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PARTI
Understanding the God and Church program
What ls the God and ChurchPtogtam?
"Ihe God and Church program is the third program in the
P.R.A.Y. Series. The P.R.A.Y. Series is a program of the
church. Its objectives are to help young people grow in their
understanding of the Christian faith, to help young people
see how other people have translated belief into action, and
to provide young people with the opportunity for Christian
service to others. A conscious effort has been made to
develop each unit of the program without theological bias;
yet each program is designed to permit the introduction of

particular theological and denominational viewpoints on
the material being studied. It is the responsibility of the
counselor to provide this input. The P.R.A.Y. Series has been
recognized by several national youth-serving agencies as the

religious emblem program for Protestant and Independent
Christian churches.

Who Is the Counselor?
The counselor is the pastor. Or the counselor may be a person

appointed by the pastor, such as a parent, Sunday school
teacher, church lay leader, or so forth. The counselor should
be someone who likes and relates well to young people. And
especially for the God and Church program, the counselor
should be someone who has some working knowledge of
the congregation and be willing to serve as a resource for the
student. Regardless ofwho serves as the counselor, the final

My Journey in the Bible: To read and study Bible passages
(this is the main part of the lesson with questions to
answer and/or discuss)
Highlights of My Journey: To summarize an important
discovery or lesson learned

Picture lhis!: To apply the Bible lessons by creating a video
or photo album

Service Proiect: A required service proiect at the end of
every

unit

PictureThis!
The video or photo album is an opportunity for students
to be creative and to make practical application of the Bible
lessons they have learned. It should be an energetic and fun
leaming time. It should be simple and to the point. It also
should be youth &iven. You, as the counselor, need to keep
the participants on task and make sure everybody has a role to
play, but the students should be the ones making the choices
and finding ways to apply the Bible lessons they have learned.

As the students choose between the video and the photo
album, keep in mind several differences. The video can
be a group project (though individuals can also produce a
video); the photo album is an individual project. The video
requires special photographic equipment; the photo album

review must be done by the pastor.

can be completed without any special equipment. The video
will require three main segments (one for each of the three

Curriculum Goals

units); the photo album will require
and every lesson (a total of seven).

this program are for young people to
. strengthen their relationship with Christ
. learn about and participate in the worship and ministry

The goals of

of

the church
. make a plan for daily Bible reading
. memorize a creed or statement of belief or passage of scripture

. experience the joy of serving others
. record their faith journeys by making a video or photo album

Components of the God andChurcr, Program
God and Church program uses a 'journey" as its theme.
Each section has the following components:

the

Looking Back:

To review previous lessons

Anticipating the Jourorey: An activity or

exercise

to

the stage for presenting the lesson

GOD AND CHURCH⊂

set

a

new chapter after each

If your class is making a video, your class sessions will have
to include planning time for students to choose a topic, write
the script, assign roles, make a list of costumes and props,
and divide assignments among the participants. Each unit
has two or three lessons, so your class will have two or three
planning sessions to prepare each video segment. The sample
schedule (see page 36) provides a separate session called a
"MiIe Marker" for the filming of the video segments (see
"Mile Marker" page 4).

With the photo album, you have a little more flexibility in
planning. You can provide class time to plan the photo
album, but the students can actually work on their photo
albums at home. You don't necessarily have to devote class
time to assembling the photo albums in the same way you
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need to devote class time for planning and filming the video.
If that is the case, you can shorten the Mile Marker session
and use it to wrap up the unit, or you can use it for a field
trip or a guest speaker. You can also choose to skip the Mile
Marker session.

Please be sure that your choices for the "Picture This!"
sections are financially feasible for your group. You do not
have to purchase photographic equipment. The choices for
the photo album always will indude a project that can be
done without taking actual photos with a camera, such as

collecting brochures, making drawings, finding pictures in
magazines, and so forth. These are viable options that avoid
extra expense.

As you consider the video and photo album,
important for you to

it will be

with yourself. If doing a
video or photo album does not excite you, or if it seems like a
lot of work, please consider finding a person to help you with
this portion of the program. The goal of the video/photo
album is to have the students apply what they have learned,
not to produce a masterpiece. Allow students to make their
own choices and to take ownership of their projects: their
enthusiasm will help guarantee their success.
be very honest

Mile Markers
Mile Markers will appear at the end of. every unit (they
appear only in the Counselor Manual; they do not appear
in the Student Workbook). Mile Markers are different in
format from the regular lessons and wiII be opportunities to
wrap up the unit, get caught up on any missing assignments,
film the video, and look ahead to the next unit. MiIe Markers
should be adapted to suit your particular needs. Ifyour class
is not going to use the Mile Marker to f,lm a video, perhaps
the Mile Marker session can be used for a field trip or a free
week for students to complete their service projects.

Projects
Students are required to complete a project at the end of
every unit. Look at the projects in advance. Some may require
advance scheduling, such as visiting other congregations,
participating in a worship service, attending committee
meetings, visiting community organizations. Since God
and Church is supposed to be a "journey," you may want to
schedule one or two of these as field trips. If it is not possible
to plan field trips, you will need to preview the choices with
your students in advance so that they have enough time to
make arrangements on their own. In fact, this Counselor
Manual actually suggests that the counselor present each
project at the beginning of each unit so that students can be
working on their projects and hopefully finish them by the
end of that unit (see sample schedule on page 36).

Setting Up a Program
the

God and Church program can take place in many types
of settings. You may be working with one child or with

twenty, or you may be conducting a class for one or more
mentor pairs. Your dass may be made up of youth from one
denomination or from many. You may be meeting once or

a week or only once a month. It is impossible to provide
a separate counselor guide for each situation, and we would

twice

not want to suggest only one format in which the program
could be completed. Therefore, it is our intent to provide you
with

a guide that you can use and adapt as needed. This guide
is designed with a class setting in mind. This does not mean
that a class setting is preferred over a one-on-one teaching
situation. Individuals can participate in this program by
working at their own pace and meeting with their counselor
as needed. The counselor can adapt the lesson plans and
activities for one-on-one teaching situations.

Consider whom you will invite to participate in your class.
Will it involve only youth from Boy Scouts? Camp Fire? Girl
Scouts? Will it be open to all sixth-, seventh-, and eighthgraders from your congregation? from your denomination?
from all Protestant and Independent churches in your area?
Sample letters and newsletter articles can be found at www.

pralpub.org.
Consider if you will askparents to serve as mentors. A mentor
is an adult (usually a parent) who works side by side with
his or her child in the program. The mentor completes the
Mentor Workbook and attends meetings with the student.
The mentor program is a wonderful option for parents,

encouraging them to share their faith with their children.
If you will be working with one or more mentor pairs, you
will need to review the material in the Mentor Workbook.
The mentor does NOT take the place of the counselor. The
mentor is a student alongside the child, and both the mentor
and child need to report to the counselor. The adult mentor
is eligible for special recognition items found in the back of
the God and ChurchMentor Workbook.

Atypical schedule for completing this program will include an
introductory session, seven meetings to complete the lessons
in the Student Workbook, and three Mile Markers for a total
of eleven meeting times. Each session will require 11lz-2
hours each, depending on which activities are completed
at home and which are completed in class. This Counselor
Manual makes the assumption that all work (except for the
service projects and perhaps the photo albums) will be done
in class. However, you, as the counselor, may choose to set
up your program differendy. Perhaps you want the Bible
lessons to be completed at home before coming to class. Or
you may want the students to film the video at home with
their families. Whatever you decide, communicate your
expectations very dearly to your students and families. A
sample "Schedule and Assignments" sheet is provided on
page 36 (it is also available on the P.R.A.Y. Web site at www.
pralpub.org if you want to download it and make changes
to it). You may want to consider adding a free week to the
schedule to allow students to work on their service projects.

for you. They provide sample
responses (in italics), discussion starters, and optional
actiyities for you to use as you teach each session. Please
review this material. There are more activities than you can
do in one session. This is intentional. Do not expect to do
Lesson plans are provided
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them all. Please select the activities with which you are most
comfortable and the ones you think your students wiII most
enjoy. Be sure to have a plan ifyou run out oftime. The lesson
plans are designed with a class setting in mind. Please adapt
them for one-on-one teaching situations.
Besides leading the participants through the God and Church
curriculum, the counselor should also consider the following:

. GoilanilChurchParty: A party is a wonderful way to conclude your program. PIan something simple, such as an
ice cream social. It could be a separate meeting or part of
the last meeting. You could celebrate with just the class
members or invite the pastor, families, and so on. Consider asking parents to take charge of the party. You will
want to make some decisions yourself before offering the
class any options. A class party is optional.
. Final Review: The final review must be done with the
pastor. This is an opportunity for the young people to get
to know their pastor and to share what they have learned.
The final review with the pastor can be done as a class
(perhaps at the last session). Or if you have students from

different congregations, you may have them awange for a
final review with their own pastors. Be sure to communicate your expectations and include instructions on your
class schedule. Do not allow students to wait until the last
minute to make appointments with their pastors. Sample
questions to help the pastor conduct the final review are
found on pages 37-38.
. Award Ceremony: With the pastor, plan a recognition
ceremony to honor the young people in a church setting
(a morning worship service, a church dinner, or other
congregational event). Invite all students to participate in
the award ceremony. However, if there are students who
belong to other congregations, encourage them to arrange
presentation ceremonies in their congregations with their
own pastors. Consider attending such ceremonies if your
schedule permits and the students want you to do so. Your
dass schedule should indude dates, deadlines, and specific
instructions for the award ceremony.

Planning the Award Ceremony
The award ceremony is an important celebration for the
students who have completed the God and Church program.

Whether there are twenty students or one, this is a time for
the student(s) tosharewhathasbeenlearned. The recognition
that they receive will be a way for them to witness to their
faith. lhe counselor should meet with the pastor to arrange
for a time when students can share their achievements with
the congregation. Remember to allow enough time after the
last meeting to order and receive the awards through the
mail. Awards cannot be ordered until the students have met
with their pastor for the final review.
After you have determined the date of the award ceremony,
you will need to set two other dates (these dates are especially
important ifyour students belong to different congregations):

the deadline for students to indicate whether or not they
will be participating in the ceremony and the deadline for

students to turn in award application forms.

A sample presentation ceremony will be sent with

each
order. This sample presentation ceremony is also available on
the P.R.A.Y. Web site at www.praypub.org. Be sure to involve
the students in planning this special day. Encourage them to
share what they learned. They may want to

their final response describing their relationship with
Christ and with the church
. display their photo albums and other work
. show a portion of their video
. act out one of the Bible stories used in the course
. design the cover for the bulletin
. read

. sing a song
. host the coffee hour
. provide information so that other families can learn about
the God and Church program

CounselorTips
. Observe

appropriate counseling techniques. Provide prop-

er adult supervision at all times.

. Don't

assume families consist only of Parents and children. There are many different types of families: grandparents and children, single mothers, single fathers, foster families, adoptivi families, blended families. You may
have children of refugee families or children for whom
English is a second language. Be sensitive to the different
family structures represented in your group.
. You may be working with a group that includes both
churched and unchurched youth. Take care to explain terminology and concepts (i.e., salvation, resurrection) completely in a way that makes sense to them.
. The word church will refer to the larger body of Christ,
whereas the word congregation will refer to the local
house of worship.
. The curriculum will require that students study the history,
worship, and ministry of a local congregation. If students
do not belong to or are not active in a local congregation,
talk to their parents and find out which congregation will
serve as "home church" for their children to study.
. Encourage questions from all participants and be comfortable in saying, "I don't know, but I'll look for an answer" if
you are unable to provide an answer right away- Be sure to
follow through. Involve the pastor ifyou need to.
. Encourage discussion as much as possible. Possible responses to discussion questions are listed after each question. The possible responses (in parentheses) do NOT appear in the student workbook.
. Whenever the term "denomination" is used, it also refers
to fellowships and associations.
. In the course of class discussions, feel free to require a
written response to a discussion question that has been
particularly meaningful.
. Anytime that a Bible verse is mentioned or referred to in
the Student Workbook, take the time to look up and read
the actual passage with your students.
. Whenever the word parent or parents is used, it indicates
the adult or adults heading the student's family (parent,
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foster parent, grandparent, sibling, aunt, etc.).
. It is essential that you read through each lesson plan (more
than once!) prior to the class. You may need (or want) to
adapt activities to best fit your group. You will also need to
know which options you will be using and that you have all
the supplies for the lesson.
. Visit P.R.A.Y.'s Web site (www.praypub.org) for additional
resources (i.e., sample newsletter articles, assignment
schedules, project ideas, presentation ceremonies, etc.).
Feel free to contact P.R.A.Y. via the Internet. We also hope
that you share your success stories with us.
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Counselor Recognitions
A special pin and embroidered emblem are available for the
counselor. These items may be ordered in advance and worn
by the adult while teaching the class. Having the award visible

will provide incentive to the participants.

