap itx histary hes

baen written. Perhaps ye can talk to the chuxch
‘historian or Ebrarien ar a member who can share

- your
Writa some of your discoveries in the naxt column.
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3. Check with your pastor and church library to see what re-
sources are available to you for this assignment. Are there
booklets on your denomination that you can distribute to
your students? Perhaps your dass can work in small groups to
uncover the answers to the questions. Assign one question to
each group and have that group report back to the class. Keep
in mind that the questions listed in the Student Workbook pro-
videjust a starting point for learning about your denomination.
Feel free to add additional information to give your class a bet-
ter understanding of and commitment to your denomination.

4. Choose a creed or statement of belief important to your
congregation. Make copies for your students. Make sure the
student understands what it means before he or she is expect-
ed to memorize it. If your congregation does not use a creed
or statement of belief, explain why to your student. Together
choose an alternate assignment. Does your student know the
Lord’s Prayer? the Ten Commandments? Psalm 23? the Beati-
tudes? Perhaps the student can memorize the verses listed for
the “scriptural rainbow” on page 9 in the Student Workbook.

In a small dlass, you as the counselor may be able to listen to
each student and sign off the memory requirement in each
Student Workbook. But in a large class setting, you may have
to encourage the students to recite their memory work to an-
other adult (parent, Sunday school teacher, etc.) and ask that
adult to sign their books. Check on students’ progress every
week. The target deadline for memory work would be Mile
Marker 2.

GOD AND CHURCH COUNSELOR MANUAL « PAGE 18

4 Nasma scxme spacific beliefs ind practices that

3. Congragations that are bound together by can-
" ortors wee oind A

man. are very impar ™
(o2 = tations). Individusl congy

gations that worlk wit inats able tn

do that which they could not do alona Dom ypour

congragaticn balong, to & dencmsination? If so,

$earn about your demomination's stary. Whether

you read & book of pamphlet, g on-line, or taik to
your counselox, try w anwwer the follawing ques-
tons:

2. Name two o thiree ressons for you denamina-
Hion's founding,

b. Nume soms of tha kay pacple who hélped start
your clencanination.

c. List several imzportant datws ia your desomina-
ficn's history.

« Name several bediefs that you hare in common
with oher Christian groups.

4 Many churches use crveds or stat anents of faith
o rema of what they believe zb dand
Jesus Christ. I e is tsend n your chusch, read it
Clonely and discass ite taarivg with your unselor,
Then memarive it. After you k2 it, recite i2 to 4
achlt, explain what it means 1 you, and ask him or
Iver o ign in the space below, IF your church does
Dok use a creed oF statenent of belief. pour counselor
will suggeet =n altemate assignment. Find out why
irution i doctris hovea

writtam stetemment of belief) What does it have?
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Highlights of My Journey

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 14)

This should be a quick exercise. At the end of the God and
Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice reminder
to the students of what they learned on their faith jour-
neys.

Picture This!

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 14)

Video

Video Segment 1 will be filmed next session during Mile
Marker 1. Review each person’s assignment and ask for a
volunteer(s) to call everybody the night before to remind
them of what to bring.

Remind students to use their anchorperson(s) to introduce
each new video segment.

Photo Album

Check on the progress of each individual. Remind your stu-
dents that they will present the first three chapters of their
photo albums at the next session (Mile Marker 1).

Students should design title pages for each new chapter of
their photo albums.

U Collect photographs that illustrate the key events in the
history of your congregation. Get permission to make
copies. Write captions for your pictures. (Perhaps the pho-
tographs can be used to make a timeline.)

Q Take a current picture of one or two of the longtime
members of your congregation. See if they can give you
a photograph of themselves taken at about the time that
they joined the congregation. Ask them to comment on
the changes that they have seen in the church during
their lifetimes. (The student can also ask about the individ-
ual’s own faith journey. How has the individual’s faith grown
during his or her tenure at the church?)

Q Make a time line of the history of your congregation.
(Make sure the time line uses a scale, e.g., one inch equals one
year. Can the time line be reproduced for a church bulletin
board or archive room?)

U Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson. Use
markers or color pencils and make your picture eye-
catching.

Closing

« Remind students that they should be finishing their plan
for reading the Bible and that you will talk about it next
session.

+ Remind students about the memory work on page 13.

« Review the schedule. Point out that the next session will be
the first “Mile Marker.” All makeup work should be com-
pleted by next week. If the main focus will be on filming
the video, review the list of props, costumes, scripts, sup-
plies, etc. that students need to bring to the next meeting.
Ask them to put their names on their props so that noth-
ing will get lost. You may want to ask for additional parent
volunteers to help with the filming of the video.

« If you will be going on a field trip, distribute permission
slips and make appropriate announcements.

» Close with prayer:

Dear God, thank you that we never have to be alone. Thank you

for surrounding us with fellow believers who support us on our

journey. We praise you for the church. We praise you for Jesus.

May Jesus be so real to us that we express that love

through service to the church. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Highlights of My Journay

Look back over what you have lesrned from this leg of pour journey about masting Jesus as the head of the
chureh. In the postrard below, tell what you feel is 01082 impostant or what you remember mast Your mes-
suge shouid be very brief (cnly one or two sentences) and tell shout the highlight of your jonrnay. Address
yous posteard t> momeane who would enjoy haaring sbaut yoar faith jouruey or somecne who you feal
would benefit from what you heve learnad.

Picture This!

Video
Makn inal plana for filming Video Segwent 1 e, gather all props, costumss, and
video equipmmunt that you will need and make capies of the rcript fr everybody

Photo Album

The third chapter in your photo album will ta sbout the history of your con-

gregation and/or denamination. Add new pages to your photo sitam. Choow "
006 oF move of the (rllowing deas ar desigo your own. Add labels and deacrip- | pogITO

tioms & go along with your pictures. e
D Coliact photographs that ithust rxte the key evwnts in the hiatory of youz con-
gregation. Cet permins ice copies. Write captions for your pictumes.

33 Taks a cmant pictiare of one of two of the longtime members of your cngregation. See if they an give
you s photograph of thamseives taken at about the time that they joined tha coogregation. Ask them w
commant on the changes that they havs seen in the church during their lifatizs,

O Maks a time line of the history of your congregation.

T Desigu the front sicke of the postcard for thrin lesean. Use markers ot calor pencils and make your picture
epe-catching,
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PROJECT I:
Daily Bible Reading

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 15)

Do not expect the students to just randomly read the Bible.
Take the time to develop a specific plan. Since Unit I fo-
cuses on Jesus, it makes good sense to read an entire gos-
pel (Matthew, Mark, or Luke). Some Bibles include two- or
three-week plans for reading some of the major stories in
the Old Testament as well those in the New Testament.
Some church publishing houses also put out very good de-
votional resources for teens. You may want to have several
options available for your students. Be sure to participate
in the daily reading plan with your students and check with
them periodically to encourage them and talk about the
scripture.

The calendar or chart found in the Student Workbook may
be used in different ways. It may be used to record the actu-
al plan for reading the Bible, or it may be used as a reading
record (students would indicate which days they actually
read their assignment). As the counselor, you may provide
a preprinted plan for your students. You may also require
that your students keep a journal in a separate notebook.
Please provide appropriate instructions for the Daily Bible
Reading requirement.

PROJECT!
Daily Bible Reading

The first recuirement of the God anid Charch program is to mad your Biole every diy for thras weeks. {If
poasible, try reading your Bible throughout the entire God and Charch prograr.) Make a plan with your
lor. Will yo read an eni 12 Wikl you se 2 series? Wil you keep a journal of your.

thoughts and quastions? Write your plan. You miy use the chart balow ¥ record your plan and/or to keep
track of your progress by recording the days tht pou read and the pessages that you mwad on esch day.

What { found difficult:

What { enjoyed:

‘What | learned:

Dabe Campleted: G
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Mile Marker 1
Objectives

+ Make sure Unit I is complete.

» Review and sign off Project L.

« Filny Video Segment 1 or have students present the first
three chapters of their photo albums;

» Introduce Unit IT and preview Project IL.

What You Will Need
Small slips of paper with names (see Opening Activity),
equipment and supplies for video or photo album

Opening Activity

Play a guessing game. Make a list of the names of Bible
characters you have studied in this unit and the names of
important individuals in the history of your congregation
and denomination. Write names on small slips of paper
and put them in some type of container. Have each stu-
dent pick ane name and give three clues. See who can be
the first one to guess the answer.

Unit 1 Wrap-Up

+ Unit I Flip through the Student Workbook page by page
with your students. Fill in any missing work. Sign off
anybody who can recite the mermory work on page 13

» Project I: Ask students to reflect on and evaluate their
daily Bible reading plans on page 15 in the Student Work-
book: Encourage them to continue reading the Bible. Per-
haps have another plan or schedule to offer them.

« Photo Album: Ask each individual to show his or her pho--
to album and to talk about the work.

Video
Do the actual filming for Video Segment 1

Preview Unit i

As you introduce Unit II, be sure to highlight requirement
#3 on page 21 in the Student Workbook. If possible, an-
nounce the date and time of the worship service to at-
tend together as a class. Then preview Project Il (Student
Workbook, page 23; Counselor Manual, page 28). Discuss
the choices for Projéct Il with your students and then give
them time to talk about their choices with their parents.
They need to decide on their projects by next meeting. (If
youhave already arranged to visit other churches asaclass
field trip, let your students know about your plans. Will
you require that they clioose another project to do on their
own?) Male sure that projects are suitable and challeng-
ing for each student. Keep in mind their different church
backgrounds and experiences.