Counselor Pin
. Approximately 3/4 inch in size
.

Worn on non-uniform clothing

Counselor patch
.3"embroidered patch
. Worn on non-uniform clothing
. May be worn as a temporary patch
on the front of the B5A uniform

Call P.R.A.Y. at 1-800-933-7729 or visit www.praypub.org for

information or to place an order.
Please note that these counselor items are also listed on
the award application form in each participant's Student

Workbook. Sometimes the students' families will order
a pin for the counselor as a way to show their thanks and
appreciation.

:ヽ 111:
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PART‖
Teaching the God and Churctr Curriculum
llllTRO轟 uCToRYLES50社

精ねlcomttito11齢 ●CJarJIC珈 輌輸静1材 申瑚中lmI:
case across

Objectives
Students will
. become acquainted with the counselor and with each other.
. become familiar with the content and expectations of the
God and Church

program.

. discuss the choices and choose between making a video or
photo album.
. make a plan for daily Bible reading.
. understand h ow God and Church will'be a 'iourney."

the room and back. After the race, talk about

packing for a journey. What are the things that we need
versus what we want to take? Why might some people
consider packing to be one of the least enjoyable parts of a
journey? Why is it one of the most important parts of the
journey? How cumbersome is it to lug around a suitcase?
Then talk about faith journeys. What do we need to pack?
What do we need to learn about? Is it a chore? Is it cumbersome? How can it be enjoyable? How is it important?
Explain how the God and Church program will be a journey

to learn about Christ.

WhatYouWill Need
Name tags, God and Church Student Workbooks, pencils,
handouts of schedule, stapler, Bibles.

lntroductory Lesson

Optional: magazines & calendars with lots of pictures, picture of a cross, two suitcases with Iots of items to pack, teen
devotional books or magazines, sample plans for reading
the Bible

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 3)
Read the introductory paragraphs on Page 3 in the Student Workbook. Then read Joshua 1:1-9 and draw the following comparisons between Joshua and the students:
both are facing enormous tasks; both are to study God's
Word; and both can claim God's promise to be with them

Opening Activity

always everywhere.

Do an activity to get the participants thinking and talking

about "journeys."
. Ask participants to look through old magazines or calendars to find a picture that represents a journey they would
Iike to take. The picture can be a scene or a place (such as
a beach, city, mountain, etc.) or it can be something that
shows what you would Iike to do or see once you get to
your destination (for example, snowboarding, swimming,
watching a parade, seeing grandparents, etc.). Have Iots of
pictures. Set a time Iimit for finding a picture. Gather the
group together and have the participants say their names,

show their pictures, and tell about their ideal journey.
After everyone has had a turn, show a picture of a cross.
TaIk about the journey that Jesus made to the cross. Then
hold up the God and Church workbook and explain that
this program will be a journey to bring us closer to Jesus

lntroduction
Welcome to the
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and to the church.
Do this follow-up activity to help learn everybody's name.
Collect all the pictures and randomly pass them out. See

if everyone can name the person to whom the picture belongs, that is, name the person who was originally holding
the picture.
. Form two teams.

See

which team can Pack the most items

into an old suitcase. This activity will require two suitcases and a lot of miscellaneous items to pack (i.e., clothes,
books, boots, towels, etc.). If you want, add a relay race
and have each member of the team carry the heavy suit-
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Students are asked to describe their relationship with
Christ and with the church. Give them time in this introductory lesson to write an answer in their books. Do not
expect your participants to readily understand this assignment, especially if some have not been active in church. Ac-

cept very simple resPonses, i.e., "I try to go to church every
week," "l was baptized," "I believe that Jesus is God's Son'"
Students will answer this question again at the end of the
program. They will be able to compare their responses and
see how they have grown in their understanding.

Daily Bible Reading
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 3}
Do not expect the students to just randomly read the Bible.
Take the time to develop a specific plan. Turn to page 20 for
suggestions.
Spend some time talking about how to get the most out of
this daily Bible reading time. Three steps might be helpful:
PICTURE the scene (picture the setting or environment)
PONDER the scene (what does it mean - both then and now)
PROMISE (What will I do today as a result of reading this

scripture?)

paper and have your students staple it to the table of conients (page 2 in their Student Workbooks). Counselors are
..r.or."g"d to use a schedule. Please preprint the dates and
topics to be covered (the topics are helpful in case students
are absent and need to do makeup work). Explain that each

week you will announce the 'Assignment" and "What to
bring" so that students can make note of them on their
schedule sheet.

Closing
. Remind students to start reading their Bibles.
. If the group is making photo albums, remind students to
bring their photo albums next session.
. Close with prayer:
Dear God, thankyou for eachyoungpersonhere today and for

your promise to be with each of them. Be with us on our journey through the God and Church program. May it be filled with
fun and laughter, and much learning and discoveries.
In Jesus' name we PraY, Amen.

NOtes′

ldeasrThOughts

The acron)rm "PROMPT" is also helpful:
Pray-Before you begin, ask for God's presence.
R ead the Bible-Read scripture and any background informa-

tion or explanatory notes.
Meditate-Spend some time reflecting on what you have
read and how it applies to You.
Pray again-Spend your closing moments with God.

it with

you-Put into action what you have learned;
make it part of your daily living.

lake

PictureThis!
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 6}
Jump ahead to lesson 1 and read about the video and photo
album and generate some excitement for it. Together page
through the God and Church workbook and look at the "Picture This!" sections. Talk about the pros and cons of each.
Take an "inventory" of the equipment and experience that
your group has with videos, photography, and scrapbooking. Be sure to poll both students and parents. If you have a
large class, consider forming groups and making more than
one video.

If your students choose to do a video, talk about the title
for their program. Can they come up with a catchy phrase?
a logo? If your students choose to do photo albums, talk
about the actual album. Do they want to use spiral notebooks? file folders with construction paper? a real photo
album? a scrapbook? Ask students to bring photo albums
to the next session.

Explain the Schedule

Give each participant a schedule (see page 36 in the Counselor Manual or visit www.praypub'org for a sample schedule). You may want to duplicate your schedule on colored
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. Understand that Jesus shared our humanity.
. Know why it is important that Jesus was human.
. Become familiar with several events in the life of Jesus.

a. John 79:28-Jesus was thirsty.
b. John L1:35-Jesus wept.
c. Matthew 27:46-Jesus despaired.
d. Luke 22:44-Jesus was in anguish.
e. John 2:13-76-Jesus was angry, almost violent.

What You Will Need

Additional passages:

Objectives

Ten notecards for each student (envelopes or plastic bags
or rubber bands for each student to store their notecards)

Luke 2:6-7-Jesus was born and wrapped up to keep warm.
Luke 2:48-Jesus worried his parents.
Mark 1:35-Je sus woke up early to be by himself.
Mark 2:15-Je sus was sitting at the table surrounded by peo-

Optional: timer, paper for each student

ple.

Look Back

2. Read Hebrews 2:77-1,8,4:15, and 5:7-9. Why is it important that Jesus was human? Jesus had to know our hurts

. See if the participants remember one another's names'
. Who was Joshua? What comparisons can you make between yourself and Joshua?

. Check your students' progress on their daily Bible reading plan. If everybody is following the same plan, ask a
few questions about the scripture that was read.

and our shortcomings in order to help us. Jesus knows all our
temptations, all our sorrows, and understands us. Jesus sympathizes with us. Jesus had to be tempted in every way in order to be the perfect sacrifice for our sins'

Opening Activity
timer for one or two minutes. Have the students write
the names of as many famous people as they can think

Set a

of. (They may be surprised by how many names they can
write.) Their lists may include athletes, actors/actresses,
musicians, politicians, and even famous people in history
who are no longer living. When they are finished, comPare
their lists. Does everybody know every name listed? If older adults (parents or grandparents) had done this exercise,

do you think you would know every name on their lists?
Would they know the names on your list? What do you
have to do to become famous? Are famous people known
to everybody (orjust to certain age groups)? Do you think
that they will still be famous in five years? twenty years?
What do you think a person has to do to become famous
for all time? Did any of the lists include Jesus? Why would
Jesus belong on a list of famous people?

Lesson

1
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Anticipating the Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 4}
This exercise will help students see Jesus as a real person.
It might be easy for your students to think of examples of
when Jesus was a baby. Challenge them to think of Jesus
as a

youth their own

2:17-18,
Uk
*iryddrJff'uM&?

2

age.

My Journey in the Bible
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 4}
1. As students look up these Bible verses, be sure to discuss other emotions and human traits besides the ones
included in the passages. Can your students think of some
Bible stories when Jesus was happy? Can they picture Jesus laughing?

frly Journey in
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3. Match each item in Column A with the correct event in
Column B.

1. F
2. I
3. G
4. E
5. B
6. H
7. A
8. D
9. J
10. C

Stones into bread = Jesus is tempted
Empty tomb = Jesus rises from the dead
Fishers ofpeople = Jesus calls his disciples
Hosanna! = Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem
Go and make disciples! = The Great Commission
Manger =Jesus is born
Upperroom = The LastSupper
Sun stopped shining = Jesus dies on the cross
Dove descending from heaven = Jesus is baptized

Water into wine = Jesus'first miracle

ing them in chronological order. Or spread the cards face
up on the table. Start describing the event and see which
person can pick up that card first. Or make a new set of
cards (copy the items from both Column A and Column
B on notecards) and play a matching game.

Highlights of My Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 5)
Postcards have brief messages. They're exciting because
they tell about the highlight of a trip. Make this a quick
exercise for your students. You may want to have them
sign and date each one. At the end of the God and Church
program, the postcards will serve as a nice summary of

their journey.
4. As students rearrange their note cards in chronological

order, feel free to include additional events if you like. You
may want to provide envelopes, plastic bags, or rubber
bands to help your students store their notecards. These
notecards can be used later to play games as a fun way to
review this lesson.
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Jesus is born
Jesus is baptized
Jesus is tempted
Jesus calls his disciples

Jesus'first miracle
Jesus' triumphant entry into Jerusalem
The Last Supper
Jesus dies on

( 68tu?.uEd
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the cross

Jesus rises from the dead
The Great Commission
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5. Listing three things about each event will serve as a review for students who have been brought up in the church.
Divide the stories among the class. You may allow them to
work in small groups. Each group can look up and read one
story and then share with the class the three things that
they chose to write on their notecards.
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This exercise will take much longer for participants who
are new to the church and who may not know much about
Jesus. This will be a way to teach some important stories
of Jesus. Take the time to read each story aloud. Together
find three things to write on the back of each notecard.

Optional Activities:

‐
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. Have students look through their notecards and pick the
event that they were least knowledgeable about. Then
have them pick one or two events that mean the most to
them. Take turns explaining why.
. If the students had to make notecards to describe the
events in their lives, what kind of events would they
choose? What stands out the most ftoth good and bad)?
(trips, vacations, meeting a best friend, a death in the family, a pet, moving, receiving an award) What events have
brought you closer to God?
. Play some games with the notecards. Mix up the cards.
Divide into teams and see which team is first in arrang-

tr Collage- (lf the students want to, they

Picture This!
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 6)

Video
The first video segment focuses on Jesus. One suggestion
is to pretend that it is Good Friday and that Jesus has just
died. Your news team can prepare a special tribute to his
life. Your students can cover as many events as they want,
depending on the size of the class. Your anchorpeople can
break in and cover the resurrection story "live" on Easter
morning. Keep in mind that your students will be studying Lessons 2 and 3 while planning their first video segment. There may be additional items that they want to
add as they complete these lessons.

As students choose the events for their video, they do not
have to be limited to the events listed on Page 5 in the
Student Workbook. Students who have been brought up
in the church may know many more stories. Encourage
them to consider Jesus'miracles, his parables, and other

favorite stories.
is very important to divide the video Project into smaller tasks. The quicker you can assign specific tasks to individuals (or to small groups) the better off you will be.
Perhaps different groups can be responsible for a specific
event in the life of Jesus. The groups will be responsible
for writing scripts for the anchorperson(s), writing scripts
for the actors, making a list, and collecting any necessary
props and costumes, etc. The events can be covered in different ways. Perhaps one group will choose to interview
some eyewitnesses; another grouP may want to reenact
the event.

fl

may add phrases to
their collages, e.g., "Jesus wept," Jesus thirsted," "l imagine
Jesus laughing over a favorite joke.')
Choose two events in the life of Jesus that are espe-

cially meaningful to you. Find pictures to illustrate the
event and your feelings about it. (For example, apicture
of friends or a teacher and student may illustrate Jesus'
relationship withhis disciples; a picture of a family sharing
a meal may illustrate the Last Supper; a picture of someone cryingmay illustrate feelings about the crucifixion and
death of Jesus.)

C Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson.
Use markers or color pencils and make your picture
eye-catching . (It may be helpful to have some sample postcards. Postcards are attractive and seem to capture the essence of a place or event. You may want the students to
design more than one or a series of postcards. Encourage
them to put some thought into their design.)

Closing
. Review the schedule.

Have students write in any asthey need to bring to the next
that
things
signments or

It

.

meeting.
Remind students to continue their plan for daily Bible
reading.

. Close with prayer:
Heavenly Father, we thankyou for Jesus, who shares our
humanity-our hurts, our sorrows, our ioys'
As we learn of Jesus' life here on earth,
may it point us to Jesus' heavenly reign above- Amen.

FrdtueeedhlH

Plrturo Thirl

Your students will continue to work on Video Segment
1 for the next two sessions (they will film it during Mile
Marker 1). Allow enough time for them to brainstorm
and be creative during this initial planning session. Let
students do the planning and ask for a report at the end
of the session. Tell them that they will start writing their
scripts next session.

Photo Album
Students wiII be asked to add "chapters" to their photo albums. The number of pages in each chapter will be up to
the students and depend on the tlpe of assignment they
are doing. Encourage the students to create title pages for
their chapters to identify the themes and connect them to
the God and Church curriculum. Each lesson requires a new
chapter. Students are expected to complete each chapter
before the next lesson.

If your students choose to take pictures with

a camera,

have them list each picture that they want to take, that is,
who or what will be in each picture? Where will it be taken? Any special background or angle to the picture? Any
special instructions? Review this list
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with them to make

sure that it is complete. Remind them to have plenty of
Iight when taking pictures.
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Objectives
. Understand that

Jesus is fully divine; he is the Son of

God.

may want to talk about the reverence we should have for his
name. Why do so many people use his name in vain? What
can we do to keep his name holy?

. Hear the Good News of Jesus.

Look Back
. Check your students'progress on their daily Bible reading
plans. If everybody is following the same plan, ask a few
questions about the scripture that was read.
. Review Lesson 1. Why is it important that Jesus was human? What was Jesus' first miracle? What were the three

temptations that Jesus faced in the wilderness? What
event is associated with the shouting of "Hosanna!"?
. If you have time, ask students to arrange their notecards
(from Lesson 1) in chronological order. Make it

a race.

What You Will Need
Optional: bag with slips of paper (listing items students
have never seen), Bible dictionary, embroidery thread,
beads, color pencils or crayons

Opening Activity
On small slips of paper or notecards, list items that you
think your students have personally never seen or touched
(e.g., the North Pole, Australia, rattlesnake, Abraham Lincoln, sapphire, etc.). Put the pieces of paper in a bag. Ask
students to get in small groups of two or three. Have each
group pick a paper out of the bag and discuss how they can
prove that the item exists. If they have never seen the item
with their own eyes or touched it with their own hands,
how do they know it exists? How can they know for sure?
(You may also do the reverse of this activity. Include items
that do NOT exist: tooth fairy, Easter bunny, Santa Claus,
or even some outrageous headlines from some of the grocery store tabloids. Can you prove that these items do NOT
exist?) Explain that Lesson 2 will focus on Jesus and believing without a doubt that he is the Son of God.

a. Matthew 1:21
b. Matthew1:23
c. John 13:13
d. John 1:29
e.

John

l-:41

Jesus

("Savior')

Emmanuel (whichmeans, "Godwithus')
Teacher, Lord ("God')

The Lamb of God (Jesus was slain as a
sacrifice for our sins)

Messiah, Christ-(Both mean "anointed"
and indicate that Jesus was both King and
Priest; he was the Promised One.)

Additional verses:

.
.

Jeremiah 23:6 The Lord our Righteousness
Isaiah 9:6
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ever
lasting Father, Prince of Peace

What do these names teach us about Jesus?
Jesus was born to be our savior. He would be the perfect sacrifice for our sins. He was the long awaited Prophet and King
whom the Jews had been taught by their prophets to expect. He
was the promised Messiah.

Lesson 2
ilyJournry

Meeting Jesus, the Son of God
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Anticipating the Journey
(STUDENT WORXBOOK, PAGE 7)

Do different people know you by different names? (Most
students will agree that not everybody wiII call a person by the
same name.) What do your names tell about you and the
relationships you have with other people? (Some nicknames
are personal and indicate a very special relationship. A term of
endearment such as "sweetheart" shows a very close relationship. A derogatory name would indicate an antagonistic relationship. Using a formal name, "James", instead of "Jim" might
show that they don't know each other very well.)

MyJourney in the Bible
(STUDENT WORKBOOK. PAGE 7)
1. As you look up the many different names for Jesus, you
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2. Jesus uses very vivid imagery when talking about his
identity. As the students draw a picture for each Bible verse,
spend some time talking about the significance of each passage. Here are some suggestions for what to draw and some
sample questions for discussion:

. John 6:35 - bread - What did Jesus mean when he said
that "anyone who comes to him would never go hungry...
or be thirsty"?
. John 8:12 - candle, lightbulb, flashlight - What kind
of darkness was Jesus talking about, what kind of light
would a follower of Jesus have, and how would that light
benefit the follower?
. John 10:9 - gate, door - Jesus says he is a gate that leads
somewhere - where? And is there only one "gate" that
leads there? And who is that?
. John 10:11 - shepherd, shepherd's crook - What does
Jesus say a GOOD shepherd does for his sheep? Did Jesus do that? Was that a GOOD thing he did as the Good
Shepherd? For whom did he do it? And what did that accomplish for us?
. John 11:25-26 - cross, empty tomb - What does Jesus say
will be the reward for those who believe that he rose from tfre
dead and continues to live (the Resurrection and the LifeX
. John 15:5 - vine and branches - How do we "bear much

fruit?" How do we stay connected to the "Vine"?

John 14:6 - Like John 3:16, this passage conveys the true
message of the Gospel. Jesus is the source of our salvation.
Apart from him, we can do nothing.

Matt{rew 27254 (27-5a)
Centurion or Roman officer watching Jesus on the cross (read
from verse 27 through 54) - The longer account provides a
contrast between the soldiers' early treatment of Jesus (they
flogged, mocked, and spat upon him) and their final realization
that Jesus was the Son of God. The centurion could witness to
the earthquake , the split rocks , the raising of the saints , etc . The
centuion would be a powerful witness.

Actc 9:1-9
Saul was blinded on the Damascus road and heard Jesus speak
- This account shows the contrast between SauI who per-

to him

secuted Christians, and Paul who was called by the Lord and
became the world's greatest missionary. Jesus had to be the
True Son of God in order to bring about that kind of change in
a person.

Additiond passages:
Acts 9:36-42
Tabitha raised from the dead - Tabitha was called a "disciple,"
and so was a believer to begin with. After being raised from the
dead, she wouldn't be afraid to teII her story and give God all
the glory.

Johln2O:24-28
Doubting Thomas savr the resurrected Jesus

-

The complete

change in Thomas would make him a passionate witness. Thomas could confess his shortcomings but also give testimony that
he did indeed see the holes in Jesus' hands.

3. As students read about the witnesses who believe Jesus

to be the Son of God, it may be necessary to read a larger
portion of each account to provide more background. Here
are the people, what they witnessed, and some reasons why
your students may choose them as effective witnesses.

Matfihew 14:22-33
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The disciples saw Jesus walk on the water - When Jesus walked
on the water, and then called Peter to walk on the water too,
the disciples declared that Jesus truly was the Son of God. Most
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students have seen or experienced severe storms and even been

frightened by them. It is awesome to think of the elements of
nature obeyingJesus.

John 11:23-27

- She saw Jesus raise her brother Lazarus from the dead
(read the entire account of raising Lazarus from the dead from
verse 1- through 45) - Martha made her confession about Jesus BEF OKE he raised her brother from the dead . She had incredible faith .
Martha was the one who didn't want the stone rolled away from
the tomb because of the stench from the body. Her testimony after
Lazarus was raised from the dead would have to be awesome.
Martha

John 1:32-34
John the Baptist - He baptized Jesus. John said that hewouldn't
have known Jesus unless he had seen the Spirit descend upon
him. John was eyewitness to a powerful scene. He would be very
convincing.

GOD AND CHURCH COUNSELOR MANUAL・ PAGE 13

(brtu*Fr&L&ri
ffiEC&FAeiDtulF&

Luke 1:26-35
Mary, the mother of Jesus - Mary could tell about what the

Optional Activitiec:
. Provide markers, color pencils, or crayons for students

angel said about Jesus, who he was and how he would be
born.

to color their scriptural rainbow/color chart.
. Require that the students memorize key Bible verses.
. Make friendship bracelets out of yarn or embroidery
thread using the colors to represent the story of salvation. Encourage the students to give the bracelets
to somebody and share the Good News of Jesus with

Mark 5:1-9
"Legion," an unclean spirit, was cast outby Jesus - Students
may be impressed by the fact that even the demons acknowledge that Jesus is the Son of the Most High God.

Matthew 16:13-19
Peter's confession

-

Peter had denied Christ; that makes his

.

them.
Use beads with the same colors that are in your rainbow/ color chart to make a necklace, key chain, or other
item. Discover how many opportunities you have to talk
about Jesus just because of wearing the beads.

confe ssion even stron ger.

Optional Activities:
. Divide into pairs or small groups. Assign an "eyewitness"
to each group. Each group is in charge of "cross-examin-

ing" its eyewitness. What part of the eyewitness' testimony is most convincing?
. Put the students on trial and accuse them ofbeing Christian. Is there enough evidence to prove that the young
people are Christian? Is there proof that the students
are followers of Christ?

5. Students will be at different stages in their faith journeys. Please affirm each person. Allow each person to answer in his or her own way. Some may be comforted by the
image of Jesus waiting to be invited into their lives. Others who are hearing this for the first time may be uncomfortable. How do you invite Jesus into your heart? How
will it change me? What if I'm not ready at this time? Be
a good listener. Be sure you hear the questions and needs
of each person. Remind students that even mature Christians need to continually respond to Jesus' invitation.