Closing
- Thank students fora fun session and for all their hard work.
There will be another Mile Marker at the end of Unit IL.
» Remind students to continue their memory work:
»Close with a prayer:
Dear God, thank you for the young people here today. Thank
you for loving each and every one of them. As we continue in
the God and Church program, we ask that you journey with
each person. Share iri our work, our learning, and our laughter.
In Jesus" name we pray, Amen.
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Mwoume Y: Learning

Objectives

+ Understand how Jesus worshiped God in his everyday
living.

« Learn about prayer.

Look Back

+ Review Lesson 1: What is the Great Commission?

« Review Lesson 2: Who was Martha? Who was Saul?

+ Review Lesson 3: How old is your congregation? Name a
key person who helped start your denomination.

- Mile Marker 1: Ask a question about the video, photo al-
bum, or field trip.

- Together recite the memory work.

What You Will Need

Agree/Disagree signs posted at opposite ends of room

Optional: prayer rocks, bag with slips of paper with special
phrases (see “Closing”)

Opening Activity

Ask the students to imagine that they are in the presence of

the Lord God and to assume different positions as you read

Bible passages.

« As you read Isaiah 40:1-2, students should sit on the floor
hugging their knees to their chest.

« As you read Isaiah 40:3-5, students should stand straight
and tall.

« As you read Psalm 95:1-5, students should stand tall with
arms outstretched and head thrown back.

- As you read Psalm 95:6-7, students should kneel with
head bowed.

Discuss the following questions. What words or feelings
came to mind during this exercise? What images did you
have of God? How did your physical position affect your
thoughts and attitudes? How was this a form of worship?
In this lesson we will learn how Christ’s everyday living was
a form of worship.

Anticipating the Journey

{STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 16)

Make a sign that says “AGREE” and one that says “DIS-
AGREE.” Post them at opposite ends of the room. Read the
statements in the Student Workbook and ask the students
if they agree or disagree with each statement. Tell them to
move to different spots in the room to show if they totally
disagree, sort of disagree, sort of agree, or totally agree with
the statements. Ask them to explain why they are standing
in their spots.

W Chr

stWorshiped God

My Journey in the Bible

{STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 16)

1. After reading the introductory paragraphs, quickly as-
sign the verses to different individuals to read aloud. The
verses should help you answer the following questions:
How did Jesus refer to the synagogue? What was his at-
titude toward the synagogue? How often did he go to the
synagogue? What did he do there?

Was Jesus’ attitude toward the synagogue the same as
your students’? As they redo the agree/disagree exercise
from Jesus’ point of view, ask them to point out the ones
that were completely different. What does Jesus’ example
mean to you? (Allow students to freely answer. Some may
be challenged to have a more positive attitude toward church;
others may be encouraged that they share something in com-
mon with Jesus.)

2. As you discuss how scripture was a part of Jesus’ everyday
life, refer back to the Daily Bible Reading Plan in Project Iand
stress how important it is for Christians to read the Bible.

Lesson 4
My Joumney: Learning How Christ
Worshiped God

Anticipating the Journey Lude 249
Raud the foowing stataoents. Fadicxte whetbar

you agree or disagres with each statmment. Be
prepared to explain your answers.

Lude 416
MREL CLACEER
s 3  algotochuxhbecssal hawe to.
a 2 b Kseasyfor ma o daydream
churing the servica and ot really Matthew 2655
pay actertion © what's being said.
s} T Church refrashes me,
a T & Theonly time  think about God Luka 21:37-38

or rexc] from the Bitle Is when ) go
w church.

a Qo lwant o ke mom actve roke
in church than Just singing or

Mark 11:15-17
ronding along.

O  f.idorftabways want ©go o church,
butFm usually glad when i do.

Qg Dwring the woek i cach myself Go back and answer the agres/disagree stat enents
singing & sang of B the 3 Jusus’ point of view. Use

a differt calor pers o pencil. Hwe itnidar are your

oweponms? What dows Jess” exarophe masan to you?

3 2 hllook forwaed o seeing my

My Journey in the Bible

Jemus Lived his life in praise of Cod. His words, his
actions, bis whole being geve glory and honor te
God Warship vwas zot somathing that wean reserved
for the synagogue. Jemz’ everycdsy living was &
farm of worship. Womship is showing God respact
amd honor, It is giving total priority to Cod. All that
we do in reaponae to God's love is womship.

2. Jerus read and quoted scripture. Scriptare

was 10t somathing that was reserved fior the
ipoure was a part of his everycay

bife. Josas’ knowbedge of scoiptre gave glory and

bonar o God. Readabout Jerus’ being temped

by Sezan in Luka 4:1-13, and dizcuss the following

quastions with your counssar:

1 Coingtothy i way that
shiped Godl Jevcam et wts
{olke. Roac! the following Ribile veress to learn how
itmportant the synagogias was to Jesus (you may make
i the grovided next toeach
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a. How did Jesus’ knowledge of scripture protect him? (Je-
sus was able to answer every temptation with scripture. He
didn’t have to think about what he should do. He already knew
the answer.) How did Jesus’ knowledge of scripture give glo-
ry to God? (God’s will was the priority in Jesus’ life. Whenever
we live by God’s Word, we give glory to God.)

b. Think of situations in your own life where it would be
helpful to know scripture. (when facing temptations, relat-
ing to other people, making any kind of choice, etc.) How can
knowing the Bible affect your behavior and the choices you
make? (The Bible provides instruction, but if you don’t read
and study the Bible, it can’t help you. You need to know what
the Bible teaches and how God wants you to act BEFORE you
get into tough situations.) How is reading scripture a form
of worship? (Reading the Bible is wanting to learn about God,
wanting to make God a priority, showing God respect and rever-
ence. All this is worship.)

Optional Activity:

Have students make up skits showing how scripture can
help them make good choices when pressured to do wrong.
Be prepared to suggest some scripture passages: honor your
father and your mother, do not take the name of the Lord
your God in vain, love your neighbor as yourself, turn the
other cheek, etc.

3. “Commune” means to converse intimately. It implies a
very trusting and personal relationship.

a. Each of the following passages describes a time when
Jesus was praying. Identify each event. (Point out that Je-
sus prayed in ALL circumstances—good, bad, when facing tough
choices, etc.) Then reflect on the important times in your
own life. (For young people, the important times do not have
to be momentous occasions. They can be choosing friends, par-
ticipating in an important sports or musical event, facing the
challenges of schoolwork, looking forward to a special weekend,
planning a trip, etc.) With your counselor, discuss the role
prayer played (or could have played) in those moments.

Luke 3:21-22 (Jesus was baptized and was praying.)

Luke 6:12-13  (Jesus prayed all night before choosing his
twelve disciples.)

Luke 9:12-17 (Jesus prayed over the loaves and fishes
before the feeding of the five thousand.)

Luke 9:28-36 (The transfiguration happened as Jesus
was praying.)

Luke 22:39-46  (Jesus was praying before his betrayal
by Judas.)

Optional Activity:

+ Form small groups and assign each group one of the scrip-
ture passages above. Pantomime or act out each event.
Try to guess the situation.

b. We learn in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 that we should pray
without ceasing. What does this mean? Is it possible to
pray nonstop? (This does not mean that we need to mumble

prayers every minute of the day. It means that we are to be in
a constant attitude of prayer, always mindful of God’s will for
our lives, always turning to God in our need, relying on God,
sharing everything with God.) Think about your own prayer
life as worship. How often do you pray? When do you pray?
With whom do you pray? Talk with your counselor about
ways to strengthen your prayer life. Write them in the space
below. (Keep a prayer journal; find a special time and place to
pray, perhaps early in the morning; have a prayer list of people
to pray for; have a prayer partner; use an acronym to direct your
prayers: ACTS-Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving, Suppli-
cation, PATH-Praise, Apology, Thanks, Help, PReMPT-Pray,
Read the Bible, Meditate, Pray again, Take it with you.)

b. Welearn in 1 Thessalomians 5:16-18 that we
should pray without cessing, What does this
mean? ls it p pray nonstop? Think ab
your own prayer Life as worship, How oftan do you
pray? When do you pray? With whom do you peay?
Talk with your counselor about way to strengthen
your prayer bife, Write those wayn in the space
below.

2. How did Jesus’ knawledge of scripture protect
him? How did Jewss' knowladge of scripture give
ghary to God?

b, Think of sitcsations in your own kife when it
ould be helpful 1 know scripture, How an
knowisg the Bible effect your behuvior and the
choicas you make? How is reading scriprare a form
of worship?

4. Luke 15:37-40 tells of a timw whea the Pharisees
wanted to rebuke the crowd of discipies for
praising Cod. Jetus had an interesting respanse.
Jeaus paid if the prople were to refrain from.
Praising God, the very stones would ary out
instead.

a. How did Jesus’ life on Earth “ary out” in praive
of Gad? How was his rwryday ving a form of
3. Jenus bad a rich prayer life. He ofen eft the worship?

crowds i be by hizaself and pray. When Jesus
prayed, he did more than just talk and leten o
God. Ha communed with Cod. What doss it mean
0 “commune™

b, Name soma penple in the Bible whose very lives
& Each of the foliowing passages describes 2 time “eried out’ with praise for Cod.
when, Jemu was praying. kimitiy each evant. Than
reflect on the fpartent times in your own life.
With your counselor, discuss the role praper played
{or could huve played) in those moments.