4. Whether the participants are churched or unchurched,
the counselor should present the Good News of Jesus to
each and every young person. As you read this section in
the Student Workbook with your participants, be sure to

incorporate the special teachings of your denomination
and go over some of the important concepts with your
students (e.g., sin, confession, grace, repentance, salvation, etc.). Perhaps this is a session that the pastor should
attend.
Each of the four themes has two Bible verses. Feel free to

add additional themes, Bible verses, and/or colors to your
rainbow/color chart to better express the Good News of
Jesus. Students are asked to look up each Bible verse and
write a few words to remind them of its meaning. You
may allow their notes to be brief, but please allow plenty
of time for sharing and discussing.
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Allow students to pick colors that are meaningful to
them. They should be able to explain their choices. Here
are some examples:
God's awesome love for you-Red (for love like a heart; for
the blood shed by Jesus); Gold (God's love is precious
and more valuable than gold)

How sin separates you from God-Black (for our sins);
Gray (being separated or lost in the fog)

How God offers you forgiveness-White (God cleans

us

and makes us new); Green (we have new life)
How you can respond to God's love for you-Green (we
grow in God's loving forgiveness); Yellow (we shine

with God's love)
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Highlights of My Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE I O}
This should be a quick exercise. At the end of the God and
Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice reminder
to the students of what they learned on their faith journeys.

ilighlightr of lly Joumoy
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Video

―
一一 l三 一

Review Lesson 2 with the video project in mind. Are there

additional items that students want to include

in their

video? For example, are there some witnesses they learned
about in question 2 that they can interyiew? Is there a Bible
verse they wish to highlight from question 3? (It might be
interesting to cross-examine the eyewitnesses who contradicted themselves, i.e., Peter denied Christ, Thomas
doubted that Jesus was resurrected, Saul used to persecute
Christians, etc. Some of their stories are very dramatic, and
the students may enjoy reenacting them, e.g., when Jesus
raised Lazarus from the dead.)
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Encourage students to add a title page to introduce each
new "chapter" of their photo albums.
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D Choose two or three names for Jesus. Cut out individual
letters of the alphabet from magazines and newspapers
to spell out these names in your album. (Encourage stu-

if

E

tr

E

dents to use colorful paper and to arrange their pages as
they were worship banners for the sanctuary.)
Draw or collect symbols of Christ (e.g., Good Shepherd,
crown of thorns, fish, etc.) (Your Sunday school department
or Chistian Education Committee may have some resources
on this.)
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picture of a human rainbow (coordinate a goup
of volunteers to stand in a rainbow formation and to
wear certain color T-shirts or to hold construction pa-

Tal<e a

per). (There have been advertisements that use huge crowds
of people to spell messages or form designs. You don't necessaily need a huge number of people for this project. Perhaps
a youth group or Sunday school class would be large enough.
The student shouldbe prepared to explain the color code to the
volunteers and include an explanation in the photo album.)
Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson. Use
markers or color pencils and make your picture eyecatching.

Closing
. Review the schedule. Have students write in any assignments or things that they need to bring to the next meeting.
. Remind students to continue their plan for daily Bible
reading.
. Close with prayer.
Dear God, how great is your love that you would send your Son
to die for us! We celebrate the Good News of Jesus and ask for
the strength to live our lives for Christ.
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
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Objectives
. Know that Jesus
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My Journey in the Bible
invites us into relationship with the

church.
. Learn about the history ofyour congregation and denom-

ination.

. Become familiar with the important beliefs of your

de-

nomination.
. Memorize a creed, statement of belief, or passage of
scripture.

Look Back
. Check your students' progress on their daily Bible reading
plans. If everybody is following the same plan, ask a few
questions about the scripture that was read.

. Review Lesson 1 - Make notecards for both columns A
and B on page 5 in the Student Workbook. Randomly
distribute them to your students. Ask them to find partners. (You will need to make as many cards as the number
of students in your class.) Another variation is to have
two complete sets of notecards. Divide the class into two
teams. See which team is faster in matching the cards

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 1 1)
Read Ephesians 1,:22-23 and spend some time talking
about what it means that Jesus is the "head" of the church.
How is the church his body? Be sure to explain that church
here means the larger church of all people who trust in Jesus, not just a specific denomination or congregation. All
believers together are the body of Christ and are called the
"church." Talk about the church not as an organization,
but as an organism-a living, believing group of followers
of Jesus.

Additiond passages:
Colossians 1:18 and Ephesians 4:10-16 (These verses provide a description not only of the "headship" of Christ, but
also of the role of the "member" of his body, the church)

1. Before reading the account in Acts, explain that Pentecost was a celebration. It was the Harvest Feast. It was a
dedication of the harvest to God. The ceremony included
the offering of loaves and lambs.

correctly.

. Review Lesson 2 - What does'Jesus" mean? "Emmanuel?" What do the colors in your rainbow rePresent?

Lessoo 3

WhatYouWill Need

Mソ Joutt MeetingJ

Creed or statement of belief or substitute memory assign-
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Opening Activity
Bring in some dominos and let the students have some fun
lining them up and setting off chain reactions. After a few
minutes, focus their attention on the chain reaction that
you have set up. Remove the second domino from your line
so that there is a gap after the first domino. Ask your students what will happen. Explain that there are many times
when individuals feel isolated from the church, but it only
takes one person to bring them in and connect them to the
entire church family. Add the second domino back in the
line and set off your chain reaction.

Anticipating the Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 1 1 }
Be prepared to give an example from your personal experiences ofhow one person can "connect" you to many other
people. Can you give an example from your congregation?
from your scouting group?

□ □
□
lly loumry

in

thr Bibh

□ □ □□ □

ment

Optional: dominos, guest speaker, photo albums or artifacts from your congregation's history room, reference material on your denomination's history

usrthe Head of

the Church
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a. Write down any words that describe the sensory and
emotional experiences in this passage. What was heard,
seen, and felt during Pentecost? (wind, tongues offire, speak-

aw&.hryh&&&dbry
d@&drryhdh&rcr!
E,dtrdtiB
&d,6tsh-d,

ing in many languages, amazement, wonderment, perplexity,
being cut to the heart, fear, praising God)

b. Read the words that you wrote in question a. Circle the
things that you have experienced and felt in your own congregation. What other comparisons can you make between
the early church and your congregation? (both are spiritfiIled; both preach the resurrection of Jesus; both baptize new
converts; both devote themselves to teaching and fellowship,
Communion, prayers, etc. Unchurched youth may want to answer this question by circling those things that they would like
to see in alocal congregation.)
Please note: The rest of this lesson deals specifically with
the history ofthe local congregation and the denomination.
There are no "answers" provided in this Counselor Manual.
Be sure to prepare for this lesson. If your class includes a
mixture of students from different congregations and denominations, consider inviting their pastors (or other representatives) to this session. You can have a panel discussion or do a small group rotation from speaker to speaker.
Or you may require the students to complete questions 2
and 3 to be done as homework with someone from their
home congregation.
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2. Make the history of your congregation come alive for

your students.

If

possible, invite some people to talk to

your class about the early years of your congregation. Or
arrange

to visit the archive room of your

congregation

or bring a photo album or other item to share with your
class. This should be a "storytelling" session. Do not focus
so much on dates or names, but on the stories of faith. Do
not expect your students to write a comprehensive history

NotesrllelsrTh。 警
0打11

of your congregation in the space provided. Instead, allow
them to highlight some of the stories that were especially
meaningful to them. Consider playing a game to test how
well your students know their history. Make up some questions from the material covered in questions 2 and 3 (or
ask each student to submit three questions with answers).
Have a contest among the class or challenge the pastor or
other leader in the congregation to a friendly contest.
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3. Checl< with your pastor and church library to see what reto you for this assignment. Are there

sources are available

booklets on your denomination t}tat you can distribute to
your students? Perhaps your dass can work in small groups to
uncover the answers to the questions. fusign one question to
each group and have that group report back to the dass. Keep

a
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in mind that the questions listed in the Student Workbook provide just a starting point for learning about your denomination.
Feel free to add additional information to give your dess a bet-

ter understanding of and commitment to your denomination.

4. Choose a creed or statement of belief important to your
congregation. Make copies for your students. Mal<e sure the
student understands what it means before he or she is expected to memorize it. If your congregation does not use a creed
or statement ofbe[ef, explain why to your student. Together
choose an alternate assignment. Does your student know the
Lord's Prayer? the Ten Commandments? Psalm 23? the Beatitudes? Perhaps the student can memorize the verses listed for
the "scriptural rainbow" on page 9 in the Student Workbook.
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In a small dass, you as the counselor may be able to listen to
each student and sign off the memory requirement in each
Student Workbook. But in a large class setting, you may have
to encourage the students to recite their memory work to another adult (parent, Sunday school teacher, etc.) and ask that
adult to sign their books. Check on students'progress every
week. The target deadline for memory work would be Mile
Marker 2.
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Highlights of My Journey

. If you will be going on a field trip, distribute permission

(STUDENT WORKBOOK PAGE 1 4)
This should be a quick exercise. At the end of the God and
Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice reminder

slips and make appropriate announcements.
. Close with prayer:
Dear God, thankyou that we never have to be alone. Thankyou
for surrounding us with fellow believers who support us on our
journey. We praise you for the church. We praise you for Jesus.
May Jesus be so real to us that we express that love
through service to the church. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

to the students of what they learned on their faith journeys.

Picture Thisl
(sruDENT WORKBOOTq PAGE 1 4)

Video
Video Segment 1 will be filmed next session during Mile
Marker 1. Review each person's assignment and ask for a
volunteer(s) to call everybody the night before to remind
them of what to bring.
Remind students to use their anchorperson(s) to introduce
each new video segment.

Photo Album

Hi

gtllglrts of ily Journry

ilryJd
hbd
h Ekdriq.bE
HHoEtuF
- & H dtu
t*
dcL htuFrd&,dft
FHn!BiWEto.tup'.@bEorY@
tuhi!il+htdFFm+e.* Mhq!#(d/ilaM6br.Ouddtu
.{.o tud-iryb&U.h
p pdE
rffi
iiry d 6EE*FH
dffituftrheld

￨
一
一

一

一

一

IIIII̲三
一

Check on the progress of each individual. Remind your stu-

dents that they will present the first three chapters of their
photo albums at the next session (Mile Marker 1).
Students should design title pages for each new chapter of
their photo albums.

f,l Collect photographs that illustrate the key events in the
history of your congregation. Get permission to make
copies. Write captions for your pictures. (Perhapsthephotographs can be used to make a timeline.)
Take a current picture of one or two of the longtime
members of your congregation. See if they can give you
a photograph of themselves taken at about the time that
they joined the congregation. Ask them to comment on
the changes that they have seen in the church during
their lifetime s. (The student can also ask about the individual's own faith journey. How has the individual's faith grown
duringhis or her tenure at the church?)
El Make a time line of the history of your congregation.
(Make sure the time line uses a scale, e.g., one inch equals one
year. Can the time line be reproduced for a church bulletin
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board or archive room?)

E Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson. Use
markers or color pencils and make your picture eyecatching.

Closing
. Remind students that they should be finishing their plan
for reading the Bible and that you will talk about it next
session.

. Remind students about the memory work on page L3.
. Review the schedule. Point out that the next session will be
the first "Mile Marker." All makeup work should be completed by next week. If the main focus will be on filming
the video, review the list of props, costumes, scripts, supplies, etc. that students need to bring to the next meeting.
Ask them to put their names on their props so that nothing will get lost. You may want to ask for additional parent
volunteers to help with the filming of the video.
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PROJECTl:

Mlle Marker l

Daily Bible Reading
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 1 5)
Do not expect the students to just randomly read the Bible.
Take the time to develop a specific plan. Since Unit I focuses on Jesus, it makes good sense to read an entire gospel (Matthew, Mark, or Luke). Some Bibles include two- or
three-week plans for reading some of the major stories in
the Old Testament as well those in the New Testament.
Some church publishing houses also put out very good devotional resources for teens. You may want to have several
options available for your students. Be sure to participate
in the daily reading plan with your students and check with
them periodically to encourage them and talk about the
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The calendar or chart found in the Student Workbook may
be used in different ways. It may be used to record the actual plan for reading the Bible, or it may be used as a reading

dent pick one name and give three dues.See who can be
theirslome tO guess the answe4

record (students would indicate which days they actually
read their assignment). As the counselor, you may provide
a preprinted plan for your students. You may also require
that your students keep a journal in a separate notebook.
Please provide appropriate instructions for the Daily Bible
Reading requirement.
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Objectives

MyJourney in the Bible

. Understand how Jesus worshiped God in his everyday

(STUDENT WORKBOOIC PAGE 1 6)
1. After reading the introductory paragraPhs, quickly assign the verses to different individuals to read aloud. The
verses should help you answer the following questions:
How did Jesus refer to the synagogue? What was his attitude toward the synagogue? How often did he go to the
synagogue? What did he do there?

Iiving.
. Learn about prayer.

Look Back
. Review Lesson 1: What is the Great Commission?
. Review Lesson 2: Who was Martha? Who was Saul?
. Review Lesson 3: How old is your congregation? Name a
key person who helped start your denomination.
. Mile Marker 1: Ask a question about the video, photo album, or field trip.
. Together recite the memory work.