Loke 3:31-22 . Name some people today whose very lives “cry
out” with praise for Gad.
Luke 6:12.13
Ludw 3:12-17F
4 Think about pous own lifa. How does your
Luke 9:28.36 veryay living praise Cod
Loka 223546
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Optional Activities:
+ Form prayer partners.
+ Make a prayer list together as a group. Have each stu-
dent copy the list and take it home. Update the list every
week.
Make prayer rocks. It could be as simple as finding a rock
and decorating it, using permanent markers. Put the rock
on your pillow to remind you to pray every night when
you crawl into bed. After you get into bed, put the rock on
the floor so that it will remind you to say a prayer when
you step out of bed in the morning.
Start a prayer rock (or other object) for the class. Choose an
object large enough to eventually have everybody’s name
on it. If you have a large class, you may want to have two
or more prayer rocks. The person who starts the prayer
rock signs his or her name on the rock and then chooses
the next person. He or she must pray for that person and
then give it to that person without the person’s knowing
it (hide it in a backpack, put it in the pocket of his or her
jacket, etc.). Each person, as he or she receives the prayer
rock, must sign the rock and continue the process until
everybody has had a turn.
« Divide the students into small groups and ask them to re-
write the Lord’s Prayer in their own words.

4. To help your students envision “stones” crying out in
praise of God, find pictures in old calendars or magazines
that show scenes in nature. Talk about how the peaceful-
ness and beauty in nature gives praise to God.

a. How did Jesus’ life on Earth “cry out” in praise of God?
How was his everyday living a form of worship? (Every-
thing that Jesus did gave praise and glory to God. Jesus lived a
life without sin. He was obedient to God, even unto death.)

b. Name some people in the Bible whose very lives “cried
out” with praise for God. (Be prepared to give examples from
both the Old Testament and New Testament, both male and
female, both young and old.)

¢. Name some people today whose very lives “cry out” with
praise for God. (Allow students to name some individuals
who are famous singers, evangelists, etc. Be sure they name
ordinary people or acquaintances in their own lives.)

d. Think about your own life. How does your everyday liv-
ing praise God? (Challenge students to find ways that their
lives give praise to God beyond attending church or Sunday
school. Help them become more conscious of living their lives
for Christ. Even when they’re not praising God aloud with
their words, their lives and the things that they do should give
praise and honor to God. The way they treat other people, how
they try to be helpful and patient, the choices that they make
should show that God has priority in their lives.)

Notes, Ideas, Thoughts
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Highlights of My Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 18)

This should be a quick exercise. At the end of the God
and Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice re-
minder to the students of what they learned on their faith
journeys.

Picture This!
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 18)
Video

Video Segment 2 will focus on how your congregation
worships. Your students won’t study this topic until the
next lesson, but the planning should begin now, especial-
ly since students will need to contact and make arrange-
ments to interview and video the many different people
involved in a worship service. Keep in mind that Unit II
is shorter than Unit 1. Students will only have one more
session to plan the video before they have to film it during
Mile Marker 2.

Give special consideration for the filming of Video Seg-
ment 2. Will the “interviewees” come to your Mile Marker
session? Which parts should be filmed separately (i.e.,
choir rehearsal, printing of bulletins, etc.). Do not over-
look these important details.

Photo Album

U Go outside and take photographs or find pictures in old
magazines or calendars that show how God is glorified
in creation. Find an appropriate Bible verse (or verses)
to express how all nature gives praise to God. (Besides
Bible verses, the student may also choose to write the lyrics
to some Christian songs.)

U Take pictures of people whose lives you feel give praise
to God. Add explanations in your photo album. (Help
the young people become aware of how many mentors and
role models they have. Remind them that these people are
not “perfect,” but they can still live their lives in praise of
God.)

U Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson.
Use markers or color pencils and make your picture
eye-catching.

Closing

+ Review the schedule. Have students write in any as-
signments or things that they need to bring to the next
meeting.

Project II (Student Workbook, page 23)-Ask students
what choices they made for Project II. Make sure they
have a plan in mind as to how to proceed. Make yourself
available to your students or recommend someone who
can give special guidance for their projects.

+ Check students’ progress on memory work.

+ Have a bag with slips of paper with the following phrases.
Take turns picking out a slip of paper and then finishing
the sentence.

Tonight I feel ...

I want to thank you for ...
I'm not sure I understand ...
Father, helpme to ...

I'm sorry that ...

Today I ...

I wonder ...

« Close with prayer:

Dear God, sometimes our worship seems so small. Thank you that
your Spirit can lead our everyday living-our choices, our relation-
ships, our priorities-to give praise to you. Use our lives to invite
others to join in praise of you!

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

Highlights of My Journey

Look back over what you hate lemrned from this leg of yous fournay aboat aming how Christ worstiped
God. [n the postzaxd balow, tall what pou fasl ia most impartant o what you rmenber most. Your message
shoukd be very brief (omly ane or two sentences) and tall sbout the bighlight of your journey. Addres your
pertcaud to satecne who would enjoy bering about your faith jouney of somaone who 7o feel woukd
bemetit from what pou hare learned.

Picture This!

Wideo
Viddeo Segment 2 will focus on how your wotshipe. Use as many of the
ol idnas e you wis 0 help you explcn’s the wonip B of your congregation.
people in charge ip ica. Find out what
they do to bexd a worship servics.
21 "Behind the-scses’ cowrage-Fitm the behind- the-s enes preparsion for
worship service. Can you Eim the thair reheatsing an mthem? the pasinr writing &
mY:h-umthbdhm?
G iat-lnchade e yoar i services
3 "Call in® time-Hoat 2"l in” h-dhmmbtﬂwwmdh:hlm-uh
it and give personal axxirphes attmting to the importancs of worship in theis duily lves.

Phote Albwen

Chapter o your photo allwm will show the i of worship in sverpd

Efe. Add mew pages 10 your photn afbam_ Chaose ome or more of the following idews | g7
uwmmmmmmmpmmwm- ; “ﬂ"_"
2 Co outsida o

calendars that show how God s lorifiad in crestion. Find dace Bible L

Yerm {or verses) to express how ol natuze gives pezior m God.
23 Talee pictnm of peaghe wisose livws yous fasl give praise to God. Add explanetions in your photo albrm.
T Design the front side of the postcard for dris lessan. Use markers or colos peacits and malke pour picture
erecaiching
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Objectives
+ Understand the worship service of your congregation.

- Student and counselor attend a worship service together. Lesson 5
My Joumney: Exploring How My

Look Back Congregation Worships God
+ Review Lesson 1: Why is it important that Jesus was hu- Anticipating the Journey

man? Visit the sanctoary @ your chirch What ane the things you ses thers? Fill in mach part of the stsined-glass

window with wods ar drawings of the teme you see in your snctuary. With your counselor discuss how

« Review Lesson 2: What does “Messiah” mean? Why is this ey arw e eod b they comtrbate to the werbip serice

important?

+ Review Lesson 3: What do we celebrate on Pentecost?
When do we celebrate the birthday of our congregation?
+» Mile Marker 1: What do you remember most about your

video, photo album, or field trip?
» Review Lesson 4: Name at least three events in Jesus’ life

in which prayer played an important role. ]

What You Will Need
An old bulletin or order of service; worship resources

Opening Activity T

Cut up last week’s bulletin or order of service. Don’t cut it
into random pieces, but cut apart the major parts, such as o
the call to worship, the invocation, the responsive reading,
the reading of scripture, the sermon, etc. Give the pieces
to the students and see if they can reassemble them in the
proper order.

BOD AND CHURCH STUDENT WORKBDOK « PASK 19

Anticipating the Journey

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 19)

See how many things the students can list from memory
BEFORE going to the sanctuary. The visit to the sanctu-
ary will be important to the students who are new to the
church. They may not know enough to even ask questions.
You may need to anticipate their questions and provide ex-
planations for everything in the sanctuary.
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My Journey in the Bible

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 20)

The students will learn about the worship service(s) of your
congregation. You, as the counselor, must provide this in-
formation. You may want to invite some worship leaders or
other guests to your lesson. You could divide into groups
and rotate from speaker to speaker. The questions listed in
the Student Workbook are just a starting point. Please al-
low spontaneous discussion to cover other aspects or areas
of interest.

The questions from the Student Workbook are copied here
so that you can prepare for your lesson.

1. What is the order of worship for your congregation? List
the main parts of the worship service, and explain what
they are and why they appear in the order that they do.

2. Discuss the following questions with your counselor:

a. What is the role of the pastor(s) and others in leading wor-
ship?

b. What different types of worship services does your congre-
gation have? What worship opportunities exist outside of
Sunday morning worship?

c. What worship resources are used in the worship services?

d. How is music an important part of worship?

e. Describe what happens at a Baptism and explain its sig-
nificance. (Have your students ask three different people the
following question: What importance, comfort, or encourage-
ment does your baptism give you in your daily living?)

f. Describe how Holy Communion is celebrated at your con-
gregation and explain its significance. Attend a service
that includes Communion. (Have your students ask three
different people the following question: What do you value
most about the Lord’s Supper?)

g. What are the special days in the church calendar? What
special days are observed by your congregation? Describe
the traditions that your congregation has for these special
worship services.

h. How are young people involved in the worship services of
your congregation?

3. Even though your student(s) may attend church regu-
larly, the point of this requirement is to preview a service
and learn how to prepare oneself for worship. Can you read
the Bible lesson ahead of time? How do the songs relate to
the Bible passage or theme? How is worship more meaning-
ful with some “prep” time? Ask students to share their re-

sponses to the open-ended sentences listed in the Student
Workbook.

My Journey in the Bible b. Whas diffment types of worsbip services
Worship is an important part of the lives of Cod's does your congregation have? What worship
peopie. Lezrn more about the womhip service(s) of  CPPOFtumities exist autaide of Susdiay movning
yonr congregatiosi. wombhip?

1. What is the arder of worship for your
congregation? List the muin parts of the worship
sexvice, and explain whit they zre and why they
appear in the order that chey da.