WhatYouWill Need
Agree/Disagree signs posted at opposite ends ofroom

Optional: prayer rocks, bag with slips of paper with special
phrases (see "Closing")

Was Jesus' attitude toward the synagogue the same as
your students'? As they redo the agreeldisagree exercise
from Jesus' point of view, ask them to point out the ones
that were completely different. What does Jesus' example
mean to you? (Allow students to freely ansv)er. Some may
be challenged to have a more positive attitude toward church;
others may be encouraged that they share something in common with Jesus.)
2. As you discuss how scripture was a part of Jesus'everyday
life, refer ba& to the Daily Bible Reading Plan in Project I and
stress how important it is for Christians to read the Bible.

Opening Activity
Ask the students to imagine that they are in the presence of
the Lord God and to assume different positions as you read
Bible passages.
. As you read Isaiah 40J'-2, students should sit on the floor
hugging their knees to their chest.
. As you read Isaiah 40:3-5, students should stand straight
and tall.
. As you read Psalm 95:1-5, students should stand tall with
arms outstretched and head thrown back.

Anticipating the Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 1 6)
Make a sign that says 'AGREE" and one that says "DISAGREE." Post them at opposite ends of the room. Read the
statements in the Student Workbook and ask the students
if they agree or disagree with each statement. Tell them to
move to different spots in the room to show if they totally
disagree, sort of disagree, sort of agree, or totally agree with
the statements. Ask them to explain why they are standing
in their spots.
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Discuss the following questions. What words or feelings
came to mind during this exercise? What images did you
have of God? How did your physical position affect your
thoughts and attitudes? How was this a form of worship?
In this lesson we will learn how Christ's everyday living was
a form of worship.
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head bowed.

How Christ

Worshiped God
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. As you read Psalm 95:6-7, students should kneel with
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ity Joumry Learning

arpbdu(hMellMu
b.BcyftrmEqdirn
afBtusbrdffir+
p.!ffibffikEd
.chftlr06CEm
ahdttulht*dtd
.bwtrIF
ddtuoth.tr
alxdaElDaltEfrda
6dud! tuld Jishgd
rdRrlo.s
tlddrrliryrEilbabdrd\
hnh 6r{, gLd xts ld
3tufEfr. F.Ildrtrya5
*El{.4ddif'g&n
sdErti{lhsdh&rdr
LlloottrdbdEry
fiisdiidudr

ftMd&.-tu{Dr'&Sd@a
bfta&&tuJq!'Fhdtuh
.tu.&F6FdhdaaF
ry?Sre.h@pliltoF?

ily Joumry in the Bibh
btubEbFtudkEd.E
tdaFSt"dkt6
-tu,b.#
BWclip,rs.dl6f,drEEd
dfirc:HrEl&Iliqil.
hdEdbwdbn.hi{d,F
dk.
ItnaieiqddFbdt,bH
hndri'.
ildouryroHl

dtu

rAifbftrcEugPdqh
rdEr+dAbiEddd.bs6
l&N&&i!EEolab
iryuftmilbbiBq&
Eie.FPfrdmd&tu)

GOD AND CHURCH COUNSELOR MANUAL・

PAGE 21

&tiPm
J.d rd udsd-dpM.
..G€d56.wrdh&
ry.Sykwu.pddEarydry
e-Hbod.{.drriE
eC"qd
h@EhRd.bdHbGtq.d
bysruu L6{:r-f, d &a tufd.;ry
p&rilp.odr;
2.

a. How did Jesus'knowledge of scripture protect him? (Jesus was able to answer every temptation with scripture. He
didn't have to think about what he should do. He already knew
the answer.) How did Jesus' knowledge of scripture give glory to God? (God's will was the priority in Jesus'Iife. Whenever
we live by God'sWord, we give glory to God.)

b. Think of situations in your own life where

it would

be

helpful to know scripture. (when facing temptations, relating to other people, making any kind of choice, etc.) How can
knowing the Bible affect your behavior and the choices you
make? (The Bible provides instruction, but if you don't read
and study the Bible, it can't help you. You need to know what
the Bible teaches and how God wants you to act BEFORE you
get into tough situations.) How is reading scripture a form
of worship? (Readingthe Bible is wantingto learn about God,
wantingto make God apriority, showingGod respect andreverence. All this is worship.)

prayers every minute of the day. It means that we are to be in
a constant attitude of prayer, always mindful of God's will for
our lives, always turning to God in our need, relying on God,
sharing everything with God.) Think about your own prayet
life as worship. How often do youpray? When do you pray?

With whom do you pray? Talk with your counselor about
ways to strengthen your prayer life. Write them in the space
below. (Keep a prayer journal; find a special time and place to
pray, perhaps early in the morning; have a prayer list of people
to pray for; have a prayer partner; use an acronym to direct your

prayers: ACTS -f,doration, Qonfession, Thanksgiving, gupplication, PAT H -P rais e, Stology, Thanks, flelp, PRoMPT-Pray,
Read the Bible, Meditate, Pray again, lake it with you.)

Optiond Activity:
Have students make up skits showing how scripture can
help them make good choices when pressured to do wrong.
Be prepared to suggest some scripture passages: honor your
father and your mother, do not take the name of the Lord
your God in vain, love your neighbor as yourself, turn the
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other cheek, etc.
3. "Commune" means to converse intimately.
very trusting and personal relationship.

It implies

a
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a. Each of the following passages describes a time when
Jesus was praying. Identify each event. (Point out that Jesus prayed in ALL circumstances-good, bad, when facing tough
choices, etc.) Then reflect on the important times in your

own life. (For young people, the important times do not have
to be momentous occasions. They can be choosing friends, par-

challenges of schoolwork, looking forward to a special weekend,
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ticipating in an important sports or musical event, facing the
planning a trip, etc.) With your counselor, discuss the role
prayer played (or could have played) in those moments.
Luke
Luke

3:27-22
6:12-13

Luke

9:12-17

Luke

9:28-36
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(Jesus was baptized and was praying.)

(Jesus prayed all night before choosing his
twelve disciples.)
(Jesus prayed over the loaves and fishes
before the feeding of the five thousand.)

(The transfiguration happened

as

Jesus

was praying.)

Luke22:39-46 (Jesus was praying before his betrayal
by Judas.)

Optiond Activity:
. Form small groups and assign each group one of the scripture passages above. Pantomime or act out each event.
Try to guess the situation.
b. We learn in 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 that we should pray

without ceasing. What does this mean? Is

it possible to
pray nonstop? (This does not mean that we need to mumble
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Optiond Activitiec:
. Form prayer partners.

.

Make a prayer list together as a group. Have each student copy the list and take it home. Update the list every

N.OtlS′

ldeasrThought=

week.

. Make prayer rocks. It could be

as simple as finding a rock
and decorating it, using permanent markers. Put the rock
on your pillow to remind you to pray every night when
you crawl into bed. After you get into bed, put the rock on
the floor so that it will remind you to say a prayer when
you step out of bed in the morning.
. Start a prayer rock (or other object) for the class. Choose an
object large enough to eventually have everybody's name
on it. If you have a large class, you may want to have two
or more prayer rocks. The person who starts the prayer
rock signs his or her name on the rock and then chooses
the next person. He or she must pray for that person and
then give it to that person without the person's knowing
it (hide it in a backpack, put it in the pocket of his or her
jacket, etc.). Each person, as he or she receives the prayer
rock, must sign the rock and continue the process until
everybody has had a turn.
. Divide the students into small groups and ask them to rewrite the Lord's Prayer in their own words.

4. To help your students envision "stones" crying out in
praise of God, find pictures in old calendars or magazines
that show scenes in nature. Talk about how the peacefulness and beauty in nature gives praise to God.

a. How did Jesus' life on Earth "cry out" in praise of God?
How was his everyday living a form of worship? (Everythingthat Jesus did gave praise and glory to God. Jesus lived a
life without sin. He was obedient to God, even unto death.)
b. Name some people in the Bible whose very lives "cried
out" with praise for God. (Be prepared to give examples from
both the Old Testament and New Testament, both male and
female, both young and old.)
c. Name some people today whose very lives "cry out" with
praise for God. (Allow students to name some individuals
who are famous singers, evangelists, etc. Be sure they name
ordinary people or acquaintances in their own lives.)
d. Think about your own life. How does your everyday living praise God? (Challenge students to find ways that their
lives give praise to God beyond attending church or Sunday
school. Help them become more conscious of living their lives
for Chist. Even when they're not praising God aloud with
their words, their lives and the things that they do should give
praise and honor to God. The way they treat other people, how
they try to be helpful and patient, the choices that they make
should show that God has piority in their lives.)
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Highlights of My Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOIC PAGE T 8)

This should be a quick exercise. At the end of the God
and Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice reminder to the students of what they learned on their faith
journeys.

Tonight I feel ...
I want to thank you for ...
I'm not sure I understand
Father, help me to ...
I'm sorry that ...

...

Today I ...

I wonder...

Picture Thisl
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 18)

Video
Video Segment 2 will focus on how your congregation
worships. Your students won't study this topic until the
next lesson, but the planning should begin now, especially since students will need to contact and make arrangements to interview and video the many different people
involved in a worship service. Keep in mind that Unit II
is shorter than Unit I. Students will only have one more
session to plan the video before they have to film it during
Mile Marker 2.

. Close with prayer:
Dear God, sometimes our worship seems so small. Thankyou that
your Spiit can lead our everyday living-our choices, our relationships, our pioities-to give praise to you. Use our lives to invite
others to join in praise of you!
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
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Give special consideration for the filming of Video Segment 2. Will the "interviewees" come to your Mile Marker
session? Which parts should be filmed separately (i.e.,
choir rehearsal, printing of bulletins, etc.). Do not overlook these important details.

Photo Album
E Go outside and take photographs or find pictures in old
magazines or calendars that show how God is glorified
in creation. Find an appropriate Bible verse (or verses)
to express how all nature gives praise to God. (Besides
Bible verses, the student may also choose to write the lyrics
to some Christian songs.)

D Take pictures of people whose lives you feel give praise
to God. Add explanations in your photo album. (Help
the young people become aware of how many mentors and
role models they have. Remind them that these people are

not "perfect," but they can still live their lives in praise of
God.)
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D Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson.
Use markers or color pencils and make your picture
eye-catching.

Closing
. Review the

schedule. Have students write in any assignments or things that they need to bring to the next
meeting.
. Project II (Student Workbook, page 23)-Ask students
what choices they made for Project II. Make sure they
have a plan in mind as to how to proceed. Make yourself
available to your students or recommend someone who
can give special guidance for their projects.
. Check students'progress on memory work.
. Have a bag with slips of paper with the following phrases.
Take turns picking out a slip of paper and then finishing

the sentence.
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Objectives
. Understand the worship service ofyour congregation.
. Student and counselor attend a worship service together.

Lesson 5
mvJOum田 中 ExPlo‖ ng Hcw Mソ

Look Back

Congregation WottiPs God

. Review Lesson 1: Why is it important that Jesus was human?
. Review Lesson 2: What does "Messiah" mean? Why is this
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important?

. Review Lesson

3: What do we celebrate on Pentecost?
When do we celebrate the birthday of our congregation?
. Mile Marker 1: What do you remember most about your
video, photo album, or field trip?
. Review Lesson 4: Name at least three events in Jesus'life
in which prayer played an important role.

What You Wil! Need
An old bulletin or order of service; worship resources

Opening Activity
Cut up last week's bulletin or order of service. Don't cut it
into random pieces, but cut apart the major parts, such as
the call to worship, the invocation, the responsive reading,
the reading of scripture, the sermon, etc. Give the pieces
to the students and see if they can reassemble them in the
proper order.