. What worahip resources are used in the worship

services?

d How is music en impartant part of worship?

 Dencribe what happen s at a Baptiem and oxplain
s sigmificance.

2. Discaaas the fllowing s tions with pour
counsior:

2. Whatis the role of the pastar(s) and others in
laading worsiip?

GOD AND CHURCH STUDENT WORKAOOK + PAGE 20

£. Describe how Holy Commnion is celshrated b. How are young people invalved in the worship
in your coogregation and aplain jts rignif ices of your congregati
Attend » sarvice that inchudes Cammunion.

Complet the following santences

2. 1 didn't know that

& What are the special days in the dyach

calendar? What special days am cheatved by pour

congregation? Duscribe the traditions that your
o ety g

hip sarvices,

b. I was smrprized that

c.1 anjoyad

d. I didat want to
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Highlights of My Journey

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 22)

This should be a quick exercise. At the end of the God
and Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice re-
minder to the students of what they learned on their faith
journeys.

Picture This!

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 22)

Video

As students write their scripts, they need to use their an-
chorpeople to introduce the new segment. Confirm any ar-
rangements you have made for interviews and filming.

Photo Album

Q Take pictures of the different jobs that people perform
in order to prepare for a worship service. (Help the stu-
dents make a comprehensive list from rehearsing the music,
to preparing for Communion, etc. When will these pictures be
taken?)

Q Design your own stained-glass window. (The stained-glass
window should represent their faith journeys and beliefs
about God. Encourage them to use symbols or words in their
designs.)

O Take photographs or find pictures of different sanctuar-
ies or houses of worship. (Ask students to highlight the fea-
tures that appeal to them.)

0 Find pictures in old magazines to illustrate the different
parts of the worship service. Label them and put them
in the order they appear in a worship service. (Allow stu-
dents to find pictures that are meaningful to them, for exam-
ple, a picture of somebody using a cell phone or a picture of a
large number of people gathering together may represent the
“call to worship.”)

U Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson. Use
markers or color pencils and make your picture eye-
catching.

Closing

- Review the schedule. Point out that the next session will
be the second “Mile Marker.” All makeup work needs to be
completed by next week, including the memory work. If
the main focus will be on filming the video, review the list
of props, costumes, scripts, supplies, etc. that students
need to bring to the next meeting. Discuss any changes
that you want to make from the last Mile Marker session.
Was everybody prepared? Were students attentive?

« If you will be going on a field trip, distribute permission
slips and make appropriate announcements.

« Check students’ progress on Project II. Will they be ready
to sign it off?

+ Close with prayer:

Dear God, thank you for my church family and the opportunity
to worship together. Help us to share our many talents and
gifts and to use them to bring glory and honor to you.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Highlights of My Journey
Lmu.d‘mnhu,mhmhn.umuumb;dpx,ammmb-y-wm
wombhipe God. In the postard below, bell what you fel i what
Your message should be very brief (only ane o7 tvo and tell about the highfigh ,un,mmq
Address your postzand to somacne who woald enjoy hatring ebout your faith jouzney ar someoDe who you
fual would benafit from what you have learned.

Picture This!

Video
Cnnm:u:mttmgﬂvﬁeo&gnlntl Finish the script and write the quetions for
the Canfirm any #p that pou huve made for intarviews and

Photo Album ]
Chapter 5 of your photo album will explore the worship service of your . Pt
congregation. Add new pages to your photo altkn. Choose cns ormore of tha | PRETS
Following ideas o design your own. Add Labels and descriptiona o go along with |

your giictires. S
O Take pictanes of the different jobe that people perform in order to prepare for a worship wevice,

2 Dexign your own stained glass windaw:

T Take photographs o find pictuses of different sanctoazies or houses of worship.

D ¥ind pictures in ald magazinas to hatrars the different parts of the worhip service. Label them and put
them in the order they appexr in 2 worship service.

21 Design tha frant side of the postcard for this lsason. Use markers or colar pencila and make your pictune
eye-catching,
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PROJECTII: Mile Marker 2

Discovering How | Can ob
Wors h i p God + Make sure that all the written and makeup work for Unit

His complete.
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 23)

» Byaluate and sign off Project IL.
Encourage students to try something new. If your students tBilm Video Segment 2 or have snidents present chapters

. . 4 and 5 of their photo albums.
regularly serve as ushers or acolytes or provide special mu- « Introduce Unit 1L and preview Profect III
sic, you may require them to choose a new activity. Make sure P ) )
that the experience leading a worship event is a positive one What You Will Need

for your students. Be prepared to give them extra guidance
and to help them “rehearse” what they will say. Be sure to
choose an appropriate setting and a peer group that is under-
standing and cooperative.

Pictures of places (see Opening Activity), equipment and
supplies for video or photo album

Opening Activity

Collect pictures showing a variety of settings, such as
mountains, beach, lake, forest, city, farmland, etc. Add a
picture of a traditional church building and a house. Hang
the pictures on the walls around the room. Ask students
to stand under the picture that best describes where they
typically worship. Then ask them to stand under the pic-
ture where they would like to worship. Go around the
room and take turns explaining their choices. Read in
Matthew 18:20 how Jesus promises to be with even two or
three people who are gathered in his name. Offer a prayer
of thanks for God's presence during your God and Church
session.

Unit Il Wrap-Up

- Flip through the Student Workbock page by page with
your students. Fill in any missing work,

» Ask students to share their projects with the class. Sign
off Project 11

» Make sure that the students have completed their mem-
ory work,

» Photo Album: Each student should present their photo

Students must complete one or more of the activities listed
on page 23 in the Student Workbook. Or they may design
their own project. Here are some additional ideas:

+ Design your own sanctuary or place of worship. It can be in
any setting as long as it creates a worshipful atmosphere
for you. Create a diorama. A diorama is a three-dimensional
scenic representation. In other words, it is a small model.
Use whatever materials are appropriate: clay, cardboard,
wood, paper, doth, etc. Show your diorama to your coun-
selor and share why it is meaningful to you.

» Choose a favorite psalm (or write your own psalm of praise).
Recreate your psalm in artistic form (dance, music, paint-
ing, etc.). Talk with your counselor about sharing your
psalm with others.

« Volunteer to lead the children’s time or present the children’s
sermon during worship (this may be done as a group or as
an individual).

) PROJECT 2

Discovering How ] Can
Worship God _albums and talk about chapters 4 and 5.
o B ot T3 et . Compios e e e g e ey Video
choose to derign your own projacts (with the approval of pour counsslon). y N
T ™ Do the actual filming for Video Segment 2.
T3 Prapars and lead o devtion for a Sunday school class, youth graup, scour group, or Fismly. Talk with
your comneador about this exparion oe.
P ey g o m ot i Preview Unit 1l

T Visit othar chuarches anxd attend theis worbhip servioe. Your connseios can help you choosa which
clvarches to viit. if it i possibie, armange £ tour of the charch and talk with the dergy (or other pirton).
Talk with your counsalor about the similarities and differences bervesen the woralip sirvices.

3 Actively participate in a worskip service. Talk to your ounselor and paster about how best you can serve
(goeeter, acolyt, reader, ushex, special taric).

What 1 did:

Wht ] found dithout

Whaz | emjoped:

What | lsarnad:

DateCompletst____Counselods Signature:

GOD AND CHURCH STUDENT WORKSOOK « SASE 13

Introduce Unit IH and read through the choices for Project
11 (Student Workbook, page 31; Counselor Manual, page
34). Give students time to talk about their choices with
their parents, They need to decide on their projects by next
meeting. Make announcements about any field trips that
you have planned, and explain how many service hours
you will require (sée Counselor Manual, page 34).

Closing

* Remind your class of the dates for the final party and
award ceremony. Ask for parent volunteers,

»Close with prayer:

Dear God, thank you for every young person here today.
Thank you for their enthusiasm and energy. May they always
look for ways to grow in your love and CELEBRATE your love.

In Jesus' name, Amern:
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Objectives
+ Understand how witnessing and ministering go hand in
hand.

+ Learn of Jesus’ compassion for people who are hurting.

Look Back

+ Check on students’ progress on Project II1.
« Review the previous lessons by asking for volunteers to take
turns reading their postcards for the first several lessons.

What You Will Need

Pennies or coins (one for each student)

Optional: crumpled candy wrappers and napkins, paper
towels or wipes, envelopes for each student

Opening Activity

Before the students arrive, “dirty” the tables or desks that
you will be using. Spill some water and put some crumpled up
candy wrappers or napkins on the tables. Have some wipes
or paper towels handy. As the students arrive, have them put
their books on their chairs. Each person is to clean a spot of
the table, but they cannot clean their own spot. They must
clean a spot for someone else. Talk about how ministry starts
not with your own needs, but the needs of others.

Anticipating the Journey

{STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 24)

Do this activity with partners. Was it hard to do (to think of
examples)? Which was harder, to name the times when you've

heard about God’s love or when you've seen God’s love in ac-
tion? Why do you think that was so?

My Journey in the Bible

(Student Workbook, page 24)

Jesus ministered (did good works) to people not because he
was a “follower” of God, but because he was and is God, the
Son of God. We Christians minister (do good works) to people
because we are redeemed members of God’s family by faith in
Jesus, and it’s a family trait to do good works. Good works are
a result of faith. Our good works are not just ways to help spe-
cific individuals, but also are ways to give thanks to God.

1. Emphasize how Jesus did not simply “preach” at these peo-
ple, but responded to their specific needs.

Mark 10:46-52 - Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, wanted to see.
Matthew 8:1-3 — A leper asked to be made clean of his leprosy.
Matthew 8:23-27 - The disciples were afraid of the storm. They
wanted Jesus to save them.

Mark 9:14-29 - A father wanted a spirit cast out of his son. The
father asked Jesus to help his unbelief.

2. Ask your students to define compassion. What does it mean
to be compassionate?

a. How was Jesus compassionate? What social standards
did Jesus defy by talking with the Samaritan woman? (Jesus
showed compassion by talking to the Samaritan woman. Social
standards dictated that Jesus ignore the Samaritan woman: Jews
didn’t associate with Samaritans; women were below men; the
woman was livingwith a man who was not her husband; plus Jesus
was a rabbi and therefore under greater scrutiny.)

b. What happened as a result of Jesus’ conversation with the
Samaritan woman? (She believed that Jesus was the Messiah to
the point that she told the whole town. The town asked Jesus to
stay so they could listen to him. They too believed that Jesus was
the Messiah.)

c. Describe a time when you have shown or received compas-
sion. What impact did it have? (If the students cannot think of
a personal example, ask them to think of a character in a movie or
book and share that example.)

Lesson 6

My Joumey: Learning How Christ
Witnessed and Ministered to Others

2. Jorus’ ministry was fillad with compassion.
Jesus alt the burts and needs of ardinary people
and reached out to them with love and mercy.

Anticipating the Journey
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foliowing 2 What did each p
Mark 10:48-52
Matthew 5:1-3
¢. Dexctibe a time when you have shown or
received compassian What tmpact did it have?
Marther 8:23-27
Mark 5:14-29

GOD AND CHURCH STUGENT WORKBOOK + PASE 24

GOD AND CHURCH COUNSELOR MANUAL - PAGE 29



d. Choose one of the situations below to act out. Show what it
might be like to respond in a self-centered way, and then show
what it means to be Christlike and respond with compassion.
(If you don’t have time to make a skit and act it out, ask the stu-
dents to talk through each situation and describe a self-centered
response and a Christ-centered response.)

3. Read about the miracles listed below and tell what Jesus did
and why

a. Jesus healed the official’s son so that the people would believe
in Jesus.

b. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead so that the people would be-
lieve that Jesus was sent by God and that he had the power to
raise us from the dead.[Note the frequent use of “resurrection”
in that chapter.

c. Jesus healed the crippled woman to show that he was Lord over
the Sabbath, to break Satan’s bond, and for people to rejoice
over God's glorious deeds.

d. Jesus raised a widow's son to show his compassion and for peo-
ple to know that “God has visited his people,” i.e., that Jesus is
God's Son.

Emphasize that Jesus’ miracles were not only to free people
from their infirmities, but to inspire faith in God, to show how
great God is, to give praise and glory to God, to invite people
into a relationship with God, to reveal Jesus as God’s Son.

4. This is the heart of the lesson. Allow plenty of time for dis-
cussion.

a. Is the call to minister optional? Can you be a good
Christian without helping others? (James 2:14-26)
No, faithful Christians will express their love for God by helping
others. Faith goes hand in hand with good works.

b. Are good works required for salvation? (Ephesians 2:8-10)
No, salvation is a free gift! Our good works are evidence of our
faith, but they cannot “buy” our salvation.

c. Is it enough to do good works? Can you receive salvation
by doing good works and not professing faith in Christ?
(Romans 10: 9-10)

No, you cannot go to heaven just by being a good person and do-
inggood works. You only receive salvation through faith in Jesus
Christ.

d. What is the purpose of good works? (2 Corinthians 9:11-13)
Our good works will help meet the needs and hurts of other peo-
ple, and when that happens, our good works will also result in
thanksgiving to God. Our good works can witness to God's love.

5. Young people struggle with so many issues. Be sensitive to
their hurts. They may be reluctant to name their hurts or write
them down in their workbooks out of a need for privacy. Per-
haps they can write them on slips of paper and seal them in an
envelope. You can either tape the envelope in their book, or
symbolically burn them and watch them be reduced to ashes
as the smoke rises to heaven. The whole point of this exercise

4. Choose one of the following situations and act

ft out. Show what it might be tike o respond in a

self_conterad way, and then show what it mexns to

‘be Christiikos and repond with compasmion.

T You bewe to misa going to the movies beause
Dad wants you to help him paint at the chasch

ClYm:::du‘yunﬁmuM“TV
and yowr lttle sister noads help with her sodal
studias homewark.

1 Thoe kid that called you names last wank s
sitzing ol abone in the cafetria.

3. Jesus waa  men of acticn. He didw't caly preach
sbont Goda love and mercy, he demonstrated ie.
Jemas part hia faith into action by reaching oux
and ministaving to the people around him. Jaws'
miracies wats ne way be witnessed ar told people
4bout God's fove.

Read about the mirades tisted bedow. Tell what

4. Jomus' mizacies were in respones ta specibic
Deeds of individaals, but they olao sarved a bigher
purpose: to invita peaple inzo relationship with
Chwint (John 10:37-38). Our good warks-our
witness and our ministry—should also srve a
tigher gxcrposs. Discuts the following questions
with your counmelor.

2. Is the cal to ministry aptional? Can you be a
goad Christian without belping others? Explein
your answar. (James 2:14-26)

b: Are gond warks requirad o advation? Explain
your answer. (Ephesians 2:8-10)

Jesas did and why be did it.
& Jobn 446-53
€. Ia it encugh to do gnod works? Can you recsive
sadvation by doing good warks and pot professing
b. Jobn 11:38-44 Eaith & Christ? Explala your answer. (Romans
10:9-10y
o Luke 13:10-17
d What is the purpoes of good warks?
{2 Corinthians $11-13)
d. Luke 71117
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5. You bare studisd about Jesms® witnms ard miistry and how Jesus headed off kinds of burts. There iso'
Ilwrt(oo-u.l.lumaplﬂmmbnngm.‘-u What ahout you? Jerus watits t know your needs. What

frurts do you have? What chalk

do you frel? Wiite then (or drme

pictuses) in the box beiow. Mdu--hmda-mndthnomhx_hhdlhmd-'ﬂod.‘ﬁaduhv
than any of your problems, Cod surrouads you in God's love ad care. A1 you look at this picture, offer a
prayer to God thanking Cod for Cods strength and presence in your life.

Highlights of My Jourmnaey

My prayer:

Laok back over what you have learned from this leg of yous jouraay about hov Jesus witnessed and

ministerad to others. In the postcrd below, tall what you fedl is most important or what you remember

nmvu.n-upmub.v-ywxmxyu-am.-q.w.)mwmmwdm
T

- Add:

wbym“wuﬂkuﬁtbmvb&ywmhxnd

your faith journey or scawone
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is to let the young people know that the God who made them,
knows them, and loves them and wants them to turn over

. Picture This!
their burdens to God. video

Video Segment 3 will focus on the wil inis of your

- - You choose ons ific outreach that intemsta or'
Highlights of My Journey yﬂgnu?’%;ﬁ_@%ﬁ i
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 26) lomogdet ey i bl ot iperanceof ineain
This should be a quick exercise. At the end of the God and e e e B e T ey e

Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice reminder to il elp vecrt molunteess o a needed profect

QArnial footage-If pouriile, valuateer for ane of the orgmiratians snd recard it on video.
the students of what they learned on their faith journeys. S Toun-Acragefor  our ofthe facliias of oo of the rganicatons and obeo pemisrion o Gl

portiona of it.

that

Picture This’ mm-mmo.mm-mm.mhwefﬁm-q

and ministering in Jesus* pame.
QMake a sign that says, “Tve seen inwoti of Kindness” ]
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 27) M g o vl s s Pdpene |
Video huve been a recipint of a kind act. Ask them to hold yoar sign and then
take their pictaren. Include captions with your pictures when you sdd

Video Segment 3 may involve filming off-site. This requires O e et paper o {rom people who asve wicnessed o been the recipien

special scheduling, and you may need to do some preliminary e 12 e e o o enTibing o happenil. Arrange oo novmesin o

phone calls to see what can be arranged. Depending on what's D et g s e oo i, 0 B, v may chces e e
available, you may want to ask students to collect canned :wﬁmmﬁwmhﬁmuum.damm..n..,.."p.-m.,.
goods, for example, then deliver them to a local food pantry M

and take a tour and film it. Perhaps your students can go on
the Internet and gather information on some of these organi-

zations from their Web sites.

Photo Album

U Make a sign that says, “I've seen intentional acts of kind-
ness.” Find people who can tell of a time when they have
witnessed a kind act or when they have been a recipient of
a kind act. Ask them to hold your sign and then take their

pictures. Include captions with your pictures when you add
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them to your photo album. (The lettering on the sign needs
to be large enough to read when you take a picture of someone
holding it. Be sure to use dark letters on light paper.)

Q Collect signatures (on color paper or notecards) from peo- n
ple who have witnessed or been the recipient of a kind .- : NOteSz
act. Ask them to write a sentence or two describing what ‘
happened. Arrange your notecards in your photo album. o _ .
(Encourage students to approach both male and female, young i . - .
and old. Perhaps a coffee fellowship hour after church may be a ’ ' .
good time to do this project.)

U Draw a cartoon strip of one of the skits on page 25. (The
cartoon strip can be very simple drawings, even stick figure
drawings. Remind students that they need two cartoon strips:
one to show a “self-centered” response, and the other to show a
“Christ-centered” response.)

U Drawa “before” and “after” scene for one of Jesus’ miracles. (If
you like, you may choose one of the miracles listed on page 25).

W Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson.

deaS,Thnghts e

Closing

» Review the schedule. Have students write in any assignments
or things that they need to bring to the next meeting,

« Project I1I (Student Workbook, page 31) - Ask students what
choices they have made for Project III. Make sure they have a
plan in mind as to how to proceed. Make yourself available to
your students or recommend someone who can give special
guidance for their projects.