Anticipating the Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 1 9)

how many things the students can list from memory
BEFORE going to the sanctuary. The visit to the sanctuary will be important to the students who are new to the
church. They may not know enough to even ask questions.
You may need to anticipate their questions and provide explanations for everything in the sanctuary.
See

11,1111■ ,1‖ 11=■ ‖:■￨
￨:1■ ■
IIT‖ ‖:=11‖ ￨‖ ‖

●1,

II'「

1・

‐

「「

GOD AND CHURCH COUNSELOR MANUAL・

PAGE 25

MyJourney in the Bible
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 20)
The students will learn about the worship service(s) of your
congregation. You, as the counselor, must provide this information. You may want to invite some worship leaders or
other guests to your lesson. You could divide into groups
and rotate from speaker to speaker. The questions listed in
the Student Workbook are just a starting point. Please allow spontaneous discussion to cover other aspects or areas
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of interest.
The questions from the Student Workbook are copied here
so that you can prepare for your lesson.
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1. What is the order of worship for your congregation? List

the main parts of the worship service, and explain what
they are and why they appear in the order that they do.
G

2. Discuss the following questions with your counselor:
a. What is the role of the pastor(s) and others in leading wor-

ship?

ktuebFar{.8?ed.ELh
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What different types of worship services does your congregation have? What worship opportunities exist outside of
Sunday morning worship?
c. What worship resources are used in the worship services?
d. How is music an important part of worship?
e. Describe what happens at a Baptism and explain its sig-

b.

nificance. (Have your students ask three different people the
following question: What importance, comfort, or encouragement does your baptism give you in your daily living?)
f. Describe how Holy Communion is celebrated at your congregation and explain its significance. Attend a service

that indudes Communion. (Have your students ask three
different people the following question: What do you value
most about the Lord's Supper?)
g. What are the special days in the church calendar? What
special days are observed by your congregation? Describe
the traditions that your congregation has for these special
worship services.
h. How are young people involved in the worship services of
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ldr'.&tutffi(hb
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your congregation?

3. Even though your student(s) may attend church regularly, the point of this requirement is to preview a service
and learn how to prepare oneself for worship. Can you read
the Bible lesson ahead of time? How do the songs relate to
the Bible passage or theme? How is worship more meaningful with some "prep" time? Ask students to share their responses to the open-ended sentences listed in the Student
Workbook.
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Highlights of My Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PA6E 22)

This should be a quick exercise. At the end of the God
and Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice reminder to the students of what they learned on their faith
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PictureThisl
(sruDENT WORKBOOIC PAGE 22)
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As students write their scripts, they need to use their anchorpeople to introduce the new segment. Confirm any arrangements you have made for intenriews and filming.

Photo AIbum
E Take pictures of the different iobs that people perform
in order to prepare for a worship service. (Help the sn'
dents make a comprehensive list from rehearsing the music,
to preparing for Communion, etc. When will these pictures be

taken?)

D Design your own stained-glass window. (The stained-glass
window should represent their faith joumeys and beliefs
about God. Encourage them to use symbols or words in their
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designs.)

D Take photographs or find pictures of different sanctuaries or houses of worship. (Ask stude nts to highlight the
tures that appeal to them.)

tr

fe a-

Find pictures in old magazines to illustrate the different
parts of the worship service. Label them and put them
in the order they appear in a worship service. (Allow students to find pictures that are meaningful to them, for example, a picture of somebody using a cell phone or a picture of a
large number of people gathering together may represent the

fl
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"call to worship.')
Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson. Use

markers or color pencils and make your picture eyecatching.

Closing
. Review the schedule. Point out that the next session will
"Mile Marker." All makeup work needs to be
completed by next week, including the memory work. If
the main focus will be on filming the video, review the list
of props, costumes, scripts, supplies, etc. that students
need to bring to the next meeting. Discuss any changes
that you want to make from the last Mile Marker session.
Was everybody prepared? Were students attentive?
. If you will be going on a field trip, distribute permission
slips and make appropriate announcements.
. Check students'progress on Project II. Will they be ready
to sign it off?
. Close with prayer:
Dear God, thankyou for my church family and the opportunity
to worship together. Help us to share our many talents and
gifts and to use them to bring glory and honor to you.
In Jesus'name, Amen.
be the second
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PROJECT‖
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Discovering How I Can
Worship God

1螂 岬籠
ⅢⅢⅢandⅢ Ⅲ岬IⅢ Ⅲ
導
ぎ

(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 23}
Encourage students to try something new. If your students
regularly serve as ushers or acolytes or provide special music, you may require them to choose a new activity. Make sure
that the experience leading a worship event is a positive one
for your students. Be prepared to give them extra guidance
and to help them "rehearse" what they will say. Be sure to
choose an appropriate setting and a peer group that is understanding and cooperative.
Students must complete one or more of the activities listed
on page 23 in the Student Workbook. Or they may design
their own project. Here are some additional ideas:
. Design your own sanctuary or place of worship. It can be in
any setting as long as it creates a worshipfirl atnosphere
for you. Create a diorama. A diorama is a three-dimensional
scenic representation. In other words, it is a small model.

Use whatever materials are appropriate: day, cardboard,
wood, paper, doth, etc. Show your diorama to your counselor and share why it is meaningful to you.
. Choose a favorite psalm (or write your own psalm ofpraise).
Recreate your psalm in artistic form (dance, music, painting, etc.). Talk with your counselor about sharing your
psalm with ot-hers.
. Volunteer to lead the children's time orpresent the chil&en's
serrnon during worship (this may be done as a group or as
an individual).
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Objectives
. Understand how witnessing and
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ministering go hand in
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2. Ask your students to define compassion. What does it mean
to be compassionate?

hand.
. Learn ofJesus'compassion for people who are hurting.

a. How was Jesus compassionate? What social standards

LookBack

showed compassion by talhng to the Samaitan woman. Social
standards dictated that Jesus ignore the Samaritan woman: Jews
didn't associate with Samaitans; u)omen were below men; the

did Jesus defyby taiking with the Samaritan woman? (Jesus
. Check on students'progress on Project

III.

. Review the previous lessons by asking for volunteers to take
turns reading their postcards for the first several lessons.

WhatYouWill Need
Pennies or coins (one for each student)

Optional: crumpled candy wrappers and napkins, paper
towels or wipes, envelopes for each student

Opening Activity
Before the students arrive, "dirty" the tables or desks that
you will be using. Spill some water and put some crumpled up
candy wrappers or napkins on the tables. Have some wipes
or paper towels handy. As the students arrive, have them put
their books on their chairs. Each person is to dean a spot of

woman was livingwith a man who was not her husband; plus Jesus
was a rabbi and therefore under greater scrutiny.)

b. What happened as a result of Jesus' conversation with the
Samaritan woman? (She believed that Jesus was the Messiah to
the point that she tod rte whole town. The town asked Jesus to
stay so they could listen to him. They too believed that Jesus was
theMessiah.)

time when you have shown or received compassion. What impact did it have? (lf the students cannot think of
a personal example, ask them to think of a character in a movie or
book and share that example.)
c. Describe a

the table, but they cannot dean their own spot. They must
dean a spot for someone else. Talk about how ministry starts
not with your own needs, but the needs of others.

Anticipating the Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 24}
Do this activity with partners. Was it hard to do (to think of
examples)? Which was harder, to name the times when you've
heard about God's love or when you've seen God's love in action? Why do you think that was so?

MyJourney in the Bible
(Student Workbook, page 24)
Jesus ministered (did good works) to people not because he
was a "follower" of God, but because he was and is God, the
Son of God. We Christians minister (do good works) to people
because we are redeemed members of God's family by faith in
Jesus, and it's a family trait to do good works. Good works are
a result of faith. Our good works are not just ways to help specific individuals, but also are ways to give thanks to God.

Lesson 6
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1. Emphasize how Jesus did not simply "preach" at these people, but responded to their specifc needs.

Mark 10:46-52 - Bartimaeus, ablindbeggar,wantedto see.
Matthew 8:1-3 - Aleper asked to be made clean of hisleprosy.
Matthew 8:23 -27 - The disciples were afraid of the storm. They
wanted Jesus to save them.
Mark 9:14-29 - A father wanted a spiit cast out of his son. The
father asked Jesus to help his unbelief.
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d. Choose one of the situations below to act out. Show what it
might be Jike to respond in a self-centered way, and then show
what it means to be Christlike and respond with compassion.
(If you don't have time to make a skit and act it out, ask the students to talk through each situation and descibe a self-centered
response and a Chist-centered response.)

3. Read about the mirades listed below and tell what Jesus
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did

andwby.
a. Jesus healed the official's son so that the people would believe
in Jesus.
b. Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead so that the people would believe that Jesus was sent by God and that he had the power to
raise us ftom the dead.[Note the frequent use of "resurrection"
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in that chapter.
c. Jesus healed the crippled woman to show that he was Lord over
the Sabbath, to break Satan's bond, and for people to rqoice
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over God's gloious deeds.
d. Jesus raised a widow's son to show his compassion and for people to know that "God has visited his people," i.e., that Jesus is
aknfiWd8dd
(r(htu9[-a)

God's Son.

Emphasize that Jesus' miracles were not only to free people
from their infirmities, but to inspire faith in God, to show how
great God is, to give praise and glory to God, to invite people
into a relationship with God, to reveal Jesus as God's Son.
4. This is the heart of the lesson. Allow plenty of time for discussion.

a. Is the call to minister optional? Can you be a good
Christian without helping others? (James 2:1,4-26)
No,

faithful Chistians wiII express their love for God by helping

others. Faith goes hand in hand with good works.
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b. Are good works required for salvation? (Ephesians 2:8-10)
No, salvation is a free gtft! Our good works are evidence of our
faith, but they cannot "buy" our salvation.

it enough to do good works? Can you receive salvation
by doing good works and not professing taith in Christ?

c. Is

(Romans 10: 9-10)
No, you cannot go to heaven just by being a good person and doing good works. You only receive

salvation through faith in Jesus

Chist.
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d. What is the purpose of good works? (2 Corinthians 9:11-13)
Our good works will help meet the neeils and hurts of other people, and when that happens, our good works will also resuh in

thanksgiving to God. Our good works can witness to God's love.
I

5. Young people struggle with so many issues. Be sensitive to
their hurts. They may be reluctant to name their hurts or write

them down in their workbooks out of a need for privacy. Perhaps they can write them on slips of paper and seal tJrem in an
envelope. You can either tape the envelope in their book, or
symbolically burn them and watch them be reduced to ashes
as the smoke rises to heaven. The whole point of this exercise

GOD AND CHURCH COUNSELOR MANUAL・ PAGE 30

I

is to let the young people know that the God who made them,
knows them, and loves them and wants tlem to turn over

their burdens to God.

Highlights of My Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 26}
This should be a quick exercise. At the end

of the God and
Churchprogram, the postcards will serye as a nice reminder to
the students of what they learned on their faith journeys.

PictureThisl
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 27}

Video
Video Segment 3 may involve filming off-site. This requires
special scheduling, and you may need to do some preliminary
phone calls to see what can be arranged. Depending on what's
available, you may want to ask students to collect canned
goods, for example, then deliver them to a local food pantry
and take a tour and film it. Perhaps your students can go on
the Internet and gather information on some of these organizations from their Web sites.
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PhotoAlbum
C Make a sign that

E

says, "l've seen intentional acts of kindness." Find people who can tell of a time when t}tey have
witnessed a kind act or when they have been a recipient of
a kind act. fuk them to hold your sign and then take their
pictures. Indude captions with your pictures when you add
them to your photo album. (The letteing on the sign needs
to be large enough to read when you take a picture of someone
holdingit. Be sure to use darkletters on light paper.)
Collect signatures (on color paper or notecards) from peo-

ple who have witnessed or been the recipient of a kind
act. Ask them to write a sentence or two describing what

INote華 illea鋳 .Th● 韓彗htS

happened. Arrange your notecards in your photo album.
(Encourage students to approach both male and female, young
and old. Perhaps a coffee fellowship hour after church may be a
good time to do this project.)
El Draw a cartoon strip of one of the skits on page 25. (The

cartoon strip can be very simple drawings, even stick figure
drawings. Remind students that they need two cartoon strips:
one to show a "self-centered" response, and the other to show a
"

Chist- centered"

resp onse.

)

D Draw a 'before" and "after" scene for one of Jesus' mirades

.

(If

youlike,youmay choose one of the miracleslisted onpage 25).
E Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson.

Closing
. Review the schedule. Have students write in any assignments

or things that they need to bring to the next meeting.
III (Student Workbook, page 31) - Ask students what
choices theyhave made for Project III. Make sure theyhave a
plan in mind as to how to proceed. Make yourself available to
your students or recommend someone who can give special
guidance for their projects.
. Close with prayer:
Dear God, thankyou for Jesus' compassion. Help us to be compassionate. Thankyou that Jesus saw the specific needs ofindividu'
als. Help us to surrender our own hurts to Chist.
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

. Project
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Ways my church reaches out to people in my congregation: Christian education programs; hospital and shutin visitation; multiple worship services; music programs;
small cell groups; social activities and fellowship times.

Objectives
. Study the structure ofyour congregation.
. Learn about the outreach programs of your congregation.
. Learn the requirements for joining your congregation.