« Close with prayer:

Dear God, thank you for Jesus’ compassion. Help us to be compas-
sionate. Thank you that Jesus saw the specific needs of individu-
als. Help us to surrender our own hurts to Christ.

In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.
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_ LESSON 7 e .
Y JOURNEY: Expla ing How My Congregatl
- Witnesses and Ministers to Others .

Objectives

« Study the structure of your congregation.

« Learn about the outreach programs of your congregation.
« Learn the requirements for joining your congregation.

Look Back

« See if the students can identify the theme/lesson/title of all
the lessons without looking in their workbooks.

+ Together recite the memory work from Lesson 3.

What You Will Need

Optional: assorted items that represent ministry and a
blanket (see Opening Activity), 25 small pieces of paper

Opening Activity

Collect items that represent the various ways your congrega-
tion can minister to the hurts and needs of the community,
for example, paint brush, canned goods, blanket, clothes,
toys, money, books, soap, etc. Include a God and Church
book or medal. Collect about twenty items. Form teams to
play a memory game. Put all the items on a table and cover
them with a blanket. Uncover the items for thirty seconds,
then cover them back up as the teams try to list as many
items as they can remember. If you want, you can give them
another ten-second peek. Take turns naming one item at
a time. As they name each item, tell how it can be used in
ministry. See which team can name the most items.

Anticipating the Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 28)

Start with 25 pieces of paper already counted out. Distrib-
ute the papers among the students, and as they are writ-
ing, call on students. Encourage them to think of fun and
unusual ways to share God’s love. Besides a bulletin board,
consider making a mobile or paper chain.

My Journey in the Bible
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 28)

1. A chartis an effective tool to visualize the structure of an
organization. You may want to invite the board chairperson
or president of the congregation to speak to your class. Be-
sides a chart, another idea would be to have your students
draw floor plans of the church and identify the ministries
that occur or are planned in each room.

2. Here are some sample answers to help your students fill
in their charts. Be sure to list only those programs specific
to your congregation.

Ways my church reaches out to people in my congre-
gation: Christian education programs; hospital and shut-
in visitation; multiple worship services; music programs;
small cell groups; social activities and fellowship times.

Ways my church reaches out to people in my local
community: Evangelism visitation program; radio, televi-
sion, or telephone ministry; special programs in hospitals,
nursing homes, prisons; maintenance of a “clothing bank,”
“food pantry” or emergency fund for the needy; space for
groups to meet in the church building; educational out-
reach programs — nursery school, health fair, current issues
seminars, scouting programs; cooperative ministries with
other churches.

Ways my church reaches out to people outside my
community: American Bible Society; Heifer Project; Gide-
ons International; Habitat for Humanity; mission work;
educational institutions.

Lesson 7
My Journey: Exploring How My Congregation

Witnesses and Ministers to Others

is a preacher or tescher, b everyone s a iniscer
and shares in respousiality for the work of the
church. Your congregation reaches ou to the
community i many different weys.

Anticipating the Journey
Choose a group of people (it can even be your
family) to brainstorm 25 ways to witness to God's
love and grace. Write your anmwers on notecards or
small pieces of paper, Remember what you learnedt
about witnessing and mimistaring going hand in
hand Consider making a bulletin baard or ather
display oz of your anrwers,

My Journey in the Bible
Every member of your lacal congregation is called

L Leam shout the structare of your congregation
thet enables i to do effextive witnegsing and
e W o ]

officers help your congregation do God's work?
How is your chaurch structured? Talk with a lade
of your congregation. Then use the sample chart
balow to help you drme a chart thet shows how

0 serve in miniatyy and withess. No, not everyma your church ia organized.
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3. Students are asked to find out the requirements for
membership in their congregation. However, you may want
to challenge them with even more basic questions:

+ What if someone asks you why you are a Christian? What
will you say?

+ What if someone wants to learn more about Jesus? What will
you tell him or her?

+ What are the responsibilities of congregation members?
What are members expected to do?

Highlights of My Journey

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 30)

This should be a quick exercise. At the end of the God
and Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice re-
minder to the students of what they learned on their faith
journeys.

Picture This!

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 30)
Video

Write the script for Video Segment 3.

Photo Album

U Create a new chart, this time with photographs. (The pho-
tographs can be of individuals or groups of people. For exam-
ple, if it is not possible to get a picture of the entire Christian
Education committee, perhaps you can take the picture of
just the chairperson.)

Q Collect flyers and brochures explaining the various pro-
grams that minister to the needs of people. Display
these flyers in your photo album. (Your church may have
a lot of these brochures. It may also be possible to download
some literature off the Internet. If the students have to call
or write for brochures, be sure they start this right away.)

U Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson.

Closing

« The next session will be the final Mile Marker. All work needs
to be completed. Ask if anybody will have problems complet-
ing Project III by then. Consider inviting the pastor to the
final session to “interview” the students and review their
work.

« If you will be filming a video, make sure students bring all
props, scripts, costumes, etc.

+ Announce the time, place, and date of the video premiere.

+ If your class party is next week, make appropriate announce-
ments and reminders as to what to bring and who to invite.

« Make plans to order the awards (see “Ordering the Awards”
on page 35 in the Counselor Manual).

» Close with prayer:

Dear God, thank you for the many ways our congregation
reaches out to people. Help us always to seek to be a part of its
ministry that others may come to know you.

In Jesus’ name, Amen.

2 ".Imlha:hnthdmwmdlﬁ-dlﬁml-lylthalpuchnd\nxb-mnnpcﬁcmmm
o people in your i ity. Ask your coumelar o
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3. Ot of the revults of the churclts witneming and miistering to people is peopi's coming w Chriet.
m(M-mlnmmw?Fmdmlhpcﬂnmmdm
hip in the epace bakow.

Highlights of My Journey
Laok back over what you have learned from this leg of your fourney about how pour cangregation witsesses
and ministars to athers. In the pastcard balow, tall what you fael is most inrportant or what you renembar
mont. Your message should be very brisf (only one or two sentimces) and tafi about the highlight of yoar
journey. Address your posteard who wauld eny boat yous faith journey or souone
wha you fesl would benefit from what you have kmrned.

Picture Thist

Video

Contimu working an Video Segment 3. w.m:h-um-qumtnm-
Confirm any you hare made for intervi

Gliming, Then Gl it.

Phoso Album

J Create 2 naw chart showing the rtructare of your cngregation. This time add
photographa. [
1 Coliect Syers and brochares ind iristey o n'l"’

mmuwnm&-mnmmoam
2 Design the front side of the postcard for this leason. Use markers or color
pencils and caake your picture syw-catching.
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PROJECT HlI

Discovering How | Can Wit-
ness and Minister to Others

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 31)

Students must complete all three activities listed on page 31
in the Student Workbook. Give students time to talk about
their choices with their parents. They need to decide on their
projects by next meeting. If you have planned any field trips
to one of the community organizations, let your students
know about it. Will you require that they also do an indepen-
dent project? Explain your expectations. The Student Work-
book does not require a specific number of service hours. This
is intentional. Students should provide meaningful service
without worrying about counting the specific time served.
However, you as the counselor have the prerogative in setting
a specific time requirement. A suggested number of hours
(for service to both the community and the congregation
combined) should probably be about ten hours.

Additional Ideas:

« Share one of your favorite projects from this God and Church
program with younger children. Tell them about the God and
Me award (for grades 1-3) and the God and Family award (for
grades 4-5). Volunteer as a counselor aide to help younger
children earn their awards.

« Attend two church committee meetings. Choose two differ-
ent business or committee meetings to attend. Your coun-
selor can help you find those that will be both informative
and interesting. Take notes about what happened in those
meetings and explain how the people who attended were
sharing God’s love.

PROJECT 3
Discovering How | Can
Witness and Minister to Others

You have studied how Jesus minmsterad w others. You b bored
others. Now you hose YOU iniru o Mcmﬂmmm
L lmnre church, achodl, youth orto join d othats ivity (a vervice

roject), Tal thamm ahesd of tirme what to expact. Give them 2 tour, introdua them to peaple yoa know, ad
sl thern fan ccumdortabla. e st s 4 the Good Newes of Jerum with thmn. Afbervarde, svsarview theen
and gt their thoughts. Whi wese their 3 after the
mam—wm—wmmhm(nm—u)mmuw

Date Campletad:

2.Cet i i ion end work with people ia your own < barch. Look st the
Mm"n..dm_..a_umpqp—mnm._z,m Your counselor can help you
find a spot wisere you widl be helpful and can learn from the experience. Write about your axperinar beiow.
(The Fallowing qrrestions may help you: What did you do? What was difficdt? What dad you enjry? Whas
did you learn7)

Date Campl veat:

3. Make « pian t vohinnes a1 a community agency Gook at the li of agancias pour comgregation supports
o vearks through in the chart on page 29). Chooss 2 progrem that addresses the burts end nesds that you
fud serengly about. Yous work shoukd not be impersanal, but rather, it shioald balp you get t know others
a4 real people. Dacide how lang you will voluntest. (How masy tmes will you visit the retimument cooar?
How mary tires will yoo work at the food pastry?) Weite sboat yorw expariance below. (The Folowing
questions may hatp you; What did you do? What was diffseate? What did pou enjoy? What &id yoo lemro?)

Date Completed:

Counvelors Signature and Deta:

GOD AND CHURCH STUDENT WORKBOOK « PASE 2t

Mile Marker 3

Objectives

+ Make sure that all the written and makeup work for Unit
I11 is complete.

+ Ask students to share what they did for Project III with
the class. Sign off Project IIL.

- Film Video Segment 3 or have students present chapters
6 and 7 of their photo albums.