LookBack
. See if the students can identify the themeflesson/tide of all
the lessons without looking in their workbooks.
. Together recite the memory work from Lesson 3.

WhatYouWill Need
Optional: assorted items that represent ministry and a
blanket (see Opening Activity), 25 small pieces of paper

Ways my church reacheg out to people in my locd
community: Evangelism visitation program; radio, television, or telephone ministry; special programs in hospitals,
nursing homes, prisons; maintenance of a "clothing bank,"
"food pantry" or emergency fund for the needy; space for
groups to meet in the church building; educational outreach programs - nursery school, health fair, current issues
seminars, scouting programs; cooperative ministries with
other churches.

to people outside my
community: American Bible Society; Heifer Project; Gide-

Ways my church reaches out

OpeningActivity
Collect items that represent the various ways your congrega-

tion can minister to the hurts and needs of the communiry
for example, paint brush, canned goods, blanket, clothes,
toys, money, books, soap, etc. Include a God and Church
book or medal. Collect about twenty items. Form teams to
play a memory game. Put all the items on a table and cover
them with a blanket. Uncover the items for thirty seconds,
then cover them back up as the teams try to list as many
items as they can remember. If you want, you can give them
another ten-second peek. Take turns naming one item at
a time. As they name each item, tell how it can be used in
ministry. See which team can name the most items.

ons International; Habitat for Humanity; mission work;
educational institutions.

Lesson 7
fnyJoumry: Eplodng l'hfl ltty Congrcgation
Witnesses and Ministers toOthers
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Anticipating the Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 28}
Start with 25 pieces ofpaper already counted out. Distribute the papers among the students, and as they are writing, call on students. Encourage them to think of fun and
unusual ways to share God's love. Besides a bulletin board,
consider making a mobile or paper chain.

kadte.Wd.reEI
.dpbilF.R.d*{FH
.hdHi$ddddiB
hdOl&diry.&hldaro&
drplryddry6E..

6ffidoi

Firybdir

lly Joumryin rhr 9lbh

EqddfkdWtui.dd
b.@.hldEydtur

NqEtry

MyJourney in the Bible
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 28)
1. A chart is an effective tool to visualize the structure of an
organization. You may want to invite the board chairperson
or president of the congregation to speak to your class. Besides a chart, another idea would be to have your students
draw floor plans of the church and identify the ministries
that occur or are planned in each room.

2. Here are some sample answers to help your students

fill

in their charts. Be sure to list only those programs specific
to your congregation.
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3. Students are asked to find out the requirements for
membership in their congregation. However, you may want
to challenge them with even more basic questions:
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. What if someone asks you why you are a Christian? What
will you say?
What if someone wants to leam more about Jesus? What will
you tell him or her?
. What are the responsibilities of congregation members?
What are members expected to do?
.

Highlights of My Journey
(STUDENT WORKBOOK, PAGE 30)

This should be a quick exercise. At the end

of the

God

and Church program, the postcards will serve as a nice reminder to the students of what they learned on their faith

journeys.

PictureThis!
(STUDENT WORKBOOI(, PAGE 30)

Video
Write the script for Video Segment 3.

PhotoAlbum
E Create

a new chart, this time with photographs. (The photographs canbe of individuals or groups ofpeople. For example, if it is not possible to get a picture of the entire Christian

E

Education committee, perhaps you can take the picture of
just the chairperson.)
Collect flyers and brochures explaining the various pro-

grams that minister to the needs of people. Display
these flyers in your photo album. (Your church may have
a lot of these brochures. It may also be possible to download
some literature off the Internet. If the students have to call

or write for brochures, be sure they start this right away.)
O Design the front side of the postcard for this lesson.
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Closing
. The next session

will

final Mile Marker. All work needs
to be completed. Ask if anybodywill have problems completing Project III by then. Consider inviting the pastor to the
final session to "interview" the students and review their
work.
. If you will be filming a video, make sure students bring all
be the

props, scripts, costumes, etc.
. Announce the time, place, and date of the video premiere.
. Ifyour dass party is next week, make appropriate announcements and reminders as to what to bring and who to invite.
. Make plans to order the awards (see "Ordering the Awards"
on page 35 in the Counselor Manurl).
. Close

with prayer:
Dear God, thankyoufor the many ways our congregation
reaches out to people. Help us always to seek to be a part of its
ministry that others may come to know you.
In Jesus'name, Amen.
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PROJECT‖

Mitte markeF 3

:

Discovering How I Can Witness and Minister to Others
(STUDENT WORKBOOX, PAGE 31 }
Students must complete all three activities listed on page 31
in the Student Workbook. Give students time to talk about
their choices with their parents. They need to decide on their
projects by next meeting. If you have planned any 6eld trips
to one of the community organizations, Iet your students
know about it. Will you require that they also do an independent project? Explain your expectations. The Student Workbook does not require a specific number of service hours. This
is intentional. Students should provide meaningful service
without worrying about counting the specific time served.
However, you as the counselor have the prerogative in setting
a specific time requirement. A suggested number of hours
(for service to both the community and the congregation
combined) should probably be about ten hours.

Additional ldeac:
. Share one of your favorite projects from this God and Church
program with younger children. Tell them aboutthe God and
Me award(for grades 1-3) and the God andFamily award (for
grades 4-5). Volunteer as a counselor aide to help younger
children earn their awards.
. Attend two church committee meetings. Choose nryo different business or committee meetings to attend. Your counselor can help you find those that will be both informative
and interesting. Take notes about what happened in ttrose
meetings and explain how the people who attended were

sharing God's love.

PROJECT 3
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Ohfectives
. Make sure

that all the written andmakeupwor{<forUnit

III is complete.
. Ask students to share what they did for Projea m with
the dass. Sign off Project III.
. Film Video Segment 3 or have studealts present dnPters
6 and 7 of their photo albums.
. Plan the award ceremony.

WhatYouWill ilced
Candle orflasblight

OpenlngActiYlty
Sitin a darkroom (ordoset). Tryto malethe roornas dark
Turn on a small flashlight (or liglrt a candle).
How did the light change the room? Sometimes we think
that what we do doesn't count. Sometimes we think tfiat

as possible.

one person cannot mal<e a difference. As Christians, we
are to shine with God's love. God can use us to make a
difference in the worldl

Unit lllWrapup
. Flip throug! the Student Workbook Page by page with
your shrdents. Fill in any missingwork
. Ask students to share their projects with the dass. Sign

offProieaIII.
. Complete the final activity "Looking back on your journey in the God and Church program" on page 32 in the
Student Workbook. Allow ample time for shrdents to
respond. Compare their answers with rarhat they wrote
at the beginning of the program. Celebrate their growth
and discoveries. Add a comment as you sign your name
in each of their workbooks. Start thinking of what you
want to say about each person.
. Photo Album: each student should present chapters 6
and 7 of their photo albums

VIdeo
Do the actual filming for the video.

Awad Ceremony
Plan the award ceremony (see'Planning the Award Ceremony," page 5 in Counselor Manual).
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Closing
. Announce the

final deadline for any makeup work.
tlut the God and Church program was
just one part of their spiritual journey. Their faitl iourneys will continue!
. Close with prayer:

. Remind shrdents
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Heavenly Fath*, I want to thank you for the privilege of
journeying with these young people through the Goil and
Church program.I have leamed from theirwitness.I have
enjoyed their enthusiasm. Please continue u walk with
them throug! Iife. Go hand in hanil with them. Mry they
always know your lovingpresence. I Vry these things in
Jesus' name, Amen,
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Ordering the Awards
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Awards may be ordered after all the requirements have been
completed and the pastor has met with the candidates and
reviewed their work. It is at the God and Church level (when
students study their specific denominations), that the following denominational pins are available:
PRO - Standard design (used by any denomination not
listed below)
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AME - African Methodist Episcopal
BAP - Baptist
DOC - Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
EPS - Episcopal
LUT - Lutheran
PEN - Pentecostal
PRE - Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)
PCA - Presbyterian Church in America
UMC - United Methodist

There are two different ways to order the awards.
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One, individual recipients may order their own awards by

filling out the Award Application Form at the back of the
Student Workbook.
Two, the counselor may order the awards for the candidates
by collecting their individual forms or by fi.lling out the Mul-

tiple Order Form in the back of the Counselor Manual.
Please allow

two to three weeks for delivery.

Evaluating the Program
God and Church Awards
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You are encouraged to provide an opportunity for children
and parents to evaluate the program. Whether this is an in-

formal sharing time or a written evaluation form (see page
34 in the Student Workbook), please take the time to hear
the thoughts and comments from your ParticiPants. You
are also encouraged to share this feedback with P.R.A.Y. to
help us improve our service and our programs for a more
effective ministry.
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Schedule and Assignments
Schedule:

Student Name

Whatwewil!
Date

Section

cover in class

lntrodu(ion

What to bring

Assignments

Page 3
Choose

between video & photo album;

make daily Bible reading plan
1:

Meeting lesus, the Person

Pages

4-6

Plan Video

5eqment

1

2: Meeting Jesus, the 5on

Pages 7 10

of God

(ontlnueVideo Seqment l

3: Meeting Jesus, the Head of

Pages

the (hurch

(ontinue Video Segment

11-14
1

5tart Memory Work
PrOleCt i

Sign off Project

Mile Marker l

Film Video 5egment

Props for video or completed photo album

1
1

Present Photo Albums Ch. 1-3
Preview Project 2
4: HowChristWorshiped

Pages

16-18

Plan Video Seqment 2

5: How My Congregation

Pages 19-22

Worships

(ontinue Video Seqment 2

Projea ll:

Memory work due

How lWorship

Sign off Project 2

Mile Marker 2

Film Video Segment 2

Props for video or completed photo album

Present Photo Albums (h. 4-5
Preview Project lll
6: How Christ Witnesed &

Pages24-27

Ministered

Plan Video

7: How My (ongregation

Pages

Witneses & Ministen

Continue Video Seqment 3

PtteCt ill:

5eqment 3

28-30

Sign off Proiect 3

How l(an WIness&Minも
M‖ e Marker 3

ter

Props for video or completed photo album

Film Video Segment 3
Present Photo Albums Ch. 6-7
Plan award ceremony

Other lmportant Dates:
・ Field Trip#1:Place

:

・ Field Trip#2:Place

Date

;

Date

;Time
;Time

Time

. Partyl Place
Date
. Final review by pastor - Students are required to meet with their pastors for a final review, which must be
completed by

. Award Ceremony - AII students who participate in this program are welcome to attend an award ceremony planned by the
counselor/pastor. However, students who are rnembers of different churches are encouraged to work with their pastors to
arrange an award ceremony in their own congregations.

Date of award ceremony:

_

Time:

Place:

notify the counselor if you will be participating no later than
Award application/order forms (found in the Student Workbook) are due no later than
Please

Please call the counselor if you have any questions about the God and Church program:
Counselor's name:
Phone:
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(date)
(date)

Best time to call:

sample Questions for Final Review by the pastor
These are questions that can aid the pastor in conducting a final review
Please do not ask all the questions. The intent of the final review is not

of the God and Church curriculum.
to quiz or "stump" the young person,
but to dialogue with the youth and help him or her express what has been learned. The questions below are to
be used to discover what,the youth is eager to share with you. Find the questions that resonate with the youth.
the final review may be done with one student or with a group of students.
GOD AND CHURCH STUDENT CURRICUTUM
The God and Church Program leads the young people on a journey. It is a faith journey with three parts: meeting
Jesus, worshiping God, and witnessing and ministering for Christ. Participants have created either a video or
photo album to share what they have learned on their faith journeys.

i

MY JOURNEY: MEETTNG CHRTST

1. Meeting Jecuc, the Pergon
. What surprised you thinking about Jesus' humanity?
. What event(s) in Jesus'life is most meaningful to you?
. What did you write in your postcard on page 5 to summarize this lesson?

tte Son of God
. Show me the drawings on page 8. Let me see if I can guess each one. Which verse (which image) is most
meaningful to you?
. Which witness (on page 8) did you think was most effective? Why?