« Plan the award ceremony.

What You Will Need
Candle or flashlight

Opening Activity
Sitin a dark room (or closet). Try to make the room as dark

as possible. Turn on a small flashlight (or light a candle).
How did the light change the room? Sometimes we think
that what we do doesn’t count. Sometimes we think that
one person cannot make a difference. As Christians, we
are to shine with God’s love. God can use us to make a
difference in the world!

Unit il Wrap-Up

- Flip through the Student Workbook page by page with
your students. Fill in any missing work.

» Ask students to share their projects with the class. Sign
off Project I11.

» Complete the final activity “Looking back on your jour-
ney in the God and Church program” on page 32 in the
Student Workbook. Allow ample time for students to
respond. Compare their answers with what they wrote
at the beginning of the program. Celebrate their growth
and discoveries. Add a comment as you sign your name
in each of their workbooks. Start thinking of what you
want to say about each person.

« Photo Album: each student should present chapters 6
and 7 of their photo albums

Video
Do the actual filming for the video.

Award Ceremony
Plan the award ceremony (see “Planning the Award Cer-
emony,” page 5 in Counselor Manual).

Closing

+ Announce the final deadline for any makeup work.

« Remind students that the God and Church program was
just one part of their spiritual journey. Their faith jour-
neys will continue!

» Close with prayer:

Heavenly Father, [ want to thank you for the privilege of
journeying with these young people through the God and
Church program. I have learned from their witness. I have

enjoyed their enthusiasm. Please continue to walk with
them through life. Go hand in hand with them. May they
always know your loving presence. I pray these things in
Jesus’' name, Amen.
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Looking back on your journey in
the God and Church program

An impartant part of any journey o locking back t ses how far you have come. Take the tima to discover
bow you have grown in your Christian faith by doing the following:

You veers asked this vary same quastion st the beginning of this peogram. Look back and mad what you
wrots on page 3. What are two or three new insights that you bave received from this God and Chrck
program? in what way have you grown daser to Juus? Closer to the danch? What will you do to atinue
your spiriteal journey? Share your discoveris with your comselor and ask your counselor ¢ add bis or her
signature and comnumty i the spece below.

Counselors Commenta:

Award Ceremony
Congainlacionn on coanplcing e Cod end Crch progratn s e o celdbraet Togather wih o
counseor plan an meard you will

lnﬁll'l,whmym'lntmdnn‘k. and what you will share shoot your jousney.
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Ordering the Awards

Awards may be ordered after all the requirements have been
completed and the pastor has met with the candidates and
reviewed their work. It is at the God and Church level (when
students study their specific denominations), that the fol-
lowing denominational pins are available:

PRO - Standard design (used by any denomination not
listed below)

AME - African Methodist Episcopal

BAP - Baptist

DOC - Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
EPS - Episcopal

LUT - Lutheran

PEN - Pentecostal

PRE - Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

PCA - Presbyterian Church in America

UMC - United Methodist

There are two different ways to order the awards.

One, individual recipients may order their own awards by
filling out the Award Application Form at the back of the
Student Workbook.

Two, the counselor may order the awards for the candidates
by collecting their individual forms or by filling out the Mul-
tiple Order Form in the back of the Counselor Manual.

Please allow two to three weeks for delivery.

Evaluating the Program

You are encouraged to provide an opportunity for children
and parents to evaluate the program. Whether this is an in-
formal sharing time or a written evaluation form (see page
34 in the Student Workbook), please take the time to hear
the thoughts and comments from your participants. You
are also encouraged to share this feedback with PR.A.Y. to
help us improve our service and our programs for a more
effective ministry.
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Schedule and Assignments

Schedule: Student Name
What we will
Date Section cover in class Assignments What to bring
Introduction Page 3
Choose between video & photo atbum;
make daily Bible reading plan
1: Meeting Jesus, the Person { Pages 4-6
Plan Video Segment 1
2: Meeting Jesus, the Son Pages7-10
of God Continue Video Segment 1
3: Meeting Jesus, the Head of | Pages 11-14
the Church Continue Video Segment 1
Start Memory Work
Project | Sign off Project 1 Props for video or completed photo album
Mile Marker 1 Film Video Segment 1
Present Photo Albums Ch, 1-3
Preview Project 2
4: How Christ Worshiped Pages 16-18
Plan Video Segment 2
5: How My Congregation Pages 19-22
Worships Continue Video Segment 2
Project !l: Memory work due Props for video or completed photo album
How 1 Worship Sign off Project 2
Mile Marker 2 Film Video Segment 2
Present Photo Albums Ch. 4-5
Preview Project Il
6: How Christ Witnessed & | Pages 24-27
Ministered Plan Video Segment 3
7: How My Congregation Pages 28-30
Witnesses & Ministers Continue Video Segment 3
Project l: Sign off Project 3 Props for video or completed photo album
How | Can Witness & Minister | Film Video Segment 3
Mile Marker 3 Present Photo Albums Ch. 6-7
Plan award ceremony
Other Important Dates:
« Field Trip #1: Place ; Date ; Time
+ Field Trip #2: Place ; Date ; Time
« Party! Place ; Date ; Time

+ Final review by pastor - Students are required to meet with their pastors for a final review, which must be
completed by

+ Award Ceremony - All students who participate in this program are welcome to attend an award ceremony planned by the
counselor/pastor. However, students who are members of different churches are encouraged to work with their pastors to
arrange an award ceremony in their own congregations.

Date of award ceremony: Time: Place:
Please notify the counselor if you will be participating no later than (date)
Award application/order forms (found in the Student Workbook) are due no later than (date)

Please call the counselor if you have any questions about the God and Church program:
Counselor’s name: Phone: Best time to call:
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Sample Questions for Final Review by the Pastor

These are questions that can aid the pastor in conducting a final review of the God and Church curriculum.
Please do not ask all the questions. The intent of the final review is not to quiz or “stump” the young person,
but to dialogue with the youth and help him or her express what has been learned. The questions below are to
be used to discover what the youth is eager to share with you. Find the questions that resonate with the youth.
The final review may be done with one student or with a group of students.

GOD AND CHURCH STUDENT CURRICULUM

The God and Church program leads the young people on a journey. It is a faith journey with three parts: meeting
Jesus, worshiping God, and witnessing and ministering for Christ. Participants have created either a video or a
photo album to share what they have learned on their faith journeys.

MY JOURNEY: MEETING CHRIST

1. Meeting Jesus, the Person

+ What surprised you thinking about Jesus’ humanity?

+ What event(s) in Jesus’ life is most meaningful to you?

* What did you write in your postcard on page 5 to summarize this lesson?

2. Meeting Jesus, the Son of God

» Show me the drawings on page 8. Let me see if I can guess each one. Which verse (which image) is most mean-
ingful to you?

+ Which witness (on page 8) did you think was most effective? Why?

+ Explain the colors of your rainbow on page 9. What does this mean to you?

+ What did you write in your postcard on page 10 to summarize this lesson?

3. Meeting Jesus, the Head of the Church
+ Why is Pentecost celebrated as the “birthday” of the church?
+ What are some of the highlights that you remember from our congregation’s history?

» Why was our denomination founded? Who were some of the key people? Why is it important that you belong
to this denomination? What does it mean to you?

+ What creed, statement of belief, or scripture did you memorize? Please recite and explain it.
» What did you write in your postcard on page 14 to summarize this lesson?

Project I: Daily Bible Reading
+ What was your plan for daily Bible reading? How did you do? What did you discover? How will you continue
your plan for daily Bible reading?

MY JOURNEY: WORSHIPING GOD

4. Learning how Christ Worshiped God

+ How was Christ’s way of life and his everyday living a part of his worship?

« How does Jesus’ example challenge you? In what areas do you want to grow and become stronger?
+ What did you write in your postcard on page 18 to summarize this lesson?
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5. Exploring How My Congregation Worships God

» Was there something in the sanctuary that you weren’t familiar with?

« Explain the order of worship and the different parts of the worship service.
» What is the meaning of Baptism?

« What is the meaning of Communion?

« Tell me about the service that you attended with your counselor (page 21).

- What did you write in your postcard on page 22 to summarize this lesson?

Project II: Discovering How I Can Worship God
« Tell me about your project on page 23.
« How has your understanding and appreciation of the worship service grown?

MY JOURNEY: WITNESSING AND MINISTERING FOR CHRIST

6. Learning How Christ Witnessed and Ministered to Others

« What does it mean to have compassion?

- What miracle did you think was the most powerful? Why?

» Why did Jesus’ perform miracles? What was their purpose?

- What's the relationship between faith and good works? How are they connected to each other?
« What did you write on your postcard on page 26 to summarize this lesson?

7. Exploring How My Congregation Witnesses and Ministers to Others
« Which areas of ministry have impacted you or your family?
« In which areas of ministry have you served?

« What would you say if someone asked you why you are a Christian? What would you say if someone wanted to
know more about Jesus? How would you witness to them?

Project III: Discovering How I Can Witness and Minister to Others
+ Who did you invite to church? Why? How did it go?

« Tell me what you did to volunteer in our own church,

« Tell me what you did to volunteer in the community.

LOOKING BACK

» You compared your response to the question at the beginning of the program (page 3) to your response at the
end (page 32). What did you learn?

« What do you think you’'ll remember from this program? How has it impacted you?