2. Meeting Jecus,

. Explain the colors ofyour rainbow on page g. What does this mean to you?
. What did you write in your postcard on page 10 to summarize this lesson?
3. Meeting Jesue, the Head ofthe Church
. Why is Pentecost celebrated as the "birthday" of the church?
'what are some of the highlights that you remember from our congregation's history?
' Why was our denomination founded? Who were some of the key people? Why is it important that you belong
to this denomination? What does it mean to you?
' What creed, statement of belief, or scripture did you memorize? Please recite and explain it.
. What did you write in your postcard on page 14 to summarize this lesson?

Proiect I: Daily Bible Reading
' What was your plan for daily Bible reading? How did you do? What did you discover? How will you continue
your plan for daily Bible reading?

MY JOURNEY: WORSHIPING GOD
4. Learning how Chrict Worshiped God
. How was Christ's way of life and his everyday living a part of his worship?
. How does Jesus'example challenge you? In what areas do you want to grow and become stronger?
. What did you write in your postcard on page 18 to summarize this lesson?
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5. Bxploring How My Congregatioa Worchipa God
. Was there something in the sanctuary that you weren't familiar with?

. Explain the order of worship and the different parts of the worship service.
. What is the meaning of BaPtism?
. What is the meaning of Communion?
. Tell me about the service that you attended with your counselor (page 21).
. What did you write in your postcard on Page 22 to summarize this lesson?

Proiect II: Discovering How I Can Worchip God
. Tell me about your project on page 23.

. How has your understanding and appreciation of the worship service grown?

MY JOURNEY: WITNESSING AND MINISTERING FOR CHRIST
6. Learning How Chrict Witaecced and Minictered to Otters
. What does it mean to have compassion?
. What miracle did you think was the most powerful? Why?
. Why did Jesus'perform miracles? What was their purpose?
. What's the relationship between faith and good works? How are they connected to each other?
. What did you write on your postcard on page 26 to summarize this lesson?
?. Bxploring How My Congregation Witaescec and Minicters to Otherc
. Which areas of ministry have impacted you or your family?
. In which areas of ministry have you served?
. What would you say if someone asked you why you are a Christian? What would you say if someone wanted to
know more about Jesus? How would you witness to them?

Proiect

III: Discovering

How I Can Witness and Minister to Otherc

. Who did you invite to church? Why? How did it go?
. Tell me what you did to volunteer in our own church.
. Tell me what you did to volunteer in the community.

LOOKING BACK
. You compared

your response to the question at the beginning of the program (page 3) to your response at the

end (page 32). What did you learn?
. What do you think you'll remember from this program? How has

it impacted you?

PICTURETHIS
Students had a choice of making a video or a photo album. Take the time to watch the video or page through
the photo album with them. Allow them to "narrate" their experiences. Use this time as an opportunity to affirm their work and who they are. Encourage them in their Christian growth.
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Online ordering available at www.praypub.org

- part A

God and Church Multiple Order Form

ln(omplete forms will be returned.Use thも Muhiple Order Form or collectthe individual award appl:calon formsinduded in each ofthe StudentWorkbooks.

Shlpplng AddF輻 限 Alowm mthreeweettfoFdelV9."鋼

i

uiresastFttaddres&orrm」 ,(国 色

1り ht血 い口19鸞 鮮

Name
Address

City

state

Phone (day contact)

zip
Email

Chutth lnfurmr$o*

hovHe *re

fdhring

information for

tlc

drunh that spnsord 0re

pqnm

or ufiose partor reviurcd the

6-rdifrhl upr

.

Name ofcongregation

Denomination ((hurch Body)

Addres
State

Pastor's name
Who was responsible for coordinating and/or teaching the class? Who served as counselor?

(ounselor's name

Emall

002(3

regulations set forth in the program. I understand that a 52.00 duplication fee

001CN

must be paid for each booklet that was photocopied.
Signature
Date

Certifitate of Eligibllity:
however,

¨
睡

I

ottrr signatures will

Ihe pastor's signature

is prefened;

be ac<epted.

have presented theirwork to the pastorforfinalapproval.

002(6
001(9
002(8
001CC

[heckone: CMastercard

OVisa E

5550

God and Church

Certificate

Counselor Pin

S100
S550
531111

Counselor (ertificate

S100

MM2C3
MM1C5

Mentor Pin

5550

4″

5300

Mentor Pat(h

MentorCerllcate

S1 0o
bbon ofthe medal orwom byitser)

Lape!Pins(may be pinned in the

0D'l(6
0E1(6
0l-1(6
0T1(6
0P1C6

or credit <ard (if credit card, please provide the following information)

3/4"Lapel Pin

Counselor Patch

Denominalon 3ノ

with payment in full by check, money order,

AME Lapel Pin

5550

Eaptist Lapel Pin

5550

Disciples

of(hrist

5550

lutheran Lapel

S550

Pin

5550

Pentecostal Lapel Pin
Presbyterian (P(USA) Lapel

Presbytenan(PcA)Lape!Pin

(ardholder's Name

OMl(6

Unled Methodist Lapel Pin

Acct#___

Duplication Fee (52.00 per photocopied

CV2(ode

[xpiration Date:

Required Registration Fee per

The (V2 rode is the last three digits on the backside of the credit card located

55.50

Lapel Pin

Episcopal lapel Pin

OFl(6

Discover

S3 00

God and Church

CCl(9

041C6
081C6

AI! orders must be sent

ion

6od and(hurch Embroidered Patch

MMl(9

certifr that the candidata have successfrrlly completed the requiremen$ for the 6od

ondAurd prqnnand

:TEM
6od and(hur(h Meda‖

Pin

55.50

5550
5550

booklet)

student
order*

Required Shipping/Handling Fee per

52.00

S.50
53.50

in the signature box.
TOTAL(P

(ardholder's Addres

ceS SutteCt tO Change)

Upgraded 5hipping 0ptions: By selecting an option beloW you agree

Phone (Day contact)

to pay special shipping fees, which will be added to your Grand lotal.

Signature

D
D

Ground 3-5 days

E

Expedited

* SlllPPlIIG assessed a standard

Handllng fte pu

For(urre1lt pr ces and 1lforil,ation go lo

Ail

oder

are

Shippin(

strffi

9 addms

(orders strippd together are assersed

om fee) and arc sent vh Hrst Oas
Mail. To

upgn& *ripping Yirit www.

praypuhorg fix explanation and ftes.

ww、 v praypub org or(a‖ 800‐ 933‐ 7729.
Sel)d tl〕

s forl),aI]d pay11lcl]t lo

RR.A.I
ll123STowneSquare′ Ste.B
St.Louis,M063123

USPS

Priority Mail 2-3 days not guaranteed (additional fees apply)

FA)( SERVICE

1

-

-2 days

No P0 Boxes (additional fees apply)

-

No P0 Boxes (additional fees apply)

314-845-0038 All fax orders are asesed

Faxes rereived by noon

(5I will

be proresed and shipped that

56.00.

56.00

eme day.

Tlefaxfee isasesed pershipping address (orders shipped togetherare

assessed

onefee)

GMIID I0TA[ (amount of order plus special fees)

2009 Printing
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God and Church Multiple Order Form

- Part B

Recipient Registration Form
The following information must be provided for each candidate to ensure proPer registration at church and agency headquarters. Incomplete forms will be returned. List youth recipients only (do not include counselors and mentors). You may
make additional copies of this form if needed.

NAME

ADDRESS

First Last

Street,Citン State′ Zip

DENOMl

2.

3.

4。

5。

6.

7.

8.

9。

10。

12.

13.

14.

15。

1 Pleaseindicatethedenominationofea(h(andidate(regardlessofwherethe6odandChurchclasswastaught).Youmayulethefollowingabbreviations:

PRO= no churrh affiliation; R[F

=

Reformed; SDA

= Seventh

Day Adventist; UC(

=

United (hurrh

of(hrist; UMI = United Methodist (hurch;
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= Wesleyan.
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AGENCY2

Denominational Pins

God ond Church Awards
Use

the application form on page 41 and 42 to order these awards.

Godand C力 urc力 Meda‖ ion

Certificate

The official recognition for
God ond Church recipients!
. The shield with cross
hangs from a blue ribbon
and bar. Blue is the color
for God and Church, but it
also stands for truth and

.5x7"and printed in
full color

.

African

Co∩ 9ratulates

The God and Church
Pro9ram

ワ■

ate signatures.
. Looks great in a
frame, or add it to

your scrapbook!

BAP
Baptist

DOC
Christian Church
(Disciples of
Christ)

where you vvearit on the uniform:
AMERICAN HERITAGE GIRLS― on the front of

"Thank you" to
Your Counselor!
Say

EPS

Episcopal

Counselor Pin

the vest orsash

BOY SCOUTS OF AMERiCA― above the left
shirt pocket

GIRL SCOUTS OFTHE U S A― belovv the
membership stars
・ Don′ t forget.… the award looks greatin a
frame!

. Show your appreciation

LUT
Lutheran

to

your counselor by presenting
him/her with a colorful pin
. Approximately 3/4 inch in size
. Worn on non-uniform clothing

PEN

Pentecostal

Counselor Patch

Pin

PRE

. 3" embroidered

. A popular item!
. Approximately 3/4 inch in size

Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.)

patch
. lt matches the

Worn on non-uniform clothing

youth patch except

. May be worn on the Girl Scout

PCA
Presbyterian
Church of

uniform
. Often presented to a Parent
. May be used as a mother's Pin
. Available in several denominational logos
(see far right column)

it says "Counselor"
on it
. May be worn as a
temporary patch
on the front of the
BSA uniform

Embroidered Patch

Counselor Certificate

.3"embroidered

.5x7"and printed in
full color

emblem
. Sew it on a BSA
brag vest or on the

America
UMC

United
Methodist

〔
ertincate

Church

O「

Appreciat on

. Certificates come

back of a Girl Scout
vest
. Wear it as a tempo-

rary patch on the

front of the

Methodist
Episcopal

"blank" - you add
the recipient's name
and secure appropri-

。For members ofa scouting program′ here is

.

AME

. Certificates come

loyalty.
. Order a denomination pin
(see far right column) to
wear in the ribbon of the
medallion to show your
church background.

were required to study
your church and denomination, why not wear your
denomination pin on your
medallion?
. Available for the following
denominations:
. You

０ ＠癬 憔 ◎ ン 簸撥 Ｇ

The P.R.A.Y. awards feature a four-colored cross. The colors correspond to the four levels in
the P.R.A.Y. series, i.e. God and Me (red), God and Family (yellow), God and Church (blue), and
God and Life (green). The four colors converge into a point to create an "X" at the center of
the cross. "X" is the first letter in the Greek word for Christ, and it is symbolic of how Christ
should be at the center of our lives.

. Pins may be worn by themselves or pinned in the
ribbon of the medallion

BSA

uniform
. Or simply add it to your patch collection!

"blank" - you add
the counselor's
name and secure appropriate signatures
(why not have the
recipient sign it?)
. Great way to say
"Thank You!" to your

The God and Church
Pro9ram

椰◎

Counselor!
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Sample pin
on medallion
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God and Life

円
God and Me

God and Family

Student Wo「 kb00k

Student workbOOk

God and Church
Student Workbook

(grades l‑3)

God and Life
Student Workb。 。k

(grades 4‑5)

(grades 6‑8)

(grades 9‑12)

#33604

#33597

G咄

God and Me

#33599

#33609

ル
澱
酬f乱甲

Counselor Manual

God and Fam‖ y
Counselor Manual

God and Church

God and Life

Counselor AЛ anual

Counselor Manual

(fOrthe pastOr)

(fOrthe pastor)

(fOrthe pastOr)

(fOrthe pastOr)

I133600

#33610

#33603

God and Me
Adult Mentor Workbook
(fOr the parents)

#33606

̲―

｀
い｀
・

ヽ‐ヽ

God and Church
Adult Mentor Workbook
(fOr the parents)

#33595

#33596

＝Ｖ Ｉ
ヽハＷ

9

｀ ｀ヽ ゛ ヽ ｀●｀
―

― (fOr the parents)

＝リ

‖
Ⅷ呂皿

熱

God and Family
Adu t Mentor Workbook

ｎＨ＝

Catalogノ 33600

#33598

God and Life

Adult Mentor Workbook
(fOr the parents)

#33605

Program5 0f Re‖ giOus Activities with Youth
ll123 S Towne square′ Ste.B
St.Louis′

M063123

314‑845‑3318 phOne
314‐ 845‐ 0038 fax
800‐ 933‐ 7729
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61019