PICTURE THIS

Students had a choice of making a video or a photo album. Take the time to watch the video or page through
the photo album with them. Allow them to “narrate” their experiences. Use this time as an opportunity to af-
firm their work and who they are. Encourage them in their Christian growth.
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Online ordering available at www.praypub.org

God and Church Multiple Order Form - Part A

Incomplete forms will be returned. Use this Multiple Order Form or collect the individual award application forms included in each of the Student Workbooks.
Shipping Address: Allow two to three weeks for delivery. Overnight shipping requires a street address & correct 2ip code;
Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone {day contact) Email
Church Information: Provide the following information for the church that sponsored the program or whose pastor reviewed the candidate’s work.
Name of congregation
Denomination {Church Body)

Address
City State Zip
Pastor’s name Emait
Who was responsible for coordinating and/or teaching the class? Who served as counselor?
Counselor's name Email
Certificate Of Copyright Compliance ary STOCK#  ITEM PRICE  TOTAL
I certify that each candidate had an original workbook in accordance with the _ 00203 God and Church Medallion $9.50
regulations set forth in the program. | understand that a $2.00 duplicationfee | — 001CN God and Church Embroidered Patch 300
must be paid for each booklet that was photocopied. — 002¢6 God and Church 3/4" Lapel Pin e —
. . 00109 God and Church Certificate $1.00
Signature _ 0028 Counselor Pin $5.50
Date . 001CC Counselor Patch $3.00
Certificate of Eligibility: The pastor’s signature is preferred; — Q10 Counselor Certificate L —
however, other signatures will be accepted - MM2C3 - Mentor Pin 5.0 -
‘ : . MM1(5  Mentor Patch $3.00
| certify that the candidates have successfully completed the requirements for the God _ MM109  Mentor Certificate $1.00
and Church program and have presented their work to the pastor for final approval, Denomination 3/4” Lapel Pins (may be pinned in the ribbon of the medal or worn by itseif)
. _ 0A1C6 AME Lapel Pin $5.50
Signature —_ 0BIC6 BaptistLapel Pin 5,50
Date ___ ODIC6 Disciples of Christ Lapel Pin $5.50
. 0E1C6 Episcopal Lapel Pin $5.50
-~ .
_ 0L1C6 Lutheran Lapel Pin $5.50 .
All orders must be sent with payment in full by check, money order, o 0T16 Pentecostal Lapel Pin $5.50
or credit card (if credit card, please provide the following information) _ 0P1C6 Presbyterian (PCUSA) Lapel Pin $5.50
p yt
Checkone: {7 Mastercard Ovisa 7 Discover _ OF1C6  Presbyterian (PCA) Lapel Pin $5.50 —_
Cardholder's Name . O0M1C6 United Methodist Lapel Pin $5.50
_ Duplication Fee ($2.00 per photocopied booklet) ~ $2.00
Acet# - - -
Expiration Date: (V2 (ode _ Required Registration Fee per student $.50
The CV2 code s the last three digits on the backside of the credit card located $3.50
in the signature box. S
Cardholder’s Address T LRt o FLbS L TOTAL (Prices Subject to Change)
Upgraded Shipping Options: By selecting an option below, you agree
Phone (Day contact) to pay special shipping fees, which will be added to your Grand Total.
Signature L USPS Priority Mail 2-3 days not guaranteed (additional fees apply)
U Ground 3-5 days — No PO Boxes (additional fees apply) _
T ) O Expedited 1-2 days — No PO Boxes (additional fees apply) -
* SHIPPING - All orders are For current prices and information go to
sed a standard Shippi wrw.praypub.org or call 800-933-7729. FAX SERVICE 314-845-0038 All fax orders are assessed $6.00.  $6.00
assessed a stan .lpplng/ Send this form and payment to Faxes received by noon CST will be processed and shipped that same day.
Handling fee per shipping address PRAY The fax fee is assessed per shipping address (orders shipped together are assessed one fee).
{orders shipped together are assessed T
ane fee) and are sent via First Class 11123 S Towne Square, Ste. B GRAND TOTAL (amount of order plus special fees) -
Mail. To upgrade shipping, visit www. St. Louis, M0 63123
praypub.org for explanation and fees. 2009 Printing
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God and Church Multiple Order Form - Part B
Recipient Registration Form

The following information must be provided for each candidate to ensure proper registration at church and agency head-
quarters. Incomplete forms will be returned. List youth recipients only (do not include counselors and mentors). You may
make additional copies of this form if needed.

NAME ADDRESS ] 5
First Last Street, City, State, Zip DENOM' | AGENCY

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

1 Please indicate the denomination of each candidate (regardless of where the God and Church class was taught). You may use the following abbreviations:
AOG = Assembly of God; AME = African Methodist Episcopal; AMZ = African Methodist Episcopal Zion; BAP = Baptist; BRE = Brethren; (0G = Church of God; (MA = Christian Missionary Alliance;
(ME = Christian Missionary Episcopal; CUM = Cumberland Presbyterian; DOC = Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); ELCA = Evangelical Lutheran Church in America; EPS = Episcopal; IND = Independent;
LCMS = Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod; LUT = Lutheran; MEN = Mennonite; NAZ = Nazarene; PCA = Presbyterian Church in America; PEN = Pentecostal; PRE = Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.);
PRO= no church affiliation; REF = Reformed; SDA = Seventh Day Adventist; UCC = United Church of Christ; UMC = United Methodist Church; WES = Wesleyan.
2 Agency Information: B = Boy Scouts of America; G = Girl Scouts of the U.S.A.; C = Camp Fire U.S.A,; H = American Heritage Girls; 0 = Other (please indicate if Sunday School or other agency membership)
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God and Church Awards

Use the application form on page 41 and 42 to order these awards.

The PR.A.Y. awards feature a four-colored cross. The colors correspond to the four levels in
the PR.A.Y. series, i.e. God and Me (red), God and Family (yellow), God and Church (blue), and
God and Life (green). The four colors converge into a point to create an “X” at the center of
the cross. “X” is the first letter in the Greek word for Christ, and it is symbolic of how Christ
should be at the center of our lives.

God and Church Medallion Certificate

« The official recognition for

« 5x7”and printed in

God and Church recipients! full color C i t *l ‘ T
. . . on S
« The shield with cross . Certificates come gratulaie
hangs from a blue ribbon “blank” - you add Foreconiing Coser o Pl Chtins
. L , Who With You dre Members of
and bar. Blue is the color the recipient’s name God's Kingdom by Compleing

The God and Church
Program

for God and Church, but it
also stands for truth and
loyalty.

- Order a denomination pin
(see far right column) to
wear in the ribbon of the
medallion to show your
church background.

« For members of a scouting program, here is

and secure appropri-
ate signatures.

+ Looks greatin a
frame, or add it to
your scrapbook!

Say “Thank you” to

where you wear it on the uniform: Your Counselor!
AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS - on the front of .
the vest or sash Counselor Pin

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA - above the left
shirt pocket
GIRL SCOUTS OF THE U.S.A. - below the
membership stars

- Don't forget ... the award looks great in a
frame!

+ Show your appreciation to
your counselor by presenting
him/her with a colorful pin

- Approximately 3/4 inch in size

« Worn on non-uniform clothing

Pin Counselor Patch

- 3"embroidered
patch

- It matches the
youth patch except
it says “Counselor”
onit

«May be worn as a
temporary patch
on the front of the
BSA uniform

« A popular item!

- Approximately 3/4 inch in size

« Worn on non-uniform clothing

« May be worn on the Girl Scout
uniform

. Often presented to a parent

- May be used as a mother’s pin

- Available in several denominational logos
(see far right column)

.

Embroidered Patch

- 3”embroidered
emblem

Counselor Certificate

- 5x7"and printed in

. full color Certificate of Appreciation
«SewitonaBSA ; Powniedts
brag vest or on the - Certificates come ) - o
back of a Girl Scout “blank” - you add (hrfsul:asneggﬂgs:Tndv(or
vest the counselor’s The God and Church
name and secure ap- Program

+Wear it as a tempo-
rary patch on the
front of the BSA
uniform

- Or simply add it to your patch collection!

propriate signatures
(why not have the
recipient sign it?)

« Great way to say

“Thank You!" to your

Counselor!
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Denominational Pins

+ Pins may be worn by them-
selves or pinned in the
ribbon of the medallion

+You were required to study
your church and denomi-
nation, why not wear your
denomination pin on your
medallion?

- Available for the following
denominations:

AME
African
Methodist
Episcopal

BAP
Baptist

DOC

Christian Church
(Disciples of
Christ)

EPS
Episcopal

LUT
Lutheran

PEN
Pentecostal

PRE
Presbyterian
Church (US.A)

PCA
Presbyterian
Church of
America

uMcC
United
Methodist
Church

GO ~ND CHUPCH

Sample pin
on medallion



The PR.ALY. Program

God and Me
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God and Me
Student Workbook

(grades 1-3)
#33604

God and Me

God and Me
Counselor Manual
(for the pastor)

#33603

God and Me

God and Fasnily

STUDENT WORKBOOK
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God and Family
Student Workbook
(grades 4-5)
#33597

God and Family
COUNSELOR MANUAL 3

§
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God and Me
Adult Mentor Workbook
(for the parents)
#33606

God and Family
Counselor Manual
(for the pastor)
#33598

God and Famil

ADULT MENTOR WORKBOOK

/|

k

God and Family
Adult Mentor Workbook
(for the parents)
#33595

God and Church
Student Workbook
(grades 6-8)

#33599

God and Church

e i

Counselor Manual
(for the pastor)
#33600

God and Church

God ancj Church ‘

st -
God and Church
Adult Mentor Workbook
(for the parents)
#33596

God and Life

God and Life

Student Workbook

(grades 9-12)
#33609

God and Life

God and Life
Counselor Manual
(for the pastor)
#33610

God and Life

P it e g B 2

God and Life
Adult Mentor Workbook
(for the parents)
#33605
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314-845-0038 fax St. Louis, MO
800-933-7729 61019
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